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Mr Chairman,
Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great honour to present, as head of the Slovenian delegation, the Third periodic report of the Republic of Slovenia on the measures for the fulfilment of human rights ensuing from the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Let me first express our regret for submitting the report rather late. In 2014, Slovenia fulfilled a series of reporting obligations towards treaty bodies: in addition to the report presented today, our country submitted the reports pursuant to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as a new common core document. I can assure you that Slovenia remains committed to respecting its obligations to the Human Rights Committee as the body central to implementing the provisions of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
At the outset, allow me to present the Slovenian delegation:
- Mr Peter Pavlin, Mr Jernej Koselj and Mr Robert Golobinek from the Ministry of Justice,
- Ms Ružica Boškić and Ms Jana Lovšin from the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities,
· Ms Sonja Trančar from the Ministry of Culture,
· Mr Aleš Ojsteršek and Ms Mija Javornik from the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport,
· Mr Sandi Čurin, Ms Alenka Snoj and Ms Sabina Hrovatin from the Ministry of the Interior,
· Mr Peter Skerbiš and Mr Anton Toni Klančnik from the Police,
· Ms Dragica Iskrenovič from the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning,
· Ms Vesna Kalčič and Ms Tjaša Herman from the Office for National Minorities,
· Ms Alenka Markov from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
· and me – Tina Brecelj,  Deputy Minister of Justice and Head of Delegation of the Republic of Slovenia. 
Mr Chairman,
The Third Periodic Report of the Republic of Slovenia spans the period from the consideration of the preceding report in 2005 to May 2014. Relevant information is also included in the new common core document, submitted in October 2014, and the replies to the list of issues, submitted last November.
During the two years following the submission of the report, several significant political, legislative and other changes occurred in Slovenia with regard to the protection and implementation of rights pursuant to the Covenant.
The 2014 parliamentary election substantially improved the representation of women in politics. Today, the percentage of women in the National Assembly is 35.6, while 50 per cent of ministerial posts are occupied by women.
After years of economic and financial crisis, which severely affected Slovenia, 2014 showed first signs of economic recovery. Growth continued in the following year and, at the proposal of the government, at the end of 2015, the National Assembly adopted a set of laws that entirely abolished austerity measures relating to cash social assistance and partly discontinued those relating to child benefits and state scholarships.
Furthermore, in 2015 Slovenia faced massive influx of migrants, most of them in transit towards the north. Since mid-October 2015, around 480,000 migrants crossed the country. Slovenia is doing its best, in cooperation with European partners and countries in the region, to find proper solutions for the management of this extraordinary migratory situation. Our country will continue to do its best, with the support of volunteers, NGOs and international actors, to provide them with the necessary care and medical assistance. Slovenia will strive to take appropriate care of migrants and international protection applicants, in accordance with international standards and in collaboration with other countries along the Western Balkan migration route, and will continue to grant international protection to all those entitled.
In December 2014, Slovenia ratified the Council of Europe's Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, which is an important step towards a more holistic and efficient response to violence against women.
Several amendments of legislation, adopted in this period further enhance the protection of rights pursuant to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
With the amended Criminal Code, which took effect in October 2015, Slovenia has introduced a series of provisions that improve the protection of victims of criminal offences. Allow me to point out some of them:
· The criminal offence of threat, which used to be liable to private prosecution, is now prosecuted ex officio by a state prosecutor on the victim's request. A new measure has been introduced to protect victims, namely the restraining order imposed by the court for specific criminal offences where the perpetrator has violated the physical or mental integrity of the victim.
· Another important amendment is the new criminal offence relating to the confiscation or destruction of personal documents in the context of criminal offences of human trafficking.
· I would also like to stress the introduction of the new criminal offence of forced marriage or other marriage-like union. Following a recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, a survey was conducted in 2013 to examine the incidence of early and forced marriages among Roma community in Slovenia. It showed that the occurrence of child and forced marriages in our country was not negligible. Based on the survey and following the ratification of the Istanbul Convention, a definition of this new criminal offence has been prepared. In 2016, the issue of forced marriages will be included as a training topic for the staff of Slovenian social services.
· The amended Criminal Code also defines the criminal offence of stalking, which includes harassment via electronic communications.
Finally, the amended Criminal Code stipulates criteria for partial exclusion of liability relating to the criminal offence of disclosure of classified information, in light of prevailing public interest and protection of the freedom of expression. Among others, this amendment protects journalists who reveal irregularities committed by the authorities. 
The amended Enforcement of Penal Sanctions Act (on prisons and prisoners), which came into effect in  October 2015, guarantees the efficiency of legal remedies of convicted persons in the event of overcrowding in prisons. Based on the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights and the conclusions of the Human Rights Ombudsman, prisoners claiming that they have been subjected to torture or other cruel forms of inhuman or degrading treatment are guaranteed more efficient legal protection, namely a rapid response to the alleged poor prison conditions. At the same time, the amended act stipulates that prisoners who, due to old age, sickness or disability require additional assistance in meeting their basic needs, such as medical or social care, have the right to be accommodated in adapted cells or sections.
In September 2015, the Employment and Work of Aliens Act came into effect, bringing new regulation in this area and introducing a unified working and residence permit. The act maintains the attained level of the protection of foreign workers' rights, but foreigners now have the possibility to obtain a working and residence permit in a unified procedure and much faster than before.
In this period, the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Slovenia adopted a number of important decisions. It has annulled the provisions relating to the storage of traffic data with  communications service providers in their entirety; based on this decision, the Criminal Procedure Act will now include a fixed list of serious criminal offences for which the use of stored data will be admissible. Furthermore, the Constitutional Court has ascertained that the existing provisions on searches of law offices and lawyer's electronic devices as well as on the seizure of lawyer's objects, documents or devices were contrary to the Constitution. This area will also be regulated in a way to guarantee the confidentiality between lawyers and their clients.
Allow me now to present some other measures and activities carried out following the submission of the report.
In August 2015, the government endorsed the Fourth Report on the Situation of the Roma Community in Slovenia, covering the activities of state and local authorities and the Slovenian Roma Community Council in 2014. According to the government, the four reports show a slow but steady progress in all areas covered by the 2010–2015 National Programme of Measures for Roma Community. Nevertheless, the government is aware of the poor social inclusion of Roma community members; its priority is therefore the drafting of a new national programme of measures for the next five year period. In addition to the existing priorities, the new National Programme will focus on intolerance against Roma and hate speech, the elimination of prejudices and stereotypes, and enhanced dialogue and cooperation between relevant state and local authorities, the Roma community and civil society organisations. Representatives of the Roma community, local communities and interested public are actively participating in the drafting of the new document.
In October 2015, a new Resolution on the National Programme for Equal Opportunities for Women and Men (2015–2020) was adopted. Based on an analysis of the situation, the Resolution defines eight areas and the corresponding general priorities aimed at improving the situation of women.
In December 2015, the Governmental Group on the Fight against Trafficking in Human Beings adopted the guidelines for identification, assistance and protection, intended for the staff dealing with the victims of trafficking in human beings. Slovenia is continuously providing training for judges, prosecutors, criminal investigators, police officers and social workers, as well as representatives of NGOs in this domain. The same holds true for specific areas such as sexual abuse of children, domestic violence, violence against women and children, and the cases of sexual exploitation and violence on the Internet.
Allow me now to present some upcoming measures which are currently being prepared by the Slovenian government to further enhance the protection and implementation of human rights and freedoms in the country.
This February, the government adopted a new Protection against Discrimination Act, which is a systemic reform. The main novelty is an entirely redefined status of the Advocate of the Principle of Equality, which will be institutionally reinforced, shall be guaranteed  greater independence and complemented with additional staff. The National Assembly is to discuss the new law in April. It includes also participation of NGO`s and the Advocate in judicial and administrative proceedings. 
Furthermore, a public debate was held in February about the amended Domestic Violence Prevention Act. The amendments relate predominantly to a complemented definition of domestic violence, a broader definition of family members, an enlarged scope of measures taken by courts, provisions concerning the transfer of common residence, training of professionals and NGO representatives, and the role of the Police.
Following the 2012 referendum and the ensuing rejection of the Family Code, which contained an explicit prohibition of corporal punishment of children, it was decided to formulate a regulation that will specifically address this issue. The regulation that will include the prohibition of corporal punishment should be adopted this year.
In addition, Slovenia foresees to improve the status and legal basis of the Human Rights Ombudsman. At the end of 2015, the government tasked the Ministry of Justice to draft an amended Human Rights Ombudsman Act so that, possibly in 2016, the standards required for "A" status in accordance with the Paris Principles will be fulfilled.
Let me add that, within the exercise of powers and duties of the national preventive mechanism in 2015, the Human Rights Ombudsman almost doubled the number of visits to various places of deprivation of liberty. This increase has resulted from a systemically reinforced regular monitoring of the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty.
Mr Chairman,
Slovenia provided written answers to the list of issues in due time; however, in accordance with the Committee's procedural guidelines, I would like to stress certain points that have not been addressed yet.
The Slovenian Constitution stipulates that laws and other regulations must comply with the generally accepted principles of international law and treaties that are binding on Slovenia; on the other hand, the ratified and published international agreements are implemented directly. The provisions of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights may be invoked by the parties in proceedings and in court rulings; hence several cases are presented in our answers. Training for judges and state prosecutors has been organised on a regular basis and included the presentation of human rights and freedoms, in substance also related to those covered by the Covenant. In 2015 the national Judicial Training Centre joined the Council of Europe Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals programme.
Slovenia has carried out the key reforms of the judiciary in order to improve its effectiveness. As a result, court backlogs have been reduced to a point where they can no longer be considered a systemic problem. Figures as at 31 December 2014 show that in 2014 the number of pending cases was the lowest since 1995. 
Slovenia belongs to the countries with a relatively high representation of women in public affairs. Statistical data show that not only the number of ministerial and deputy ministerial posts of the current government is in balance, but that female representation in judiciary is  significantly above average. Also, five out of nine constitutional judges are women. However, it is a known fact that the number of women in managerial posts remains rather low. We are determined to address these topics within the framework of projects already under way and by preparing legal basis for the introduction of quotas for candidates of the under-represented gender on management and supervisory boards.
Following its creation, the Slovenian state was faced with a mass violation of human rights, to which, regrettably, it responded rather slowly. As you may well be aware, I refer to the erasure of persons from the Registry of Permanent Residence in 1992; in 2010, the then speaker of the National Assembly and minister of the interior offered public apology. In recent years, two major steps were made to regulate the status of these “erased” individuals and their indemnification. In 2010, a law was adopted to ultimately regulate the legal status of “the erased”, while in 2013, a separate law was passed that determines the compensation scheme, implements other forms of just satisfaction and remedies the violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. In accordance with the latter, the payment of financial compensation started in 2014 and is currently in progress.
Slovenian replies to the list of issues include statistical data on complaints relating to torture or ill-treatment by officials, and the measures adopted in this regard. Specifically, I wish to point out that police training and education lay great stress on strict respect for legality, professionalism, humanity and proportionality in the use of coercive means, and particularly on the protection of human rights in police procedures. The Specialised State Prosecutor`s Office of the State Prosecutor and its division for the investigation and prosecution of criminal offences committed by officials, which can investigate possible unlawful conduct of the police, constitute a system independent of the ministry of the interior.
Now, to the area of international protection - in Slovenia, applicants for international protection enjoy basic procedural safeguards. When applying for international protection, they are entitled to legal counselling while in the course of procedure they are legally assisted by refugee advisers. Special attention is devoted to vulnerable groups, especially unaccompanied minors. Persons granted international protection may apply for family reunion and other forms of integration assistance.
In 2015, Slovenia updated its standard operating procedures in cases of sexual and gender-related violence among international protection applicants and performs series of multidisciplinary trainings. Following from that – trainings comprise topics from family law, social work, psychology, children's rights and duties, protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and asylum legislation.
In March, a new law was adopted regulating international protection through a clearer definition of specific safeguards for applicants with special needs. It specifies the procedure to identify possible special needs of applicants for international protection and the elements necessary to ascertain the best interest of children. Furthermore, it introduces certain new procedural measures, particularly in order to enable rapid and efficient decision-making and prevent abuse of international protection, without neglecting the fundamental procedural safeguards for international protection applicants.
Slovenia guarantees every person equal exercise of the freedom of religion. Positive measures introduced by the state in this regard include efforts to ensure tolerance and non-discrimination, appropriate legal personality and spiritual care in difficult circumstances. In 2015, on the initiative of religious communities, the government established the Council for Dialogue on Freedom of Religion. In addition to the representatives of the four principal communities, the Council also comprises two elected representatives of minor religious communities, an expert on non‑discrimination, the Advocate of the Principle of Equality and the Human Rights Ombudsman.
In recent months, we have noticed – primarily on the Internet – a rise in hate speech directed especially towards Islamic believers and their community; moreover, several hostile acts targeting the premises of the Islamic community were reported and are now being investigated by the Police. In the same period, the highest state representatives have publicly stressed that hate speech is unacceptable, condemned the hostile acts and called for tolerance and mutual respect. On 16 February, the competent parliamentary committee held a debate on hate speech. Its members condemned hate speech and called upon the government to examine the need to amend the relevant legislation and upon the competent authorities, primarily the Police and the State Prosecutor, to appropriately respond to hate speech.
In Slovenia, Roma community enjoy all citizenship rights as well as special rights deriving from the laws based on Article 65 of the Constitution. Like all Slovenian citizens, Roma in all municipalities have the right to vote and be elected as members of municipal councils; in the municipalities where they have been traditionally present, they also have the special right to a Roma representative on the municipal council. The only special right stemming from the 'autochthonous' status is the right for the Roma community to be represented on the councils of those municipalities that have historically been settled by Roma. Based on the constitutional definition of municipalities as self-governing local communities, the legislator has linked the political representation of the Roma community on municipal councils to a continued or, in other words, traditional or historic settlement of such communities in certain municipalities.
Mr Chairman,
By way of conclusion, allow me to present the activities of the Republic of Slovenia aimed at the dissemination of information relating to the Covenant and the concluding observations of your esteemed Committee. In 2008, on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Slovenia published a collection of all human rights-related UN treaties translated into Slovene. The publication included all Slovenia's reports pursuant to the treaties and the translations of the concluding observations by relevant treaty bodies. An electronic version is accessible on the Internet, while book editions were distributed to all Slovenian public libraries and the Administrative Academy, the institution providing courses, trainings and seminars for civil servants.
Moreover, Slovenia continuously strives to raise awareness on international legal instruments relating to human rights. In December 2014, a volume was published on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In addition to articles covering various aspects of children's rights, the publication comprises Slovene translations of the Convention and the three Optional Protocols, issued for the first time in their entirety. It is available in all public libraries across Slovenia and on the Internet.
The report my delegation is presenting today has been drawn up with contributions from a number of ministries and government bodies. I have to point out that civil society organisations in Slovenia were informed about its drafting and thus had the possibility to participate with their opinions, comments and proposals. Ahead of its adoption by the Slovenian government, the Third periodic report was also reviewed by the Interministerial Commission on Human Rights, comprising representatives of all ministries, NGOs and the academia. Upon its submission, the report was published on the Internet, where a Slovene translation of the concluding observations will also be made available. In December 2015, the representatives of civil society organisations were informed of the dates of the consideration of the Third periodic report by the Human Rights Committee.
Mr Chairman,
In 2016, we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the adoption of two fundamental human rights covenants, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. At the end, I would like to point out that Slovenia remains committed to promoting and protecting the rights ensuing from the two covenants; furthermore, as a UN Human Rights Council member, a  fortnight ago, our country called for their universal ratification.
I look forward to a frank and constructive exchange on the accomplished progress and future challenges in the implementation of civil and political rights in Slovenia.

Thank you for your attention.
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