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Dear authorities of the OHCHR in this room, representatives of UN agencies, representatives of States Party, national institutions of human rights, civil society organizations (specially organizations of persons with disabilities), dear CRPD committee members, dear Secretary members, idioms interpreters, sign language interpreters, personal assistants, current audience and all who follow this session through the web (which allows us to reach different parts of the world): On first place the CRPD Committee would like to send the warmest welcome to the new UN High Commissioner on Human Rights, Mr. Zeid Ra´ad Al Hussein, wishing nothing but the greatest success on his labor, which is so important on the human rights scope all around the world.  At the same time, recognizing that the High Commissioner has confirmed his participation into the opening session of the 13th session of our Committee, we also like to let him know our gladness with such decision, looking forward to count with fluid interaction in accordance to our mandates.  
In relation with the duties carried out by our committee, I’d like to highlight items as follows:

1.- Synergy model for work: 
In accordance with UN Convention on Persons with Disabilities, main liabilities for treaty body are: considerations over reports of States-party and analysis over the demands of persons, or groups of people, which claim to be victims of infringements of the rights stated in the Convention in relation with facultative protocol.
Nonetheless, a clear outset of the so-called “synergy model of work” for this treaty body has been captured in the reasons for the agreement, development of judicial case-laws, building of general comments, submission of statements and progressive presence of our committee into diverse international, regional and national spaces through work of experts.
We should keep in mind that the effective performance of this synergy model requires an effective implementation of a cutting-through paradigm of human rights for the persons with disabilities in many directions, identifying both substantial and institutional points of contact.
CRPD committee has submitted a point of view of arguments before other related committees of the international system for promotion and protection of human rights, and international bodies (such as UN Women and World Health Organization).
Sessions of current period for committee are settled by to go into detail of this synergy model, dedicated for interaction with national human rights institutions and coming across with regional monitoring mechanisms.
Without a doubt, CRPD Committee should keep into the path of direct interaction with Conference of States Party, which into its seventh session counted with three interventions in official panels.  Also, we prepared two parallel events: one on the spreading of the word of general comments about equal recognition as a person before the law and accessibility, and the other one about cross-checking between CEDAW and CRPD in relation with women and girls with disability.

All the above plus the intervention of our experts on ten parallel events about different matters.
We can also highlight our presence in:
· Third Review Conference of the States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention), June 23rd and 25th, 2014 in Maputo, Mozambique.
· Technical inter-institutional meeting with members of the working group of CRPD committee about the 6th article of the Convention about “sexual and reproductive health, violence, gender equality and human rights of women and girls with disability”.  June 30th – July 1st, 2014 Geneva, Switzerland.
· Forum to promote the ratification of the Convention in Lebanon and its impact on the Middle East. Beirut, Lebanon 

· III international encounter of Universia Principals, Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) July 28th, 29th, 2014.

· Meeting with special delegate for disability, special rapporteur about disability and coordinator of inter-institutional support group for the Convention into the 7th COSP (July, NYC).  Such dialogue will remain with full committee into current session.
2.- Strengthening of treaty bodies: 

From its beginning, CRPD Committee has counted with a decided commitment with the treaty bodies strengthening in accordance with Resolution 68/268.  This has allowed us to participate positively into previous stages and Chairpersons meetings.
Final version of document on 26th Chairpersons meeting delivers guidelines in relation with simplified reports, constructive dialogue structure and final remarks.  We will talk about such contents on this session, even when it is possible to consider in advance that CRPD committee is on the lead of the coordination of working methods, being an agile and dynamic body on its performance.

Still, we should count with a clear direction to the improvement of productivity in performance, in order to reach a minimum standard of 2.5 session weekly reports, together with 1.3 hours per communication to be subject to study in accordance with facultative protocol.  Our efforts as experts should remain uprising to these goals, with dedicated commitment from our Secretary.  It’s also required to count with support of conferences mandatory for our work.  This will bring difficulties usual in an adjustment and transition process.  As Chairperson of CRPD Committee I have firmly faced the challenges of transformation, so our treaty body keeps on a creative path renowned by many both in public and private scenarios.

Together with the focus on productiveness, I´ve sustained on Chairpersons meetings (and other scenarios) that a real strengthening of treaty bodies should go together with the substantive consistency of their jurisprudences and statements.  CRPD committee has been very careful on the study of statements from other treaty bodies, submitting cross references to recommendations from other UN human rights committees in our final remarks.  We are positive that together with the development of our thinking into the CRPD, we are opening more ways every day for the review from human rights perspective for persons with disabilities.
I believe our committee has been straight and honest enough for the settlement of bonds to make this effort valid, in a mutual way, but I´m also aware that it is not a simple task.  We count with a proactive attitude as it has been shown in an experts panel proposal which includes both the theoretical and practical outcomes of article 14th of Convention about freedom and safety, being aware that it will become a contribution for evolution in thinking of human rights and its implementation by all interested parties, with no exclusion of any kind.  We would like to thank the focus provided by the United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights, in order to coordinate the setup of this proposal.
3.- Technical cooperation: building of abilities (art. 37).
Another area in which work the CRPD Committee has performed its activities is the contribution to the “building of abilities” both for the issuing of reports by States Party and for the implementation of Convention for the States that has requested for it.
Illustrations of such activities are: Legislative adaptation in Azerbaijan and adjustments in criminal matters in Spain. There is an ongoing technical assistance to Peru and Ukraine. 
4.- Commitments 
With no doubt the teamwork developed by Committee, together with complete independence and objectivity is our key.  Our committee has become a diverse space in which the dialogue and exhibition of ideas is the most important, and as Chairperson I´m absolutely convinced that respect for such interaction and fraternity are crucial for good results in any human group.
The work we have produced in such way should become a timeless inheritance.

We reiterate our commitment to the fulfillment of the mandates of the Convention, and in this line the way to the universal ratification of the treaty. With great pleasure we can report that the CRPD has reached 150 ratifications, so we will make a symbolic act at the end of our session, on 3 October at 15 Hrs., in which the main invitees will be the states parties that ratified the Convention during this year 2014.

Thank you.

Prof. María Soledad Cisternas Reyes
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