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		THE RIGHTS OF BLACK CHILDREN IN BRAZIL

Introduction
1. The reality of children of African descent is deeply affected by systemic institutional and environmental racism, a lasting legacy of colonial slavery that continues to perpetuate their marginalization and vulnerability. This report aims to highlight the primary challenges faced by Afro-descendant children in Brazil. Despite their significant contributions to Brazilian society, including cultural enrichment and social progress, Afro-descendant children constitute one of the most vulnerable groups due to the intersecting factors of racism, socioeconomic inequality, and inadequate access to essential services.
2. The report incorporates an intersectional analysis of the situation of Afro-descendant children of African descent, considering gender, race, and class, and assesses the commitments made by the Brazilian State in international frameworks such as the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. At the end of each thematic section, additional questions are proposed to be addressed by the Committee to the State Party regarding the measures taken to ensure the fulfillment of the rights of Afro-descendant children as mandated by the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
3. The guiding principle of this report iss to guarantee the rights of Black children from early childhood, as actions to change their living conditions and ensure their dignity are often overlooked in discussions and reports on violations of the rights of babies, children, and adolescents. The focus is to address their invisibility as rights holders and the racism they suffer which devalues their histories and cultures, religious practices, ways of being and living, and the material and immaterial contributions of Black people, both past and present. Addressing the socioeconomic and psychosocial effects of racism from early childhood can alter social relations and practices within public services and facilities to better meet the needs and demands of Black families.

Topic 1: Data Collection and Visibility

4. In Brazil, there remains a substantial lack of stratified data that enables the understanding of specific realities such as those of children of African descent. The absence of disaggregated data by race and ethnicity makes it challenging to create and strengthen specific public policies. This lack of visibility contributes to the continued marginalization and vulnerability of children of African descent. In 2023, the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) released the 3rd Gender Statistics Bulletin – Social Indicators of Women in Brazil. The report indicated that in 2022, girls dedicated almost twice as much time to household chores and caregiving compared to men. When the data is disaggregated by color, this time is 1.6 times greater for girls and women of African descent.

Proposed Additional Questions to be Addressed to the State Party
a) What measures have been adopted by the State Party in data collection to ensure the generation of disaggregated microdata by race, particularly concerning children of African descent?
b) How does the State Party plan to improve the visibility of children of African descent in its statistical data?
c) What steps are being taken to ensure that data collection methods are inclusive and accurately reflect the realities of children of African descent?


Topic 2: Education

5. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused widespread losses, changes, and uncertainties due to illness and death, as well as the need for isolation and staying at home. This situation impacted both the physical and mental health of individuals and the structure for meeting basic needs worldwide. It led to an economic crisis and austerity measures by governments, increasing disparities in race, gender, and income, necessitating the monitoring of social indicators to prevent deepening inequalities.
6. In response, Geledés conducted the research "The Education of Black Girls in Times of Pandemic: Deepening Inequalities," which evaluated the impact of school closures on the educational rights of Black girls. The concern stemmed from the fact that Black children and adolescents are predominantly from vulnerable families in classes C, D, and E, who were engaged in essential in-person work during the pandemic and predominantly in precarious employment, requiring them to leave home to earn income and obtain food.
7. Consequently, Black family members responsible for school-aged children and adolescents could not supervise or guide remote educational activities and lacked support from public agencies for student assistance. The study focused on the city of São Paulo and found that Black girls were most affected by the adoption of remote learning mediated by digital technology. The data highlighted the difficulties in accessing distance learning tools and the low participation in school activities, which posed risks to their retention, learning, and completion of basic education.
8. The research identified the violation of Black girls' right to education based on several points:

(i) Black families had parents working in-person since the pandemic began, and Black girls assumed more domestic responsibilities.
(ii) Families without internet access were predominantly Black; those using mobile data packages or shared/community access were Black and mixed-race; white families accessed the internet via cable/broadband with Wi-Fi.
(iii) Computers were used by 63.64% of white families and 23.81% of Black families; the primary access device for white families was the computer, while for Black families, it was the mobile phone.
(iv) Black girls had the least access to educational materials compared to Black boys, white girls, and white boys.
(v) Black girls also struggled the most with completing assignments.
(vi) 15% of boys dedicated at least 6 hours to studies, while this rate was 8% for girls.
(vii) Teachers identified the main impacts of the pandemic on Black students as increased dropout rates, academic failure, and changes in school culture.
(viii) Teachers noted that the pandemic's main impacts on girls' education included increased violence and rights violations, school dropout, and growing social inequalities.
(ix) Teachers believed Black girls would be differently affected by the pandemic compared to other groups.
(x) Members of civil society organizations felt that Black children and adolescents were significantly impacted by the pandemic and that racial issues were not addressed in the curriculum.

9. This scenario presents a challenge for the Rights Guarantee System to implement public policies that ensure educational rights and promote the defense and oversight of school access for all, with particular attention to the realities of Black girls. The pandemic's impact on Black students' educational trajectories highlights how gender and race oppressions determine distinct positions and possibilities in society. These social conditions limit Black girls' educational paths and negatively impact their future prospects.

Proposed Additional Questions to be Addressed to the State Party

a) What policies and programs are in place to specifically support the educational needs of girls and children of African descent?
b) How does the State Party plan to address the disparities in access to educational resources and opportunities between Black children and their peers?
c) What measures are being taken to ensure the retention, learning, and completion of education for girls and children of African descent?

Topic 3: Health

10. Children of African descent face significant barriers in accessing healthcare, particularly in areas of sexual and reproductive health. The high rates of maternal mortality among Black women reflect broader systemic issues within the healthcare system. Racist stereotypes and discriminatory practices continue to affect the quality of care received by these populations. Black children suffer from environmental impacts, as seen in the case of those affected by dam failures and large environmental projects. They were also the main victims of orphanhood caused by COVID-19, among other social inequalities that extend across all areas of social rights.
11. A documentary study by Antão (2020) reveals that more than 40% of children and adolescents up to 14 years old live in poverty in Brazil. This research also highlights other dimensions such as education, information, and protection against child labor, directly impacting social vulnerability, poverty, and neglect (ANTÃO, 2020). UNICEF (2010) reports that 26 million Brazilian children and adolescents live in poor families, with 45.6% of Black children living in poverty compared to 32.9% of white children. The racial inequity persists, with Black children being 70% more likely to be poor than white children.
12. Poverty forces children and youth out of school and into early work, often in hazardous jobs, making them vulnerable. UNICEF (2010) data show that 64.78% of working children and adolescents in Brazil are Black. Black girls represent 87% to 93% of children involved in domestic work, suffering the most physically and psychologically (INSTITUTO PENSI, 2021). Black children aged 7 to 14 are 30% more likely to be out of school than their white peers. According to the 2021 Censo do Módulo Criança e Adolescente (MPRJ) in Rio de Janeiro, 33.16% of the child population is institutionalized, with higher vulnerability rates among Black children. The main reasons for institutional care are neglect (36.95%) and abandonment by parents or guardians (9.03%) (MPRJ, 2021, p. 63).
13. Black children face significant social vulnerability, leading to mental health issues. Sousa (2020) asks how the mental health of Black children who experience racism daily is affected, noting potential problems like low self-esteem, mental disorders, and developmental and interpersonal relationship difficulties (SOUSA, 2020, p. 24). Oliveira et al. (2021) state that racism during childhood impacts self-image, leading to a negative racial identity, low self-esteem, and feelings of inferiority, resulting in isolation. Girls face racism more in terms of appearance, while boys are stereotyped as troublemakers (OLIVEIRA et al., 2021, p. 28777). The intersectionality of race, gender, and class must be considered when evaluating the mental health of the Black population (AKOTIRENE, 2019; MEYER, 2003).

Proposed Additional Questions to be Addressed to the State Party

a) Considering the obstacles to guaranteeing the sexual and reproductive rights of children of African descent, how does the State Party intend to prevent setbacks in legislative and public policy frameworks and advance in the prevention of rights violations?
b) What initiatives are being implemented to improve access to healthcare for children of African descent, particularly in the areas of sexual and reproductive health?
c) How is the State Party addressing the specific health disparities faced by children of African descent?

Topic 4: Violence Against Children

14. Children of African descent are disproportionately affected by violence, including police violence, domestic violence, and systemic neglect. The high rates of violence against these children highlight the need for targeted interventions that address the root causes of this violence and provide comprehensive support to victims and their families. In Brazil, 76% of child and adolescent homicide victims are Black. This alarming statistic is part of a larger issue of violence against Black youth in the country. The research, conducted by World Vision in collaboration with the Movement for Public Policy for Youth (MJPOP), the Ceará Committee for the Prevention of Homicides in Adolescence, the Independent Mothers of May Movement, and the Mothers of the Periphery Movement for Victims of Police Violence in Ceará, analyzed data on homicides of children and adolescents from 2009 to 2019.
15. The research aimed to understand the dynamics of homicides, identify the primary victims, and determine the locations where these deaths are most prevalent. It focused on homicide data for adolescents and youth aged 10 to 19, considering race, gender, and geographic location. The data were sourced from the Mortality Information System (SIM) of the Ministry of Health and population projection data from the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE).
16. Homicides of children and adolescents had been increasing in Brazil since 2009, with 11,804 deaths recorded that year. The peak in child and adolescent homicides coincided with the overall homicide record in 2017, when Brazil recorded 65,602 homicides. From 2018, there was a significant decline, with 6,930 deaths recorded in 2019, a 41.3% reduction compared to 2017. Between 2009 and 2019, a total of 107,670 children and adolescents were murdered in Brazil, 76% of whom were Black, accounting for 81,512 victims, and 93% were boys.
17. "The number of Black youth killed has been increasing over time, from 71% in 2009 to 81% in 2019. Conversely, the number of white youth killed has decreased from 23% in 2009 to 17% in 2019," said Reginaldo Silva, a specialist in public policy management and Advocacy Coordinator at World Vision. "These numbers show that we cannot address violence prevention without considering race as a critical component of Brazil's social structure."
18. Over the 11 years analyzed, all regions saw a reduction in child and adolescent homicides except the North, which experienced a 29% increase. The Central-West region had the highest reduction at 66%. The increase in the North can be attributed to intense drug trafficking disputes and the strengthening of criminal groups. Despite the need for further study on the causes of violence in the region, it is evident that these disputes have raised overall homicide rates, affecting young people significantly.
19. To combat the high homicide rates in the North, World Vision has initiated awareness and local group mobilization actions to collectively develop violence prevention measures. Adolescents and youth have been trained in community mobilization and policy monitoring methodologies in the security area. There was also significant variation in child and adolescent homicide rates across Brazilian states. Of the 27 capitals, 15 saw reductions, while 12 saw increases. In 2019, the states with the highest homicide rates were Amapá (67%), Bahia (40%), Rio Grande do Norte (40%), and Acre (35%). Salvador had the highest youth homicide rate in 2019, with 66 per 100,000 inhabitants and 260 deaths.

Proposed Additional Questions to be Addressed to the State Party

a) What measures have been adopted by the State Party to address violence against children of African descent in an intersectional manner, from prevention to accountability?
b) How is the State Party ensuring that the rights of children of African descent are protected in cases of police violence and systemic neglect?
c) What steps are being taken to provide comprehensive support to victims of violence and their families, particularly those of African descent?


Topic 5: Access to Justice

20. Access to justice remains limited for children of African descent, who often face systemic barriers and discrimination within the legal system. Efforts to improve access to justice must consider the unique challenges faced by these populations and work towards dismantling the institutional racism and sexism that hinder their ability to seek and obtain justice.
21. On July 13, 2022, Brazil celebrated the 32nd anniversary of the Estatuto da Criança e do Adolescente (ECA) or the Statute of the Child and Adolescent. This moment marks a significant achievement for society, characterized by popular participation and a shift in the cultural approach to rights. The celebration emphasizes the importance of this legal-political instrument, which redefines societal views on the rights and participation of children and adolescents. The ECA marks the transition from the Doctrine of Irregular Situation, where children and adolescents were seen as rights holders only in contexts of irregularities and illegalities, to the Doctrine of Comprehensive Protection. This represents a significant advancement in the social rights of children and adolescents, supported nationally by the 1988 Federal Constitution and internationally by mechanisms such as the UN.
22. The foundation of the ECA is reflected in Article 227 of the Federal Constitution, which states: "It is the duty of the family, society, and the State to ensure, with absolute priority, the right to life, health, food, education, leisure, professional training, culture, dignity, respect, freedom, and family and community living for children, adolescents, and young people, protecting them from all forms of neglect, discrimination, exploitation, violence, cruelty, and oppression." (Amendment 65, 2010). Over the past 32 years, the ECA's importance and its gaps have become evident, particularly concerning children of African descent. These children often remain closer to the Doctrine of Irregular Situation, deprived of the social rights guaranteed by the Constitution and declared in Article 227.
23. The harsh reality is that every 23 minutes, a young Black person dies in Brazil. Black children are significantly more likely to die from preventable causes than white children. Black girls are the primary victims of sexual violence, and Black children and adolescents are disproportionately represented in child labor statistics. They also face significant barriers in accessing and staying in basic education and are more exposed to territorial conflicts in urban peripheries, quilombola communities, and Indigenous territories.

Proposed Additional Questions to be Addressed to the State Party

a) What measures have been adopted by the State Party to overcome systemic and institutional barriers in the justice system to ensure access to justice for children of African descent?

Topic 6: Child Labor and Black Children

24. According to the Child Labor Map, Black children currently represent over 62% of child labor victims in Brazil. In the case of domestic work, this percentage increases to 73.5%, with more than 90% being girls. This data highlights the disproportionate impact of child labor on Black children, particularly Black girls, who are most affected by this issue.
25. The prevalence of child labor among Black children is a clear indication of the systemic inequalities and discrimination they face. The high percentage of Black girls involved in domestic work underscores the intersection of race and gender in exacerbating their vulnerability to exploitation and abuse.
26. Addressing child labor requires targeted interventions that consider the unique challenges faced by Black children. Efforts must focus on eliminating the root causes of child labor, such as poverty, lack of access to quality education, and social exclusion, while ensuring the protection and promotion of the rights of Black children.

Proposed Additional Questions to be Addressed to the State Party

a) How does the State Party plan to address the high prevalence of child labor among Black children, particularly Black girls involved in domestic work, and what specific measures will be implemented to eliminate the root causes of this issue, such as poverty, lack of access to quality education, and social exclusion?
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