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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Ecology Alliance
Established in 2018, the Ecology Alliance has 75 member organizations. It aims to strengthen the efforts of ecology organisations across Turkey through joint action to protect nature's vital existence and habitats, defend life, and secure the future.
https://ekolojibirligi.org/ 
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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Climate Justice Coalition
The Climate Justice Coalition was established in 2021 to advocate for climate justice in response to the climate crisis caused by the capitalist political economy. It aims to expand, evolve, and maintain the fight as part of global movements working towards this goal. The coalition comprises 78 components, including ecological and environmental organisations, professional chambers, trade unions, and confederations.
https://iklimadaletikoalisyonu.org/ 
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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Muğla Environment Platform 
The Muğla Environment Platform is a collaborative initiative comprising citizens and non-governmental organizations from all towns in the Muğla region. It aims to protect nature and shared living spaces. The platform comprises 32 member organizations, including environmental associations, trade unions, and city councils.
https://mucep.org/ 
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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Association for the Protection of Kazdağı Natural and Cultural Assets 
In 2012, the Life Defenders in the Kazdağı region and other parts of Turkey united under the Association for the Protection of Kazdağı Natural and Cultural Assets. Their goal is to safeguard Turkey's natural and cultural treasures, focusing on Kazdağı and its environs.
https://kazdagi.org.tr/ 
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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Doğa Association
Doga is BirdLife International's partner in Turkey. Its work is driven by the demand for action to sustain biodiversity. The association's mission is to defend the rights of nature in all its forms, including its processes, which are necessary for the persistence of life on earth.
https://dogadernegi.org/ 
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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Life Memory Freedom Association
The Life Memory Freedom Association (Yaşam Bellek Özgürlük Derneği) is an independent civil society organisation in Turkey, founded in 2008. It specialises in defending and promoting human rights, including trial monitoring, preparing reports on human rights violations, providing legal support for UN Human Rights Mechanisms applications, and preparing reports on the decisions issued.
https://yasambellekozgurluk.org/ 
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Açıklama otomatik olarak oluşturuldu]
	Diyarbakır Bar Association - Environmental Commission
Diyarbakır Bar Association is the official professional organisation of lawyers practising law in Diyarbakır province. 
https://www.diyarbakirbarosu.org.tr/
 


             



Türkiye:"Prioritizing Profit at the Expense of the Environment"
INTRODUCTION
This report has been prepared by a coalition of citizens' initiatives and civil society organizations, along with their umbrella associations, which have advocated for environmental and ecological rights in Turkey for many years. The report aims to outline the persistent and systematic violations of ecological and associated human rights in Turkey to be presented to the UN Human Rights Committee, which is scheduled to review the Republic of Turkey's human rights performance in October 2024.
For decades, Turkey has pursued sectoral policies and projects in the name of development that violate the rights of natural beings to exist, the rights of people to live in a clean and healthy environment and to health. The policies and practices in the mining, energy, transportation, and urbanization sectors have been met with public objections due to ineffective implementation of existing environmental legislation, granting exceptions and exemptions to investor companies, lack of impartial and effective monitoring and audit processes, and the resulting destructive effects. The limited opportunities for citizens to participate in environmental decision-making, the obstacles in accessing information and justice on environmental issues, and restrictions on freedom of expression and the right to protest lead to violations of democratic and human rights in addition to environmental problems.
Within the limitations of the report format, this report aims to provide a concise summary of environmental and ecological rights violations and associated human rights abuses in Turkey over the past decade, using specific examples.
Information provided in this report collected from the organisations and initiatives working to defend ecological rights in Turkey including the organisations of this joint report and their allies in all over the country. 
Constitutional and Legal Framework
The right to live in a healthy environment is enshrined in Article 56 of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkey. This article guarantees "the right of everyone to live in a healthy and balanced environment" and places the duty to protect the environment on the State and citizens. 
Environmental Law No. 2872 also protects the right to a healthy environment. It grants the right to appeal to administrative authorities against activities that harm the environment.
Environmental Impact Assessment
The first legal regulation on the EIA process in Turkey is included in Environmental Law No. 2872, enacted on August 11, 1983. The EIA Regulation published in 1993 has been revised twenty-four times[footnoteRef:2] to its current final form.   [2:  Mülga ÇED Yönetmelikleri (csb.gov.tr)] 

When examining the amendments to the EIA Regulations, it is evident that activities are consistently being exempted, and various actions have been excluded from the scope of EIA. In addition, each amendment facilitates and provides flexibility to the preparation and scope stages of the EIA Report for the benefit of investor companies.
In Turkey, the EIA process is mandatory for activities that may harm the environment. However, some practices and gaps in the system weaken the effectiveness of this process:
· Simplified EIA for Small Mining Projects: The EIA process is simplified for mining activities in areas smaller than 25 hectares. This shorter, less rigorous procedure does not include public consultation or establishing a monitoring board. Instead, a Project Description File (PDD) is prepared and consulted with relevant institutions and the governorate. As a result, an “EIA is not required” decision is usually issued. To take advantage of this exemption, companies have developed an approach of subdividing large mining sites into smaller projects of less than 25 hectares and submitting the project EIA application for these sub-projects. Companies use this approach to bypass more stringent EIA requirements and increase their capacity without proper environmental oversight.
· Exemptions for Old Projects: Projects that started production or operation or were planned by the Government before the publication of the Regulation on Environmental Impact Assessment on 07.02.1993 are exempt from the EIA process. 
Overall, the EIA system in Turkey faces significant challenges, including loopholes that allow companies to bypass comprehensive assessments, exemptions for older projects, and a lack of public participation in most cases. These challenges undermine the effectiveness of environmental protection efforts and limit transparency and accountability.
According to the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change records,[footnoteRef:3] 86,306 EIA applications were processed between 1993 and 2023. Of these, 77,434 received “EIA Not Required” decisions, indicating that 9 out of every ten applications were excluded from comprehensive environmental review. This means that only around 10% of the applications had to undergo a public participation process. However, this does not imply that the participation process is being carried out effectively. Citizen lawsuits filed against the Ministry's EIA approval or EIA not required decisions have emphasised the severe shortcomings in involving the public in the EIA process. [3:  29_2024040403104251.xlsx (live.com), ced.csb.gov.tr/ced-istatistikleri-i-111186] 

On the other hand, Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) processes are conducted by private consultancy companies financed by project owners without an independent audit mechanism. This can often result in a biased methodology that ignores or deliberately hides significant environmental impacts in the EIA Project Identification File and EIA report. 
Ineffected EIAs in mining investments
In the last ten years in Turkey, there have been a series of disasters in mining operations with approved Environmental Impact Assessments, some of which have resulted in fatalities, severely polluted ecosystems and violated people's right to live in a healthy environment, as in some of the examples presented below. The attitude of the public administration in the face of such incidents is limited to imposing administrative fines, temporarily closing down the operation and sometimes covering up the incidents.
The mining sector's history of disasters reflects inadequate safety standards and practices. The regulatory negligence leading to repeated mining disasters, environmental degradation and loss of life demonstrates a failure to heed scientific warnings and insufficient enforcement of environmental laws. This calls for urgent reforms to the regulatory, legal and enforcement frameworks governing mining activities in Turkey, grounded in international human rights law.
· Artvin-Murgul Coopper Mining (January 2021)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Chemicals contaminated drinking water in Murgul: Fear of leakage at waste dam (gazeteduvar.com.tr)] 

After a citizen living in Damar village of Murgul district of Artvin complained about the leakage of drinking water from the Murgul Copper Enterprise Waste Pond, for which Eti Bakır A.Ş., owned by Cengiz Holding, which is known to be close to the Government, received an EIA Positive decision (Decision No. 1841) on January 25, 2010, an analysis of the water sample revealed the presence of toxic chemicals. The waste pool was built in 2014 despite the reaction of the local people. In 2021, a chemical analysis showed that the drinking water was chemically contaminated with sulfate. Following this finding, the response to a parliamentary question addressed to the then Minister of Agriculture and Forestry on 08.02.2021 was that the questions asked did not fall within the Ministry's mandate.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  6867377b-32c0-4385-a6ec-ca319c646e11.pdf (tbmm.gov.tr)] 

· Balıkesir-Ayvalık (January and December 2021)[footnoteRef:6] [6:  In 2020, the company applied for an EIA for the Waste Storage Area and received an EIA approval decision (26. 11.2020; Decision No. 6111).] 

In 2021, the area where Bilfer Mining's iron ore enrichment plant wastes in Ayvalık district collapsed twice in the same year. When a section of the retaining wall built on the pasture area used by Karaayıt villagers of the Ayvalık district of Balıkesir for years toppled, tons of waste were scattered into the nearby stream. It was stated that the chemical and toxic wastes in the stream bed are about to reach the Madra Dam, used to irrigate the region's agricultural areas. Following this incident, the pasture areas of Ayvalık's Karaayıt Village were transferred to Bilfer Madencilik with the decision taken by the Balıkesir Provincial Pasture Commission on the first day of the pandemic bans.[footnoteRef:7] In the response given to a written parliamentary question to the Ministry of Environment, it was stated that the suspended solids parameter of the Water Pollution Control Regulation was determined above the discharge standards and an administrative sanction decision was taken by Article 20.1.6 of the Environmental Law.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Environmental disaster repeating itself: Bilfer Madencilik's waste storage area in Ayvalık collapsed for the second time! | Ekoloji Birliği (ekolojibirligi.org)]  [8:  066c097c-47b3-45e1-abdf-275ae6bebbdf.pdf (tbmm.gov.tr)] 

· Giresun-Sebinkarahisar (November 2021)[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Mine's waste pool exploded in Şebinkarahisar, Giresun, leaving villagers to their fate | Özer Akdemir | Ekoloji Birliği (ekolojibirligi.org)] 

On November 18, 2021, approximately 4,500 tons of chemical wastes containing heavy metals were spilt into the environment due to the collapse of the No. 2 tailings pond at the Nesko Mining Plant in Şebinkarahisar district of Giresun. An EIA Positive decision (No.4991) was issued for the Company's Additional Waste storage facility on 27.02.2018. The wastes reached Kılıçkaya Dam, which meets the agricultural irrigation needs of the region, and contaminated farming lands and water resources. While the disaster affected public health, wildlife, and biodiversity in the area, the Ministry of Environment and Urbanization stopped the mine indefinitely. They imposed more than 12 million Turkish liras as administrative fines on the company. However, after paying the penalties, the company commenced operations, and the mining plant is still operational.
· Mersin-Toroslar January 17, 2022[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Another Environmental Disaster in Mersin: The disaster that happened to Deliçay Stream! | Ekoloji Birliği (ekolojibirligi.org)] 

The waste pool of a chrome mine in the Musalı neighbourhood of Mersin's Toroslar district exploded. The Ministry of Environment approved the EIA of the company's enrichment capacity increase project on 21.12.2014 (Decision no.3722). The waste from the chrome quarry and enrichment plant in the Toroslar district spread into the surrounding area due to the pool's collapse, where it was collected and mixed with the Deli Çay, which flows into the Mediterranean Sea. In the written response[footnoteRef:11] dated October 12, 2023, to a parliamentary question by the then Minister, it was stated that previous inspections had not foreseen the opening of the waste pond's embankment, that the plant's operations had been suspended following the incident, and that no complaints of damage or victimisation had been received from local citizens. [11:  29fb663c-b4d2-4f73-b40a-5cb1f2abfed4.pdf (tbmm.gov.tr)] 

· Manisa-Gördes (March 24, 2022)
An explosion occurred at the Nickel Mine in Gördes district of Manisa operated by Meta Nikel Kobalt A.Ş., a subsidiary of Zorlu Holding. On July 8, 2003, a pipe carrying toxic chemical wastes from the company, which was granted an EIA positive decision, burst and mixed with water and soil. In the absence of non-action from the public authorities,[footnoteRef:12] the local NGO and the Municipality took soil and water samples from different parts of the stream where red sediments were found and sent them to an accredited laboratory. The Chamber of Environmental Engineers Izmir Branch was asked to assess the results of the analysis. The preliminary report from the Chamber highlighted significant heavy metal pollution in the area. According to the report, based on the evaluation using the "Specific Pollutants and Environmental Quality Standards for Surface Water Resources," the only identifiable source of this pollution in the basin appears to be the Waste Storage Facility of Meta Nikel A.Ş. [12:  CHP Manisa MP Bakırlıoğlu made a press statement and said that the authorities stated that "the situation was caused by the excavation in the area; it rained a lot, and red water flowed from the stream because the soil colour was red.” Gördes Nickel Mine's Environmental Damages Want to Be Hidden! | Ekoloji Birliği (ekolojibirligi.org)] 

· Erzincan-Iliç (June 2022 and February 2024)
On February 13, 2024, the actions and practices that led to the mining disaster at the Iliç Çöpler gold mine, where nine workers were trapped underground, clearly violated the right to a safe and healthy environment. As a result of the disaster, nine workers were trapped under the soil, and a large mass of cyanide-contaminated soil slid towards the Euphrates basin. The Canadian/US joint venture Anagold Madencilk and Çalık Holding operate the mine. At the heart of the İliç incident was the approval of capacity increases and the approval of Environmental Impact Assessment reports by the Ministry of Environment[footnoteRef:13], despite clear risks associated with the expansion of the mine's capacity, including the presence of cyanide. Despite previous warnings, the decision that an EIA is not required for the mine's open pit expansion in 2023 demonstrates a failure in the regulatory process. In addition, the current Government's disregard for the warnings of expert organisations and civil society and its disregard for scientific assessments, thus disregarding science and public safety, reveals a general pattern of behaviour. The Union of Turkish Bar Associations (UTBA) made a detailed and comprehensive statement[footnoteRef:14] on April 14, 2022, more than two months before the explosion of the cyanide pipe in the Çöpler gold mine, emphasising that the capacity increase and flotation project of this mine posed a catastrophic risk. It was announced to the public that the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change had issued an EIA positive decision contrary to scientific facts in terms of earthquake risk, protection of water basins and rivers, and information on the annulment case filed in the administrative court against the EIA positive decision was also shared with the public. In the same statement, it was warned that approval had been given for installing ten ventilators around the waste storage facility, which would evaporate the stored water more quickly, and that this would lead to the release of cyanide and other toxic substances into the air. Attention was drawn to the damage these developments would cause to the Euphrates basin and the Munzur River ecosystem. The UTBA also made a second warning dated December 5, 2022. [13:  Positive EIA decisions issued for the expansion of capacity by the Ministry of Environment, Urbanisations and Climate Change: 17.05.2012, Decision no. 2519; 24.12.2014, Decision no. 3723; 07.10.2021, Decision no. 6421]  [14:  On the Çöpler Complex Mine in İliç, Erzincan - Union of Turkish Bar Associations (barobirlik.org.tr)] 

The disaster in İliç, where nine workers lost their lives due to the collapse of cyanide-contaminated soil, is not an isolated incident. Coal mines in Turkey have also suffered multiple fatalities[footnoteRef:15] due to similar negligence, pointing to a systemic problem.  [15: : In Soma, 301 workers; in Elbistan, 11 workers; and in Amasra, 42 workers died in accidents that occurred in the coal mines. ] 

Mining accidents and environmental problems in Turkey again emphasise the importance of the precautionary principle. Potential risks must not be ignored in projects with unknown ecological impacts, and protective measures must be taken to prevent future disasters. The precautionary principle can lead to a more responsible and sustainable approach to environmental decision-making. 
To prevent the negative environmental impacts of cyanide mine accidents in Turkey and protect the right to life, the Government should:
· Adopt stricter regulations to implement the precautionary principle in environmental policies, particularly in the regulation of mining activities. This should mean disallowing or limiting activities that pose a severe risk of environmental damage, even if the potential risks are not fully understood.
· For cyanide gold mining and similar projects with a high risk of environmental damage, EIA processes should be made more stringent and legal, administrative and financial measures should be taken to make the participation of independent experts and affected communities mandatory and more effective. EIA reports should address potential risks and mitigation measures in detail. 
· Independent and technically competent non-profit organisations should carry out EIA processes.
· Independent organisations should regularly audit and monitor the environmental impacts of mining activities. These audits ensure companies comply with environmental standards and detect adverse effects early. Effective measures should be taken to encourage and facilitate independent auditing.
· Comprehensive emergency plans for hazardous mining facilities, such as cyanide gold mining, should be prepared and regularly tested. In addition, the necessary infrastructure and personnel should be provided for a rapid and effective response in the event of an accident. 
· Ensure transparency in environmental decision-making processes and encourage the participation of affected communities. It is essential for environmental justice that communities are informed about projects and are not subjected to criminalisation for their actions within the framework of the right to express their views and the right to protest.
· Effective mechanisms should be established to determine the liability of companies that cause environmental damage and their obligation to compensate victims. This will encourage companies to comply with environmental standards and protect victims' rights. 
· Turkey should comply with international standards on cyanide mining and adopt best practices in this area. Cooperation with international organisations, information sharing, and technical assistance can contribute to reducing environmental risks.
Right to Access to Information
According to the Law on Access to Information, which entered into force in Turkey in 2003, 'Everyone has the Right to Information'. This right is crucial in environmental protection, allowing the public to monitor and address environmental issues. There is no doubt that the right to information on environmental matters is regulated under the legislation and that the requested information and documents should be shared. Many judicial decisions also confirm this. However, despite this, public institutions and organisations violate the right to environmental information by leaving many applications unanswered or giving feedback that the requested information is within the scope of exceptions. In addition, the courts have made decisions emphasising the right to information in lawsuits filed against public institutions and organisations for ignoring applications of commercial secrets or without giving reasons. The following examples illustrate the lack of accountability of public authorities.
· Afşin Elbistan B Thermal Power Plant Case: In 2021, TEMA Foundation requested from the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change the flue gas measurement data of the Afşin Elbistan B Thermal Power Plant in Kahramanmaraş province, which continues to operate even though it has not completed its environmental investments. In the course of the lawsuit filed by the Foundation after the information and documents requested in the duly filed access to information application were not shared under the name of trade secrets, the Regional Administrative Court emphasised that the said access to information application was made to ensure the protection of the environment guaranteed by the Constitution, and concluded that the rejection of information regarding the execution of public service by considering it as a commercial secret is incompatible with the principles of transparency, transparency and accountability, which are among the basic principles of public administration. Despite this, the Ministry has still not provided the requested information.
· ÇAN 18 Mart Thermal Power Plant Case: Many of the information and documents requested by the ÇAN Environmental Association in its application for access to information regarding the landfill sites of the thermal power plant were not submitted, leaving the application for access to information largely unanswered. In the lawsuit filed by the association, the court emphasised that the application was made by the plaintiff's non-governmental organisation, which is active in protecting the environment within the scope of its field of activity and in ensuring the safety of the environment guaranteed by the Constitution. The court ruled that the application was made by the purpose of the Law on Access to Information, which is to enable people to exercise their right to information by the principles of equality, impartiality and openness, which are the requirements of democratic and transparent governance. However, despite the court decision, the Ministry has not provided the requested information. 
Information on Air Quality
· Access to comprehensive environmental information on air quality in Turkey is hindered by several challenges. Despite Turkey's compliance with international reporting requirements, detailed data on pollutant emissions and air pollution are lacking, resulting in limited access to information on specific pollution sources, particularly industrial facilities. This gap in information has significant implications for public health and environmental protection.
· While the National Air Quality Monitoring Network provides some data, its design and data quality are often subject to criticism. Inadequate monitoring of industrial pollution and the lack of necessary data from many monitoring stations exacerbate the problem. For instance, air quality monitoring data around the İliç gold mine was briefly shared after the accident and removed from the database. The severe restriction of access to air quality data following the February 2023 earthquakes is another instance where the system failed to meet public needs. The Government's failure to produce or share critical data, especially in high-risk areas like Antakya, clearly indicates the need for improvement.
Right to Protest
Anyone who defends environmental rights, including constitutional rights to a clean and healthy environment, and who is threatened while defending these rights is an environmental defender. The main threats faced by environmental defenders are judicial harassment, being unjustly detained when they exercise their right to protest, being subjected to investigations, and losing their lives as a result of excessive use of force by security forces. The biggest problem environmental defenders face when exercising their right to protest is state-capital cooperation.
· Metin Lokumcu
An indictment was prepared against 13 police officers, demanding up to 6 years imprisonment on the charge of 'negligently causing death' concerning the death of retired teacher Metin Lokumcu, who died of a heart attack as a result of water cannons and pepper spray fired by the police during a protest in Artvin's Hopa district in 2011 against environmental destruction caused by hydroelectric power plants in the region and producers' rights. The Hopa Criminal Court of First Instance accepted the indictment in 2021. The first hearing of the lawsuit filed ten years after Lokumcu's death was held at Trabzon 2nd Criminal Court of First Instance. However, considering the current State of evidence, the court ruled that it had no jurisdiction, and the file was sent to Trabzon 2nd High Criminal Court. In the 14th hearing held at Trabzon 2nd High Criminal Court on September 6, 2024, the prosecutor demanded acquittal for 13 police officers individually in his final opinion. The court decided to acquit all 13 police officers. In the verdict statement, the Presiding Judge stated that there was 'no causal link' between the use of pepper spray by the police and the death of Metin Lokumcu, who died of a heart attack.
· Unexplained Murder Ali Ulvi and Aysin Büyüknohutçu
A 427-hectare section of Alacadağ, which includes cedar tree communities and other rare forest tree species, which are very few in the world and densely populated in this region of Antalya, was taken under protection as a "Nature Reserve" in 1990. However, marble and stone quarries, which started to be opened one after another in the mid-2000s, reached the border of the Alacadağ Nature Reserve, where both cedar communities are located, and began to threaten the area where the Büyüknohutçu family also lived. In response, the couple Ali Ulvi and Aysin Büyüknohutçu started to fight to defend nature and life in their region. On May 11, 2017, Ali Ulvi and Aysin Büyüknohutçu were murdered in their chalet on the Kızılcık Plateau in the Finike district of Antalya.
· Reşit Kibar 
On September 3, 2024, villagers organised through Çifteköprü Agricultural Development Cooperative wanted to prevent the felling of trees after construction equipment entered the forest for a recreation area project in the Cankurtaran district of Hopa district of Artvin. A company employee opened fire with a gun on the villagers who wanted to prevent the cutting. Reşit Kibar, Ersan Koyuncu and Gökhan Koyuncu were wounded in the attack. The injured were taken to Hopa State Hospital and taken under treatment. Reşit Kibar, who was seriously injured in the attack, died in the hospital.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  People who wanted to prevent tree cutting in Hopa were shot at: 1 dead, 2 wounded (gazeteduvar.com.tr)] 

· Coşkun Family
On December 11, 2021, the Coşkun family of Topçam village, who opposed the mine in the Çine district of Aydın, were shot at. Four shots were fired at the family, and no one was killed or injured.[footnoteRef:17] The prosecutor's office did not open an investigation[footnoteRef:18] into the shooting of Ali and Cennet Coşkun, villagers of Çine Topçam, who have been struggling for months against the mine operating 60 meters away from their house after they told them not to dump the mine excavation close to their home. [17:  They opened fire on villagers fighting against the mine in Aydın Çine | Özer Akdemir | Ekoloji Birliği (ekolojibirligi.org)]  [18:  https://www.evrensel.net/haber/456050/maden-karsiti-aileye-silahli-saldiri-davasi-kapatilmak-isteniyor] 

· Bülent Şık: Scientist Sued for Publishing Cancer Report
The one year and three months imprisonment sentence given to Dr Bülent Şık for sharing with the public the findings of a project conducted by the Ministry of Health, which aimed to identify cancer-causing chemicals in areas where cancer cases are expected in Turkey and ended in 2015, was overturned by the 13th Criminal Chamber of the Istanbul Regional Court of Appeals. The Chamber stated that the report was not confidential and acquitted Şık In April 2018. Assist. Assoc. Prof. Bülent Şık, one of the academics involved in the research consisting of 16 separate projects, announced the results in a series of articles published in Cumhuriyet newspaper when the report on the effect of environmental pollution on cancer cases was not released.

Criminalisation / Detention
Rights defenders of the environmental movement are criminalised with allegations such as protesting for money for the benefit of different interest groups, membership in a terrorist organisation, making terrorist propaganda, and being agents of foreign states. These allegations are sometimes reported to the public through media reports, while at other times, they are made publicly by the highest-level representatives of the State.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  https://gundemfethiye.com/haluk-ozsoy-muglayi-ne-besli-ceteye-ne-fasizan-karanlik-sermayeye-ne-de-diger-kotuluklere-yem-etmeyecegiz-60083/] 


The Role of Media in Smear Campaigns Against Environmental Advocacy Organizations
An application to the Constitutional Court[footnoteRef:20] concerns the defamation of environmental defenders. During the protests against the Cerrattepe gold and copper mines, on February 25 2016, some pro-government national newspapers targeted the head of the protesting local non-governmental organisation, published an article titled "Not an Environmentalist, German Pawn" and printed photographs of him on the same day, the hosts of the “Günün Manşeti” program, also broadcast on the pro-government Kanal 24, [E. D] and [H.Ç] discussed the article, questioned the real reasons for the environmental protests, claimed foreign influence and implied that the first applicant was part of a broader conspiracy against Turkey's interests. This smear campaign was then repeated on March 2 2016, in another pro-government newspaper in another article entitled "German Pawn Posed - Photo of Betrayal", linking the first applicant to foreign and political connections, including the PKK and the CHP. The applicants filed a criminal complaint stating that these publications defamed them and incited the public to hostility by labelling them as terrorists. However, on October 26, 2016, the Artvin Public Prosecutor's Office decided that an investigation was unnecessary. [20:  Turkish Constitutional Court, This application was found inadmissible by the Constitutional Court for failure to exhaust domestic remedies.] 

Detentions of local protestors
Citizen protests on environmental issues often result in arrests. Some cases are presented below.
· On June 8, 2020, 5 women villagers protesting the mining company's activities in the village of Bursa Kirazlıyayla were detained upon the company's complaint.[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  https://ekmekvegul.net/gundem/kirazliyaylada-yasam-alanlarini-savunan-koylu-kadinlar-gozaltina-alindi] 

· On April 8, 2023, 11 villagers of Deştin, who were holding a vigil to protect olive groves and forest areas against the cement factory project in Muğla Menteşe, were detained after a raid by the gendarmerie. The detained citizens were released under judicial control conditions.[footnoteRef:22]  [22:  https://www.seferikeci.org/2023/04/08/muglada-cimento-fabrikasina-karsi-nobet-tutan-koylulere-gozalti/] 

· On August 23, 2022, villagers in the Mezeköy neighbourhood of Aydın's Köşk district started a vigil to prevent construction equipment from entering the area after their land was confiscated through expropriation for a GPP project for which an EIA was deemed not necessary. Gendarmerie raids dispersed the vigil, and 20 people, including villagers and representatives of civil society organisations, were detained.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  https://ekolojibirligi.org/aydinda-koylulerden-jese-karsi-eylem-jandarmadan-gozalti/] 

· On August 9, 2024, gendarmerie teams intervened with the villagers in the Söğütlü quarter of the Söğütlü neighbourhood in the Fethiye district of Muğla province who were struggling against the Sekiyaka 2 Hydroelectric Power Plant (HEPP) owned by Akfen Holding and the transfer of the water from the HEPP to the villages in Seydikemer district. Eight villagers were beaten and detained in handcuffs. One of the detainees suffered a head injury.[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  https://gundemfethiye.com/fethiye-sogutlude-gozaltina-alinan-koyluler-serbest-birakildi-65344/] 

· On May 19, 2022, villagers who opposed the mine to be established by Seyitoğlu Mining in Harê hamlet of Hakkari were beaten by soldiers. 2 people were seriously injured, and six people were detained.[footnoteRef:25]  [25:  https://politikahaber.com/hakkaride-maden-ocaginin-kurulmasina-karsi-cikan-koyluler-darp-edildi/] 

Criminal Cases
· Ali Ekber Barmağıç, President of Munzur Environment, Culture and Solidarity Association, which advocates for rights by bringing visibility to crimes against nature and habitats, was detained on June 30, 2020. Barmağıç, whose file was given a confidentiality order, was sentenced to 2 years, four months and three days for making propaganda for a terrorist organisation.[footnoteRef:26]  [26:  https://www.sessizkalma.org/tr/savunucu/ali-ekber-barmagic] 

· During the protests organised in 2016 against the opening of a gold and copper mine in Cerrattepe in Artvin (Cerrattepe region is known as one of the world's 100 natural forests and is located within the Hatila National Park) by Cengiz Holding, which is also known to support the Government, 21 people, including journalists and members of environmental associations, were prosecuted for opposing the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations No. 2911 of the Turkish Penal Code as a result of an investigation conducted by the Artvin Chief Public Prosecutor's Office and environmental defenders were sentenced.
Compensation Lawsuits (Strategic Litigation Against Public Participation)
· Halime Şaman and Ufuk Beytekin
In 2021, the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change decided that an EIA is not necessary for a geothermal hotel project in Muğla Marmaris Bay, which will environmentally affect the entire bay ecosystem and the national park in which it is located. The company that owns the hotel project filed a lawsuit against Halime Şaman, Marmaris Assembly Spokesperson of the Muğla Environment Platform, and Ufuk Beytekin, Chairman of the Marmaris City Council, who have been working to stop this ecological destruction project. Both lawsuits have been ongoing since 2021. Şaman and Beytekin were detained during demonstrations to stop the illegal hotel construction. The Muğla Administrative Court cancelled the Ministry of Environment's decision that the EIA was not necessary, but the hotel construction continues.[footnoteRef:27]  [27:  https://www.sessizkalma.org/tr/savunucu/ufuk-beytekin] 

· Muammer Sakaryalı
Due to mass poisonings in Uşak İnayköy, where gold mining is carried out, blood samples were taken from 9 volunteers in late 2006, and all of them tested positive for cyanide, which was much higher than usual. Against Muammer Sakaryalı, who publicised this issue and emphasised that if the incident was not clarified, all suspicions would be centred on the gold mine, the gold mining company Tüprag filed a lawsuit against Sakaryalı for 50 thousand YTL in compensation.[footnoteRef:28]  [28:  https://www.birgun.net/haber/bu-dava-cevrecilere-41396; https://www.evrensel.net/haber/222060/madenciden-cevrecilere-davali-tehdit] 

· Özer Akdemir
Koza Gold Enterprises filed a similar lawsuit for damages against journalist Özer Akdemir, who reported on possible cyanide contamination in the Bergama Gold Mine after a flood in February 2009.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  https://www.evrensel.net/haber/197332/cevreciler-mahkeme-kapisindaydi] 

The Akbelen Forest Case 
The struggle in Akbelen Forest, which local people have waged for the last five years against a coal mine expansion project, stands out with striking examples of almost all environmental and human rights violations presented in this report. The mine expansion project was exempted from the EIA process because it was planned before the EIA Regulation came into force in 1993.[footnoteRef:30] Lawsuits have been filed against the EIA exemption and for the cancellation of the permission granted by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for the allocation of Akbelen Forest to the mine. Throughout these legal proceedings, there have been repeated violations of the requirement for impartial and scientifically qualified experts[footnoteRef:31], the right of the plaintiff to express themselves[footnoteRef:32], and the right of the plaintiff's lawyers to defend their clients’ rights[footnoteRef:33]. These violations have infringed upon the right to access to justice. The local and regional courts dismissed all of the cases [30:  Appeal for Akbelen Forest
https://artigercek.com/cevre/akbelen-ormani-icin-istinaf-basvurusu-yapildi-270287 ]  [31:  Scandalous Expert Report in Akbelen Mining can be done in the Forest
https://www.iklimhaber.org/akbelende-skandal-bilirkisi-raporu-ormanda-madencilik-yapilabilir ]  [32:  Resistance fighters in Akbelen were not allowed to reconnaissance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krtfR-fImJ ]  [33:  Insult to lawyers by judge at Akbelen discovery: Mentally ill
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/akbelen-kesfinde-hakimden-avukatlara-hakaret-ruh-hastasi-haber-153416 ] 

The five-year struggle was supported by the residents of the İkizköy neighbourhood where the Akbelen Forest is located, as well as volunteer technical experts, ecological rights defenders, and a wide range of citizens from all over Turkey. During this period, human rights defenders participating in the forest watch were subject to repeated attacks by law enforcement forces.[footnoteRef:34] The disproportionate violence used by law enforcement resulted in injuries,[footnoteRef:35] and numerous detentions were carried out. Environmental engineer Deniz Gümüşel, who has been actively involved in the struggle to protect the Akbelen Forest, was detained five times. In 2023, she was banned from entering Akbelen Forest and her hometown of Milas district, where the forest is located, for more than a year.[footnoteRef:36] Gümüşel and other detained citizens were released with a travel ban and judicial control measures. The legal investigations lasted more than a year without a trial and judicial control measures continued to be applied as de facto punishment during this period. (Please see Appendices for an overall summary of Akbelen Forest case.) [34:  https://www.agos.com.tr/tr/yazi/28942/akbelen-de-direnis-suruyor-gozaltina-alinanlar-serbest https://www.google.com/search?q=Akbelen+Orman%C4%B1na+jandarma+sald%C4%B1r%C4%B1s%C4%B1&oq=Akbelen+Orman%C4%B1na+jandarma+sald%C4%B1r%C4%B1s%C4%B ]  [35:  Gendarmerie intervention with batons, shields and pepper gas against those defending the trees in Akbelen Detentions https://yesilgazete.org/akbelende-agaclari-savunanlara-cop-kalkan-biber-gazli-jandarma-mudahalesi-gozaltilar-var ]  [36:  https://www.birgun.net/haber/akbelen-de-gozaltina-alinan-cevreci-gumusel-in-memleketi-milas-a-girisi-yasaklandi-456283; 
https://ihsda.org/2023/07/28/akbelene-ve-yasam-savunucularina-dokunma ] 

CONCLUSION
As everywhere worldwide, environmental degradation and the effects of climate change are on the rise in Turkey. The adverse environmental impacts of mining, energy, construction projects, and waste disposal practices pose severe threats to the right to a safe, clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. Furthermore, this regression directly affects the human rights of individuals living under the jurisdiction of the Turkish Republic as well as others who suffer from transboundary damages resulting from activities conducted in Turkey.
International human rights law and international environmental law are inextricably linked. The right to a safe, healthy and sustainable environment is now well established as a self-standing right, and the impacts on the enjoyment of other rights due to environmental degradation are well documented. Protecting a full range of human rights and fundamental freedoms is also necessary to enjoy the right to a healthy environment. These include, among others, the right to an effective remedy and reparation for human rights violations, freedom of expression and information, freedom of association, the right to peaceful assembly, the right to public participation, and the right to a fair hearing. Only with this more comprehensive human rights framework can the goal of protecting the environment through the law be achieved.
The cost of infrastructure projects that affect environmental human rights runs to billions of dollars, and non-compliance with international law and standards developed to protect the environment in construction projects is especially pronounced in jurisdictions like Turkey, where severe threats to the rule of law are growing.
Access to justice
Specific obstacles to access to environmental justice exacerbate the situation in these cases. As noted in this report, these problems include:
· non-implementation of court decisions,
· failure to ensure fair hearings arising from the summary procedure and urgent expropriations,
· high expert fees,
· excessively narrow interpretation of the concept of "interests" in administrative justice, 
· jurisdictional impediments stemming from the implementation of a constitutional complaint mechanism,
· failure to ensure the right to public participation in proceedings affecting environmental rights,
· lack of transparency and a variety of impediments before the right to information;
· pressure and chilling of media covering environmental developments;
· the absence of health impact assessments in construction projects.

Resolving all these problems requires adopting a holistic approach in line with the development of international environmental and human rights law. Meaningful and free participation of all stakeholders, including environmental activists and human rights defenders, is also necessary.

RECOMMENDATIONS

· A strategic environmental assessment (SEA) approach should be adopted, and EIA principles and methods should be implemented in higher-level planning and decision-making processes such as policies, plans, and programs. SEA aims to integrate environmental and social considerations into strategic choices and alternatives and to identify and avoid potential conflicts and trade-offs. SEA can also provide a framework for assessing the cumulative and transboundary impacts of multiple projects and activities that may be associated with or affected by a common strategy or plan. 
· Environmental impact assessment mechanisms should be conducted to ensure complete and meaningful public participation. All exemptions and exceptions granted to investor companies for their benefit should be eliminated from the EIA legislation. All projects with potential environmental impacts should be assessed based on the precautionary principle and with public participation.
· Health Impact Assessments, in compliance with international standards, should be integrated into legislation to prevent the serious adverse effects of climate change and environmental harm on individuals' health.
· Turkey should ratify or accede to all relevant international treaties on environmental protection and ensure their full implementation. In particular, Turkey should become party to the Aarhus Convention on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters, the Espoo Convention on environmental impact assessment in a transboundary context, the Basel Protocol on Liability and Compensation for Damage Resulting from Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, the Council of Europe Convention on Civil Liability for Damage resulting from Activities Dangerous to the environment, the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law, the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and its related Protocols
· Accede to the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, allowing for individual communications.
· Ensure that major construction projects having a significant effect on human rights and the environment should only proceed following an effective participative and accessible environmental, health and human rights impact assessment and that any person or entity expressing an interest in the protection of the environment and the potential harm arising from the project has the right to accede to the administrative court to challenge the project and its assessment both in terms of procedure and merit.
Specific measures related to access to justice
· Provisions on legal aid mechanisms should be amended to facilitate access to justice venues for victims of environmental harm. Excessive financial burdens on victims in ecological matters through high and repetitive judicial fees should be prevented.
· Article 20/A (1) of Law no. 2577 and Article 27 of Law no.2942 should be amended to exclude the application of summary procedures and urgent expropriations in environmental matters.
· Harassment and intimidation of environmental rights defenders through legal actions must end, including against ecological and human rights defenders, academics and peaceful protesters.
· State authorities must refrain from censorship or similar interference with media expression, whether online or offline.
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