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		Report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its thirteenth session
1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its thirteenth session on 27 and 28 June 2019 in Geneva.  Five members attended the session (Gunnar Bergby, Marion Bethel, Rosario Manalo, Lia Nadaraia and Aicha Vall Verges). 
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda.
3.	 The Working Group elected Ms. Bethel as Chair and Ms. Verges as Vice-Chair.
4.	The Working Group was informed:  
 (a)	In relation to inquiry No. 2016/1, that on 19 September 2018, the State party concerned had consented to a visit to its territory in March 2020;
(b)	 In relation to inquiry No. 2014/3, that the Permanent Representative of the State party was unable to meet with the designated members during the seventy-second session of the Committee due to prior commitments;
(c)	In relation to inquiry No. 2011/1, concerning Canada, that on 21 February 2019, the State party had submitted written information on follow-up to the Committee’s concluding observations on the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of the State party. However, it had failed to submit information under article 9 of the Optional Protocol on the measures taken in response to the recommendations made by the Committee in its report of the inquiry, despite a reminder sent by the Secretariat on 21 November 2018;
5.	The Working Group reiterated its concern at the lack of resources to fully undertake its mandate under the inquiry procedure, particularly with regard to inquiries Nos. 2013/1 and 2016/1, currently planned for September 2019 and March 2020, respectively.
6.	The Working Group also discussed matters in relation to submission No. 2019/1 and inquiries Nos. 2017/3, 2016/1, 2014/2, 2014/3, 2014/1, 2013/1, 2011/4, 2011/2 and 2010/1.
		Action taken at the thirteenth session 
7.	The Working Group decided:
		(a)	In relation to submission No. 2019/1, to request additional information from the sources of information;
		(b)	In relation to inquiry 2017/3, to designate Ms. Nadaraia as an additional member to conduct the inquiry;
(c)	In relation to inquiry No. 2016/1, to request the State party concerned to appoint focal points for the preparation of the visit of the designated members to its territory during the second half of March 2020;
(d)	In relation to inquiry 2014/2, to propose dates for the visit to the territory of the State party concerned once the Secretariat has provided clarity on the budget situation;
(e)	In relation to inquiry Nos. 2014/1 and 2011/2 concerning Kyrgyzstan and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, respectively, to send a reminder to the States parties to submit information on the measures taken in response to the recommendations contained in the respective inquiry reports of the Committee by 21 September 2019;
(f)	In relation to inquiry No. 2014/3, to request the designated members to meet the Permanent Representative of the State party concerned during the Committee’s seventy-third session;
(g)	In relation to inquiry No. 2011/1 concerning Canada, to request the State party to submit information under article 9 of the Optional Protocol on the measures taken in response to the recommendations contained in the inquiry report of the Committee.
	8.	The Working Group decided to hold its fourteenth session on 17 and 18 October 2019 in Geneva.
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