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Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen,
	On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to declare open and welcome you all to the sixty-sixth session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
The Session takes place at a time when issues at the core of your mandate are at the forefront of discussions globally, including most recently at the General Assembly and at the Human Rights Council.  Your statements on climate change and on the Pledge to Leave No One Behind are of direct relevance to the Climate Action Summit, the Sustainable Development Goals Summit and the High-level dialogue on Financing for Development, which took place last week at the General Assembly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]These statements have provided timely reminders to the global community that respect for human rights is crucial to ensure that global commitments to sustainable development and the environment are met.  I am pleased to note the statementon Leaving No One Behind, which was an input to the High-Level Political Forum, was also circulated widely by the Office, including to OHCHR field presences, so that the Committee’s work informs programming on the ground as well as global policy-making.
Similarly, your 2016 statement on human rights defenders continues to be relevant at a time when Human Rights Defenders, including of economic, social and cultural rights, remain under threat.  Just over a week ago, Assistant Secretary General on Human Rights, Andrew Gilmour, presented the Secretary-General’s report on reprisals to the Human Rights Council. This new report indicates that in 2018 alone, 321 human rights defenders were killed: the majority of those killed were defending land, environmental and indigenous peoples’ rights.  This underlines the important role that this Committee can play to prevent and protect against reprisals.  I encourage you to pursue your efforts in this regard.
Reflecting the importance of economic, social and cultural rights, including the work of this Committee, the High Commissioner has been highlighting economic, social and cultural rights, including in the context of prevention.  In this regard, I am pleased that the Office is actively supporting the Discussion Day on Land taking place on 14 October.  Similarly, the High Commissioner focused her recent intervention at the opening of the September session of the Human Rights Council on the issue of climate change stressing its threat to human rights, development and peace and to the deepening of inequalities in society.
Chairperson, ladies and gentlemen,
I would now like to share some information with you related to the 2020 Review of the treaty body system.  A key issue providing context to this review is the current funding crisis confronting the UN system.  The threat to cancel the treaty body sessions for the latter part of 2019 has been overcome, thanks in large part to the coordinated response from treaty bodies, the High Commissioner and the Secretary-General.
However, the overall cash flow situation remains critical as does the significant shortfall in staffing of the Treaties Branch. The situation for 2020 and beyond – whether in relation to funding of sessions or staffing - is uncertain.  In this regard, the Office is aware of the challenges facing this Committee in relation to staffing and meeting time to consider individual communications and is seeking both short and longer-term solutions.  This underscores the importance of seizing the opportunity of the 2020 Review to bring the required stability and resourcing to the treaty body system.
Against this backdrop, treaty body chairpersons adopted a common vision at the recent annual meeting of Chairpersons.  That meeting benefitted from a non-Paper coordinated by Costa Rica and endorsed by over 40 States.  Both documents included the need to address the resource gap as a priority.  They also highlighted the importance of closer engagement in regions and with regional mechanisms, and increased observance of reporting obligations by States, in addition to encouraging predictability and harmonization, as much as possible, among the treaty bodies. 
The High Commissioner has welcomed the vision of the Treaty Body Chairs before the Human Rights Council, also highlighting the review as an opportunity to strengthen the impact of the Committee’s deliberations on the ground, including through streamlining and harmonizing procedures.

This is particularly encouraging for this Committee, which has sought to reduce overlap and unnecessary duplication with other Committees, including in the preparation of list of issues and list of issue prior to reporting.  In this regard, I would encourage you to consider further offering the possibility to States to use the Simplified Reporting Procedure, and identifying the countries on which you can possibly coordinate list of issues with the Human Rights Committee.  

I also encourage you to continue discussion on the possible introduction of a predictable calendar.  The Human Rights Committee has now developed a predictable 8-year review cycle, which it envisages will address some of the challenges posed by non-reporting States and the overall lack of predictability. Developing a methodology in conjunction with other Committees, or by using the experience of other Committees, could be useful.

	My colleagues and I look forward to further opportunities during your busy session to discuss the 2020 Review with you.  In the meantime and in conclusion, I would like to wish you a successful and productive Session.  Thank you.
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