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Dear Chairman, Mr. MEZMUR,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Delegation of the Republic of Serbia, allow me to express my satisfaction for the opportunity to present to you today the Second and Third Periodic Report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
At the beginning, I would like to introduce to you the members of the delegation of the Republic of Serbia:

1. H.E. Vladislav Mladenović, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Serbia to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva
2. Anamarija Viček, State Secretary, Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development
3. Vesna Nedeljković, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development
4. Natalija Pavlović Šiniković, Acting Assistant Minister, Ministry of Public Administration and Local Self-Government
5. Marina Ivanović, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
6. Dragan Vulević, Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs
7. Stevan Popović, Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs
8. Milan Andrić, Ministry of Interior
9. Dr Snežana Pantić Aksentijević, Ministry of Health
10. Vladimir Vukićević, Ministry of Justice
11. Miša Krgović, Ministry of Defense
12. Aleksandra Đorđević, Ministry of Culture and Information
13. Ružica Milić, Office for Kosovo and Metohija
14. Tanja Srećković, Office for Human and Minority Rights
15. Marko Jovanović, Office for Human and Minority Rights
16. Kristina Brković, Office for Human and Minority Rights
17. Mirjana Ognjanović, Republic Institute for Social Protection
18. Aleksandar Tomić, Adviser to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Serbia to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva
Distinguished Chairman,
The Republic of Serbia is committed to further strengthening of democratic society, which includes, above all, respect for human and minority rights.  According to the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, the generally-accepted principles of international law and ratified international treaties compose an integral part of the domestic legal system and they are directly applied. The Republic of Serbia is a party to eight core international human rights treaties of the United Nations, and it supports the work of the special procedures of the United Nations, which is confirmed by Serbia’s open call to all thematic procedures since 11 October 2005.
The Republic of Serbia has ratified a number of Conventions of the Council of Europe, in the field of human and minority rights, including the most important one, the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. As a party to international and regional human rights treaties, Serbia openly demonstrates support to the achievement of their objectives and actively participates in creation and implementation of new standards related to promotion and protection of human rights.
The Republic of Serbia is the country with the status of candidate for EU membership. As a part of the comprehensive reform in this context, special attention is devoted to promoting the rule of law and protection of human rights. The reform is related to the changes of the legislative framework, towards the adoption of the best standards and achievements of modern society, and also to the area of strengthening institutional capacities and promotion of human rights in every aspect of society. The recently opened Negotiating Chapter 23: Judiciary and fundamental rights, is also a confirmation of a clear commitment of the Republic of Serbia to establish and develop legal and institutional mechanisms for the development of an open, democratic and tolerant society, based on respect of human rights. 
Distinguished Chairman,

I would especially like to stress the fact that the Republic of Serbia is not able to monitor the implementation of the Convention in the part of its territory, in the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, since, based on the Resolution 1244 (1999) of the United Nations Security Council, the management of the Province is entirely entrusted to the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). This is the reason why the report in front of you does not contain detailed information on the implementation of the Convention in this part of the territory of the Republic of Serbia.
In this regard, I suggest that the Committee invite UNMIK to submit additional information on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, thus completing the Report of the Republic of Serbia as the State Party. I strongly believe that it is of great importance for the Committee to gain insight into the situation in the field of respect of the rights of the child in the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, where the children, especially the members of non-Albanian communities, are facing numerous problems and challenges in the field of human rights. In this context, the Government of the Republic of Serbia is willing to deliver all information in its possession and thus contribute to the work of the Committee in relation to the consideration of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Distinguished Chairman,

The strategic, legislative and institutional frameworks have been established for the protection of children in the Republic of Serbia. In accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, every discrimination is strictly prohibited, on any basis, whether it is direct or indirect, and particularly on the basis of race, gender, nationality, social background, birth, denomination, political or other beliefs, financial status, culture, language and mental or physical disability.
The rights of the child are incorporated into the specific legislation on education system, health, home affairs, justice, social welfare, child protection and in other laws. 
Coordination of activities in the field of the rights of the child are conducted by the Council for Child Rights of the Government of Serbia, established in 2002.

Establishment of the following Government bodies at the highest level is of great importance for the realization of the rights of the child: The Council for Persons with Disabilities, Youth Council, the Council for monitoring the implementation of recommendations of UN mechanisms for human rights, the Council for monitoring the implementation of the Action Plan for the implementation of the Strategy of prevention and protection against discrimination.
According to data of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia from 2015, there are 1,230,469 children living in Serbia, which makes 17.3% of the total population. The average age of the population is 42.2 years, which puts Serbia among the countries with a predominantly elderly population. The share of children in the general population in Serbia is reduced by 0.81% in the period since the last Census in 2011, but encouraging fact is that, since 2013, the negative trend of decreasing number of children born every year has stopped.

In order to systematically encourage the birth rate and to improve the demographic picture in our country, the Government of Serbia established the Council for Population Policy in 2016, headed by Prime Minister Aleksandar Vučić.
 The issues of protection and promotion of the rights of the child are addressed at the highest state level. The National Assembly, as the supreme representative body and the holder of constitutional and legislative power, carries out its activities in the field of the rights of the child through the work of the special Committee on the Rights of the Child, established in July 2012.

Deputy Ombudsman for Children's Rights was appointed in October 2008, thus implementing the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  In 2009, the Ombudsman formed the Child's Rights Council, as the professional and advisory body of the Ombudsman, and the Young Advisors Panel, as a form of participation of children and youth in the work of this institution.

In AP Vojvodina, independent supervision over the protection of the rights of the child is performed by the Deputy Ombudsman for Children's Rights. With the introduction of the independent authority of the Commissioner for the Protection of Equality (2010), children are enabled to express their opinion on the occurrence and causes of discrimination, and to propose preventive programmes and activities they consider would achieve most effects among young people.
In order to fulfill the recommendations from the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (2013) and effectively monitor their implementation, in 2014 the Serbian Government established the Council for monitoring the implementation of recommendations of UN mechanisms for human rights, which includes the implementation of recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. This mechanism is aimed at more efficient monitoring of the recommendations and the improvement of the intersectoral cooperation for the purpose of their implementation and cooperation with UN mechanisms. The Council has drafted the plan for the fulfillment of all the recommendations addressed to Serbia, with the status, objective, deadlines, responsible carriers and indicators of fulfillment for each individual recommendation. 

Allow me to report that the Republic of Serbia has fulfilled 26 out of 40 recommendations made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, after consideration of the Initial Report on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and that we are continuously working on the realization of the remaining 14 recommendations. In relation to the recommendations regarding the implementation of the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, 18 out of 25 recommendations of the Committee have been fulfilled, and  7 recommendations are in the implementation phase. In relation to the number of recommendations on the implementation of the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, the Republic of Serbia has fulfilled 8 recommendations, while  7 recommendations are being continuously implemented. 
Distinguished Chairman,
I would like to inform you that our country has faced the problem of migrant crisis on a very responsible way, and that we have shown that we fully respect European standards and values. According to our estimation, over 700.000 migrants and refugees from the war areas had passed through our country, and without any incidents. In the reception centers we have received 6.976 children aged to 18 years. The citizens of Serbia have shown in this situation a high level of understanding, toleration and solidarity, as well as the willingness to help people in distress, and a great part for that kind of treatment of migrants had the Government of Serbia. 
Ministry of Labor, Employment, Veteran and Social policy has brought an instruction about the treatment in the centers for social work and the institutions of the social protection, which mandates an urgent accommodation and a foster protection for the minor migrants without any escort, as well as an adequate health protection and a psychosocial support. In the last two years, reception centers have accommodated 384 children without escort. 
Distinguished Chairman,

The Government of the Republic of Serbia, through the National Action Plan for Children 2004-2015, has defined its short-, medium- and long-term policy towards children, and identified basic problems in realization, protection and promotion of the rights of the child in the Republic of Serbia.

The National Action Plan for Children has been revised, and the Child's Rights Council has initiated the adoption of the new National Plan of Action for Children.

The Strategy of Prevention and Protection from Discrimination from 2013 is dedicated to prevention of discrimination and improvement of the situation of nine vulnerable groups, including children. General objective of the Strategy, in the segment dedicated to the rights of the child, is establishment of an integrated system for the prevention and protection of children from discrimination, particularly those at risk of multiple discrimination (children with disabilities, Roma and other children).

Action Plan for the implementation of the Strategy for Prevention and Protection from Discrimination by 2018 provides the measures and activities, specifies the responsible implementers of measures, funds from the budget of the Republic of Serbia and donations, as well as the deadlines for the implementation of the stipulated obligations, and thus the fulfillment of the assumed obligations provided for in this document is monitored in a consistent and comprehensive way.

In the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination from 2009, the prohibition of discrimination against children is envisaged as a special form of discrimination. Also, other laws in specific areas, important for the improvement of the situation of children and prevention of discrimination against them, were adopted or amended: the Law on Textbooks; Law on the Foundations of the Education System; Law on Sports; Law on Sign Language; Law on Police; Law on Health Care; Law on Health Insurance; Law on protection of persons with mental disabilities. Series of by-laws were adopted based on the adopted laws.

In order to ensure the rights of the child to a standard of living, the Law on Financial Support to Families with Children regulates financial support for families with children, which includes improving the conditions for fulfilling the basic needs of children; special incentive for child birth; support to financially disadvantaged families with children, families with disabled children and children without parental care.

The Law on Social Protection from 2011 introduced the support for parents of children with disabilities, as well as a number of measures and rights affecting the poverty reduction. 
The Draft Civil Code and the Draft Law on Free Legal Aid are in the process of public debate. These laws provide solutions that will greatly contribute to improvement of the status of children and realization of their rights.

An initiative was launched for the adoption of the Law on the Ombudsman for Children. The draft law is in the process of a public debate, in order for the text to be further improved by the received comments.

Distinguished Chairman,

The Republic of Serbia has made significant progress in deinstitutionalization of children and has one of the lowest rates of institutionalization of children in Europe. Compared to 2001, the ratio of children in foster families and institutions is significantly changed in favor of foster care, so 90% of children is placed in foster families, and 10% in social welfare institutions. 

According to the data of the Ministry of Labor, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs, in December 2016, out of a total of 7,050 persons in foster care, 5,299 children aged to 18 years were recorded, out of which 444 children were with disabilities. In foster care there were also 956 young persons aged from 18-26 years, and in the foster families there were 795 persons over 26 years of age. Also, a number of activities were undertaken for the development of services in the community for children with disabilities, such as day care centers, supported housing, home care or personal assistance services, family assistance service, while the accommodation in the institution is applied only exceptionally, if the support for the child could not be provided in a form that is less restrictive.
The country puts special emphasis on the development of specialized foster care, and the efforts are intensified to develop occasional foster care services. In 2016, 125 children were adopted, and a steady increase in the realization of adoptions has been recorded since 2006.
Six Centers for Foster Care and Adoption were established in the Republic of Serbia, and the plan is to establish two more such centers. 
The Ministry of Labor, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs has drawn up a plan for transformation of institutions for accommodation of children and youth and identified the services crucial for the implementation of the process of deinstitutionalization of these institutions. The mechanism of earmarked transfers has been established as a support to this process. The adoption of the Regulation on earmarked transfers has provided financial support for the service development in the community, for local self-governments whose level of development is below the national average, for local self-governments which are developing the innovative services, as well as for the local self-governments on whose territory the institutions in transformation are located.

Distinguished Chairman,

When it comes to the protection of children from violence, we would like to point out that the General Protocol for the Protection of Children from Abuse and Neglect has contributed to development and expansion of the network of multi-disciplinary teams for protection of children in local communities throughout the Republic of Serbia. The specific protocols were adopted in key departments implementing the protection of the rights of children.

The new Law on Prevention of Domestic Violence, adopted in 2016, stipulates the additional support for victims of domestic violence, as well as the measures relating to immediate removal of the perpetrator from the family home. The aim of the adoption of the Law was prevention of domestic violence and faster, timely and comprehensive protection, which will contribute to more effective protection of children victims of domestic violence.

Distinguished Chairman,

The Law on the right to health care of children, pregnant women and new mothers, stipulates that all children up to 18 years old, pregnant women and new mothers in the period of up to 12 months after the childbirth, are entitled to full health care, including the right to medications and reimbursement of travel expenses incurred when travelling to receive health care services, regardless of the basis of health insurance coverage and regardless of whether their health card is stamped. 

With the systemic measures of support to multiple vulnerable social groups, with the involvement of health mediators, Roma citizens are provided, among else, vaccinations of over 30,000 Roma children since 2009, and the mortality rate of Roma children has reduced by 50% compared to 2006.
The adoption of the Law on Extra-Judicial Proceedings in 2012 completed the legal framework for the exercise of the rights to registration in the register of births. In this way, the issue of personal documents is resolved for more than 25,000 persons. 
Projects in the field of contemporary creativeness and information of children are focused on development of media literacy, cultural and educational programmes, rights of the child, children's quizzes, fight against addictions, inclusion of children with disabilities, situation of children in underdeveloped areas, contents in the mother tongue of children belonging to national minorities.

Law on the Foundations of the Education System has created the conditions allowing for a successful inclusion of all children in the education process. The Rulebook on additional educational, health and social support to children and students has established the interdepartmental committees in charge of assessing the needs for additional support to the child through individual approach. The Law on textbooks and other teaching aids stipulates that the textbooks for persons with disabilities shall be issued in accordance with the needs of students, both in Serbian and in the languages of national minorities. For the blind and visually impaired students, teaching aids can be issued in Braille, in electronic format or in the formats adapted for the blind and visually impaired. 
The Ministry of Labor, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs, in cooperation with the International Labor Organization, has launched the initiative to reduce the presence of inadequate child labor, including the worst forms of child labor, and in the framework of the project, the analysis of the legal framework was conducted with the recommendations for its amendment, and the list of hazardous jobs was created.
Distinguished Chairman,

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that the Republic of Serbia, aware of the current challenges, remains consistent in its efforts to comply with international obligations and standards in the field of the rights of the child.
 We see today's dialogue with the Committee as a part of that process. I am convinced that today we will discuss all issues that are of particular interest to the Committee. 
I would like to use this opportunity, also, to inform the members of the Committee that the delegation of Serbia, with the support of UNICEF Office in Serbia, has included the children from the Children's Informative Cultural Service in today’s dialogue, which is operating within the Centre for Children's Rights, whose members are children from all over Serbia. I take this opportunity to greet, in my name and in yours, the children following this process in Serbia.
For Serbia's delegation, the dialogue will be a useful experience in our efforts to keep improving and strengthening the system of human rights protection in the Republic of Serbia. 
Thank you.
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