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Keywords: 
Women’s rights, in particular regarding the rights of marriage migrants; Rights of children, in particular undocumented children of returned marriage migrants.
Summary: The Vietnamese government should make pre-migration training for prospective marriage migrants leaving Vietnam through marriage brokers mandatory at the government level to protect their human rights.  In addition, the Government of Vietnam should recognize the existence of women and children who have returned to Vietnam as a result of failed marriage migration, identify the scale of the problem, and put in place all necessary policies for their stable reintegration into Vietnamese society.

Measures to protect Human Rights of Prospective Marriage Migrants (Articles 2, 3, 9 or 16)

1. Vietnamese women often migrate to other countries for marriage due to hopes for a better life, encouragement from friends and acquaintances, or to escape economic poverty, with South Korea and Taiwan being the most popular destinations. In South Korea, the number of Vietnamese women who migrated to South Korea for marriage from 2000 to 2022 was 113,213, and since 2015, except for 2021, Vietnam has accounted for the highest proportion of marriage migrants in South Korea. In South Korea, marriage migration is mainly organized through marriage brokers.  Marriages through marriage brokers are characterized as buy-and-sell marriages, which are arranged through very short meetings of two to three days, with little information and trust in the husband. This makes it difficult for couples to establish a stable marriage later on[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  VN Express International. (2022). Mail-order wedding brokers little more than traffickers. Retrieved from, https://e.vnexpress.net/news/perspectives/mail-order-wedding-brokers-little-more-than-traffickers-3954944.html] 
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	Total
	China (includes Taiwan)
	Korea
	USA
	Others

	2009
	18,268
	3,458
	6,623
	4,569
	3,618

	2010
	19,282
	3,396
	8,425
	4,198
	3,263

	2011
	16,690
	3,229
	6,957
	3,925
	2,579

	2012
	16,341
	2,849
	6,343
	4,136
	3,013

	2013
	16,318
	3,205
	6,066
	5,105
	1,942

	2014
	15,174
	3,547
	4,374
	4,786
	4,409

	2015
	15,993
	4,395
	4,158
	5,119
	2,321










Source: Department of Civil Status, Nationality and Authentication, Ministry of Justice, 2015 and 2016.

Measures to protect Human Rights of Returned Marriage Migrants and their children (Articles 2, 3, 9 or 16)

2. Along with the increase in international marriages, the number of family breakdowns has also continued to increase, and in South Korea, there were 25,162 divorces of women from Vietnam between 2000 and the end of 2022. In other words, about 1 in 5 women (about 22.2%) are experiencing family breakdown[footnoteRef:2].  Some of these Vietnamese women are returning to Vietnam with their children or alone, and it is expected that many others are returning unaware of marriage dissolution or passport and visa issues for their children. The number of returning marriage migrants and their children in Vietnam is also presumably increasing every year. However, it is virtually impossible to estimate the number of women returning to Vietnam based on Korean divorce statistics alone, and the Vietnamese government has never surveyed the number of returnees, so it can only be assumed that there are many, but to date, neither country has an official count.  [2:  VN Express International. (2022). Vietnamese brides find out it's not milk and honey in foreign lands. Retrieved from, https://e.vnexpress.net/news/trend/vietnamese-brides-find-out-its-not-milk-and-honey-in-foreign-lands-4452586.html] 


3. Married migrant women who return to Vietnam face significant financial burdens due to child support and livelihood expenses, difficulties in legally dissolving their marriages, and community stigma. In addition, children of returnees are often unaware that they have legal documents to stay in Vietnam as foreigners, and their passports and visas expire, preventing them from attending school or accessing healthcare. Returning women and their children often end up as marginalized groups in Vietnamese society, facing economic poverty, unstable residency status for their children, and lack of access to healthcare[footnoteRef:3]. It is clear that the problems created by these international marriages cannot be solved by the sending country, Vietnam, alone. Only through the close cooperation of both sending and receiving countries can the full human rights of migrant women and their children be realized[footnoteRef:4].   [3:  Vietnam Plus.(2019). Workshop seeks to support women, children in Vietnamese-Korean marriage breakups. Retrieved from, https://en.vietnamplus.vn/workshop-seeks-to-support-women-children-in-vietnamesekorean-marriage-breakups/165400.vnp]  [4:  Asia Review 2022, vol.12, no.1, vol.24. pp. 421-452 (32 pages). The Marriage Migration Regime of Vietnamese Women in South Korea: Evolving Roles of Governments, Matchmakers, and Migrants. Retrieved from, https://www.kci.go.kr/kciportal/ci/sereArticleSearch/ciSereArtiView.kci?sereArticleSearchBean.artiId=ART002835424] 

Vietnam recently showed its effort by launching One-Stop Service Office (OSSO)[footnoteRef:5] in 2021 in several regions to facilitate sustainable reintegration of returning migrant women as a part of the project “Strengthening Vietnamese capacity for sustainable reintegration of returning women migrants and their households in Vietnam” implemented by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in cooperation with the Women’s Union of Vietnam. However, the scale of the project is not enough to cover all the regions and its performance should be well monitored.  [5:  Vietnam Plus.(2021).One-stop service office for returning migrant women opens in Hai Phong. Retrieved from,  https://en.vietnamplus.vn/onestop-service-office-for-returning-migrant-women-opens-in-hai-phong/200071.vnp] 


List of Issues regarding Prospective Marriage Migrants, Returned Marriage Migrants and their Children
· Please provide information on the State party’s policy to redress cases of international marriage brokering and strengthen the management of local illegal brokers. What system is in place to protect Vietnamese spouses of foreigners who wish to migrate overseas from human trafficking and other schemes. 
· Please identify the scale of returned marriage migrant women and their children across Vietnam. 
· What measures take place in ensuring the fundamental rights of children of returnees for example, stable stay, medical insurances and education? Especially, please provide information on the State party’s policy to ensure that children of returnees whose passports and visas have expired and who remain undocumented have access to public education and health care. 
· What measures take place in promoting the integrity of international marriages by strengthening information exchange with the governments of international marriage partners, enhancing supervision of international marriage brokering in the country, and establishing a comprehensive system of civil and judicial coordination on marriage dissolution?
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