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ADL report for the 89th CEDAW session on the LaoPDR

The Alliance for Democracy in Laos (ADL) is a worldwide network of Lao human rights and democracy advocates committed to a peaceful change for genuine democracy in Laos. 
ADL is an independent NGO with their headquarter in Germany and international chapters in some host countries of the Lao diaspora. The members are mostly Laotians living in exile in different countries all over the world, including USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Germany, France, Switzerland, Spain, Japan,  Thailand, Laos and others where native citizens of the respective host counties join as active members and supporters.

Article 1 *Defining discrimination
Article 1 of CEDAW defines what is meant by discrimination against women and what the aims of the agreement are. However, the ADL notes that there are clearly different interpretations of this article within the government of Laos.

Article 2 Obligations of state parties
The Constitution of Laos prohibits discrimination against women, but the ADL notes that in practice there are still major shortcomings in many respects. Women are disadvantaged in many areas of daily life.
Question: 
What practical steps are planned by the government to address the obvious deficiencies?

Article 3 State appropriate measures
The government of the Lao PDR points out that there are contact points for problems. There are several telephone hotlines to the Prime Minister's office and to the National Assembly. But no matter when you call there, hardly anyone answers the phone. In most cases, local authorities refuse to accept complaints or describe them as discrediting the government and authorities. This is repeatedly reported to us by citizens of Laos.
Question:
When will the government of Laos finally ensure that these hotlines work and why are most complaints dismissed as discrediting when they are legitimate?

Article 4 Temporary special measures to combat discrimination
In its report on CEDAW, the government of Laos highlights the amnesties granted to women's rights activists. The fact is, however, that none of those who have spoken out about the situation in the country have been pardoned. These include Ms. M. and Ms. L.
Brief background: Ms. M., organized help for those affected by the dam disasters herself after seeing that the government's disaster relief efforts were insufficient. She then criticized the Laotian government's disaster management on social media. On September 12, 2019, Ms. M. was also arrested by the security authorities in Phontong City, Champasaak Province. The charge is: violating Section 117 of the Civil Code and Decree 327, which effectively prohibit freedom of expression in Laos. Ms. M. now faces a 5-year prison sentence and a fine.
On September 12, 2024, Ms. M. was released from prison. She was banned from engaging in political activity. She was also banned from having any contact with Laotians living abroad and was also banned from traveling abroad.
In 2016, Ms. L. was arrested in March 2016 and sentenced to 12  years in prison for criticizing the regime on the internet and petitioning the government of Laos in front of the Laotian Embassy in Thailand, where they were migrant workers. They did not receive adequate legal counsel and were publicly humiliated on Lao state television. 
Other women's rights activists have been victims of forced disappearance. Particularly tragic is the disappearance of Ms. D. from the village of Tanpeo, Khongxedon town, Salavan province, on November 4, 2009, which only became public last year.
It is also claimed that there are laws and decrees that would support women's rights activists, but the fact is that Decree No. 117 makes any statement against the government or state institutions a criminal offense, thus making even the slightest criticism impossible and silencing women's rights activists.
Question:
When will Decree 117 be repealed and when will women's rights activists be given real freedom of speech?

Article 5 Modify social and cultural patterns
The rampant corruption in Laos is severely hampering economic life and making the minimal social state inefficient. Women are particularly affected by this. Crime against women has reached enormous levels. There are various reports of female corpses on the river banks near the special economic zones in the "Golden Triangle". There has so far been no investigation into these murders; on the contrary, the authorities are even trying to cover them up. We know from our activists that these women are all victims of human trafficking and forced prostitution.
Question:
Why are these cases not being solved and why aren't the Chinese investors' permits withdrawn when there is so much criminal activity or is the government no longer in control of its own country? 

Article 6 Suppressing exploitation of women
The divorce rate in Laos is rising sharply. The reasons for this are profound reasons, including persistent corruption as well as the drug problem.
Many men have several lovers and let their wives down. This aggravates social problems in society. Unfortunately, the state welfare in Laos is extremely poor. In family law Laos still seems to have a lot of catching up to do.

The drug police also seem to be working very inefficiently, as the reputation of Laos for the drug problem remains one of the worst. Time and again, tourists and other visitors to the country report on the ease of approaching drugs without being bothered by the police. The society in Laos is dominated by men; still in many areas the word of the man is more valid than that of the woman.
Prostitution is part of everyday life in society. Many adolescents are lured to neighboring Thailand or other countries to work as prostitutes, often under duress. Corrupt officials in the authorities promote this development by providing those affected with fake papers to allow them to travel abroad. The reasons lie in a failed education policy and a lack of future prospects for young people. An estimated number of 600,000 young people have to share this destiny.

There is also a clear need to catch up with the legal side. Although there have been new anti-trafficking laws in Laos since 2015, which include either fines, imprisonment or even the death penalty, judgments are often very lenient. Thus regime critics or even foreigners who express themselves critically against the regime or the authorities are sentenced to prison terms of 5 to 20 years. On the other hand, so-called tugs and other people involved in trafficking are almost exclusively fined. In the case of imprisonment, there is a premature dismissal on the grounds that there is no further risk of re-offending.
Question: 
When will the maintenance rights for women be strengthened?
Are there any concepts against the injustices in the education system?
Why are the anti-drug laws not implemented?
Why are the penalties imposed on drug traffickers comparatively mild with regime critics?

Article 7 & 8 Equality in political and public life at the national level
Under the Constitution of Laos, Lao women are legally equal to Lao men. They have the right to vote and to inherit property. In practice, the roles and status of women in Lao society often depend on ethnic affiliation. In some cases, as in the status of Lao Loum women, the youngest daughter is often assigned the task of caring for elderly parents in return for inheritance benefits like land and business.
After receiving her inheritance, the daughter does not obtain direct control over the land or business, as her husband possesses executive power over such matters. Other women from different ethnic groups do not inherit anything. In 1993, the government of Lao established a program of land surveying and titling which was nominally more beneficial to female landholders. National legislation declaring Lao men and women as "equally entitled to hold property" was also promulgated, including the Family Law proclaiming that "any property purchased during marriage is regarded as joint property", and that the "land owned by a woman prior to her marriage remains her individual property, as does any land she inherits from her parents”.
Question:
In Laos, the Communist Party rules the country. Why was gender equality not implemented on the model of communism?
Are there initiatives to enforce the rights of women in inheritance matters?

Article 9 Equality in nationality laws
In order to get an international passport in Laos, you have to pay an average monthly wage. This is not only disproportionately expensive, it particularly disadvantages women, who often earn less than men, as they are also disadvantaged when it comes to education. New settlers from China or Vietnam, on the other hand, often have it much easier, as the better-paid jobs are often only for them and they are also given preferential treatment by the authorities. In addition, there is extreme corruption - officials often accept bribes in order to shorten the waiting time for passports.
Question:
When will the government of Laos stop this unequal treatment and fight corruption here too?

Article 10 Equality in education
Fewer Laotian girls enroll in schools than boys. After World War II many women, such as the silk weavers of the Bai Hai population, became increasingly engaged in unskilled manual labor. Despite being less literate and educated than men on average (63% of Lao females can read and write, compared to 83% of males), Lao women increasingly became the primary wage earners of their family units, especially in rural areas.                                                                    

ADL has reports and photos in which it is clear how poorly many schools are equipped, but at the same time live the governors in palaces and villas with marble, gold and ivory. Development workers have also reported to the ADL that there is a lack of regional planning in the construction of schools.
Much more frightening is the fact that we have reports of schools being built by aid workers, where the material was sold after the development workers left, and the schools are deteriorating.
Question:
How can it be that despite general compulsory education this difference exists? 
When does the government of Laos finally intend to do something about the chaos in regional planning and the spreading corruption?

Article 11 Equality in employment and labor rights
The government of the Lao PDR neglects the youth in the hundreds of thousands, who become victims of the black market as slave laborers and prostitutes in Thailand and China. instead of being concerned and seeking solutions to the problem the government manufactures narcotics like methamphetamines for sale in neighboring countries while affecting also the youth in Laos.
Corruption in the Lao PDR is epidemic, plaguing every level the political and administrative system from the central to local government, the traffic police in the streets, and government workers at the gates of entry. 

The drug problem in Laos grows up rapidly, because the problem has been neglect by the government, Lao youth especially girls who should be regarded as the backbone of the country have come to lose their potentialities and become useless methamphetamine addicts. Corrupt officials protect this business and allow the production of methamphetamines. We think that more than 30% of the young people in Laos are addicted by drugs. 

Despite their contribution to the fast economic growth in recent years, the government’s mega-development projects have not helped ameliorate the deep chronic lack of employment opportunities (exacerbated by substantial inflows of immigrants from  and China), and the widening income gap between the rich and the poor and between the urban centers and the rural areas. 
Question: 
Has the government investigated possibility that official corruption in the Lao PDR may facilitate and enhance the flow of human trafficking or specifically how underage boys and girls can obtain official passports to go abroad? Why do the Lao Embassy officials in Thailand not try to provide legal and other assistance to the Lao traffic victims even after the Thai authorities rescue them?

Article 12 Equality in access to health facilities
In Laos, people who have no money often cannot get medical treatment. This is especially true for women, especially victims of forced prostitution, who need treatment for sexually transmitted diseases, abuse or other illnesses.
Question:
Why is there no free medical treatment in Laos, since the government is communist?

Article 13 Finance and social security
The economy in Lao is in a disastrous state. This is not the fault of the COVID-19 crisis, as the government claims, but rather of rampant corruption at all levels of administration and the failure to implement UN human rights principles. The ongoing land theft in Laos is also causing problems for the local economy. Around 50% of the land area is now owned by foreign investors, most of them from China. All of this has exacerbated the situation of women and led to many women being forced into prostitution or falling into the clutches of human traffickers through the false promises of criminal organizations.
Question
If the government is not able to strengthen the domestic economy, when will the government finally admit that its economic policies have failed?

Article 14 Rural women
The ADL has reports that there are always forced marriages in Laos due to economic hardship of the families. Particularly worrying are the forced weddings of Lao women to China. Because of the "one-child" policy in China and the frequent abortion of female embryos, the shortage of women in China is high. Often, these women are abused by their Chinese men as cheap slave laborers. The government of Laos has taken initiatives against these constraints, which is very much welcomed by the ADL. However, we have doubts as to whether these measures are taking effect in the face of continuing strong corruption.

Question:
Is the Government of Laos aware of the far-reaching consequences of these forced marriages and the exodus of young women? 
Why is corruption still so high?

Article 15 Equality in legal and civil matters
The women of Lao obtained the right to vote and to be elected in 1958. They remain underrepresented in government at both local and national levels. Women in top positions rarely appear. Mostly only in positions where they cannot make big decisions.

Question:
Women have always played a big role in the history of socialism and communism, why have not these traditions been preserved in Laos by the Communists?

Article 16 Equality in family law
Due to the economic and social problems, the divorce rate in Laos is very high. Women are often abandoned with their children and are left as single mothers without any maintenance payments from their ex-husbands. There is also a lack of childcare options so that these women are able to go to work.

Question:
When will the state introduce a comprehensive maintenance law and when will there be nationwide daycare centers to support women?
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Office in Germany: Dr. Bounthone Chanthalavong- Wiese, ADL President, Letmather Str.71, 58119 Hagen, Germany
                                Phone: +49-2334-44 44 668 or +49 1732930267, E-mail: chanthalavong@aol.com 
Australia:               Mr.Pheng Sacksady, Vice -President and regional president, ADL chapter of Australia, 6 Quambone Place,Isabella Plains A.C.T, Phone+61-41 37 66 216, E-mail: pheng.sone52@gmail.com
Canada:                  Mr.Kambane Anonthisen, regional president, ADL chapter of Canada, 84 Highgatz Rord Kichener ,          
                               ONT,  Phone:  +1-519-58 80 502,  E-mail: khambane@hotmail.com	
USA:                       Ms.Khamphene Souvannasane, regional president, ADL chapter of USA , 3837 Rusty Dell St., 
Fortworth, TX 76111, Phone:+1-682- 554- 6675 , E-mail: khamhene@yahoo.com. 
France:                   Mr.Bounhom ( Christian) Chantha, regional president, ADL chapter of France, Phone +33 0628252231,
                               24​ rue​de​la​mare 95650 Puiseux pontoise 95650,E-Mail:  chris.chantas@wanadoo.fr
New Zealand:     	Mr. Somchine Sithivong, regional president, ADL chapter of New Zeeland, 6 Ropata Cres, Lower Hutt.  
                               5010 Wellington,phone: +64- 49 34 86 35, E-Mail: xsittivong24@gmail.com


5

image2.png




image1.JPG
Y &
Humedoiovsganiustnluano

ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY IN LAOS
Alliance pour la Démocratie au Laos

Letmather Str.71, 58119 Hagen, Germany. Phone: 0049( 2334) 44 44 668, E-Mail: alliance-lao@alice.de
www.laoalliance.com





