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Introduction 
Alexandria self-advocacy resource group is a group of people with intellectual disability and their supporters from different organisations. We are working on inclusion for people with disability on their communities. Our work is based on the UN Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities (CRPD).
The purpose of our contribution is to provide additional information on women and girls with disabilities to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) for the review of Egypt. 
Although Egypt is making a great effort to eliminate discrimination against women, girls and women with disabilities are still being discriminated against.

This report highlights key issues affecting women and girls with disabilities including:
· Sexual abuse and violence
· Equal access to health care 
· Gender based discrimination in accessing disability benefits when married.
· Gender based discrimination in marriage
· Accessibility

1- Sexual abuse and violence
Although the state has instituted penalties, the phenomenon of sexual abuse and exploitation for women and girls with disabilities are still widespread
Women and girls with disabilities are more exposed to violence and sexual assaults. Unfortunately, we hear many tragic stories every short period of a girl or woman with a disability who is exposed to an accident of rape, abuse or neglect that leads to a disaster, but we couldn't found studies support us by numbers but we found many articles on famous websites about this issue for example  an article in Al-Watan newspaper that monitors some cases of assault and rape of girls, women and children with disabilities in 2020 ( https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/4977494 ) , and the total number of cases raised was 9, including 4 cases of rape of girls and women with disabilities and one case of assault on a girl with disabilities from a teacher in the school 
In one year, 5 cases were reported to the police.so how many cases were reported but not published?   How many cases were not reported?

2- Equal access to health care
In general women with Intellectual disabilities don't receive information about sexual and reproductive health because they not allowed from their families to marry (we will talk in this point later). Girls with intellectual disabilities are subject to health care discrimination in some cases, especially if treatment is expensive, for example growth hormone treatment that causes short stature. 
When a girl with an intellectual disability applies for this treatment, the hospital requesting an IQ. If it shows that the girl with intellectual disability they refuse to give her the treatment.  H.C Association working with children with disability monitored 3 cases that were exposed to the same situation in the last year. We are asking are the girls with intellectual disability don't have the right to grow in normal way?

3- Gender based discrimination in accessing disability benefits when married.
Women with disabilities have the right to adequate standard of living and social protection. and this what the government trying to give them in the law 10 of 2018, article 25 gives the right for man and woman with disability to receive monthly financial aid from social affairs or obtaining a pension inherited from one of the parents, brothers, sons or daughters, and gave them the right of gathering 2 pensions, and this is a great thing it wasn't before.
If the man with disability became a husband he will continue to receive the monthly financial aids or the inherited pension but if the disabled woman became a wife all these things will cut. And hear a big question the disability disappeared by her marriage? The real situation is that the burdens on a woman with disabilities have increased after marriage, so she may need to pay those who may support her in the housework, and she still needs money to spend on the results of her disability, such as treatment and prosthetic devices or visiting doctors. One of the wives with disabilities mentioned in this regard that she may marry someone with disability like her, and most likely his financial condition will not be good to support the expenses of her disability as well. So disabled wife's demanding equality with men in this matter and they are leading the "We Want to Live" initiative. They made many peaceful protests.  (https://www.nosaed.com/2021/03/26/ ), two in front of social affairs ministry but no action was taken so they made another peaceful protest at 23rd of August 2021 In front of the Prime Minister's office and no action was taken and the last one was at  15th of September so all of us waiting for response 

4- Gender based discrimination in marriage
Marriage is a big and complex issue for a woman with intellectual disabilities, as she may be exposed to one of two fates.
The first, which is widespread in large cities, is that women with intellectual disabilities should not marry, and such decisions are made by the family. I remember when I started my work in advocating for the rights of people with disabilities that I met with uncle of one of our members and she is Down syndrome. The conversation took place between us and he showed his admiration of our advocacy work. Then he told me beware that you talk about the right of marriage with my niece, as is happening in European countries, because this is not appropriate for our situation in Egypt.
The second, which is widespread in Upper Egypt and poor areas, the family, ignores the disability completely and treats her as a girl without disability and they marry her to someone who may not be aware of her problem, and therefore she bears burdens that exceed her capabilities and she is punished for every shortcoming. Of course the reasons behind this issue are lack of awareness.
 
5- Accessibility 
Accessible Roads: the government working hard to improve our road networks but it is still a problem for PWD specially women with disability, if the disabled women can't move around so of course she can't be part of her community, she can't be able to achieve independence  
 J.R -a student in the third year of faculty of human arts psychology department - said I am with cerebral palsy. I am moving on a wheelchair .I can say that I can't move with my wheelchair in the side roads or I can say it is impossible because it is unpaved roads
 and the main roads I can't find any place to move with my wheelchair because I can't move on the sidewalks because they are always busy with things for shops (road occupancy it is a big problem in Egypt many Newspaper spoke about it  https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/5612026   ) and if I found it not busy I cannot climb to because the ramps designated for wheelchairs are not implemented with the appropriate specifications, or one of the shop owners decided to cancel or fill it or I can find a tree or Lamppost on  the middle of the ramp ( this is mean that people don't aware by the cause of these ramps )

Accessible transportation: the second big challenge in disabled woman's life is inaccessible transportation Because this may expose her to embarrassment or harassment when people have to carry her and put her on the bus, J.R continue her speech saying:  buses or microbus are not equipped and high so it is impossible to climb a wheelchair in them, and therefore I must always rent a private car to go to college and this is a very high cost for me and my family.
We red in the newspaper (https://www.masrawy.com/news/news_various/details/2021/9/17/2091204/ ) that Alexandria put 23 buses designed for people with motor disabilities and this is wonderful, but unfortunately it can only move in one road, which is the Corniche Road because it is paved, and here we ask what about the rest of the areas in Alexandria? What about those who live in Amiriyah, Burj Al Arab, Al Bitash, Dekheila, Hanovil, Kilo 21, Wardian and Karmouz? If we complete the names of the areas, we will not write anything else in this document.

Accessible building: We know that Law 10 of 2018 was issued, which is known as the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Law, Article 29 solve this issue  so any new building must be accessible for PWD but in the reality in which we live we still suffering because we still have the old buildings. a lot of building don't have ramps or elevators ( for example social affairs in our area in the second and third floor, the stairs very narrow without  elevator  and the same for social insurance, district administration ) 

We will summarize these issues in a set of questions that need answers
When women with disabilities will feel safe when they are out home?
When families for girls with disabilities will feel that their girls are safe in a school or a club or even in a street?
When women and girls with intellectual disabilities will have health care in equal with who are without disabilities?
When the woman with intellectual disability will have the right to decide to marry or not?
When women with disabilities can move around easily? 
When does a woman with a disability receive money or a pension that makes her not need, even if she gets married?
The main question when the women with disability will have a good life?

Recommendations 
The first and most important recommendation, which we will find it common in solving all the previous issues, which we wanted to highlight, is awareness
Educating the community about people with disabilities and their needs is so important. Because the community is who will give them these rights and needs. 
Educating the women with disabilities and their families about their rights (You won't ask for a right you don't know).
Awareness is by means that can reach the simplest women in the poorest places. We read about many activities taking place in order to empower women with disabilities, but how many have heard about them? Therefore, awareness should be through the media available to all, such as television, in an easy-to-understand manner. It should be short, focused and repetitive messages to make sure that it reaches women with intellectual disabilities.
If we will use written documents we have to use easy-read documents for women with intellectual disabilities and of course other methods for other disabilities
The social affairs can held a protocol with all the associations are working with women or girls with disability to educate them with their families.   

1- Sexual abuse and violence
The government should develop a policy to protect women or girls with disabilities. This policy contains 
Rules, laws and what should be practiced with a woman or girl with disabilities
Procedures they should follow 
Who should go to report the violation if it was big and we could not dealing with inside the work place?
And distribute it to the ministries, and then the ministries, in turn, distribute them to all bodies that deal with women with disabilities
Or the ministries ask all bodies to develop a policy that is commensurate with their work and send it to the ministry for approval, after that it must be read and signed by all employees, or it must be published and available to all
Provided that there is always a follow-up (a committee that ensures the activation of these policies within the bodies)

Encouraging women with disabilities and their families to report cases of harassment and assault (and emphasizing the preservation of information and not publishing it if this is the desire of the abused)
Urging the police and the judiciary to take quick measures and provisions to encourage women with disabilities to come forward to report

Put easy way for women with disabilities to report about abuse (phone number) 

2- Equal access to health care

The Ministry of Health should cancel any rules that support discrimination between a girl with disability and another without. Treatment is given at any cost
The Ministry of Health should prepare awareness programs for women with disabilities about health in general and sexual and reproductive health in particular
This can be done in health units, and the units must find a way to inform women with disabilities
The Ministry must organize health campaigns targeting women with disabilities only, such as the 100 Million Seha campaigns that are carried out under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi.

3- Gender based discrimination in accessing disability benefits when married.
The government must implement Article No. 25 of Law 10 of 2018, and therefore they must amend the Social insurance' Law, in proportion to that article, and then it is presented to the People's Assembly for discussion. After completion, the amendment decision is issued and the Ministry of Social Insurance is committed to implementing it.


4- Gender based discrimination in marriage
Hear we need to change family's attitude so we need to focus on awareness about the right of making decisions specially marriage in all the available ways and means, and we need all the 
We also need to change the minds of the clergy, because they are the ones who contract marriage
In order for two people with intellectual disabilities to marry, they need support in their lives. Therefore, it is preferable to establish offices or support groups for people with disabilities who wish to marry.

5- Accessibility 
The government must start paving the streets will lead to any where we need to go like hospitals, Places of worship, schools, markets at first then they can continue step by step.

It is necessary to provide buses to all areas instead of 23 buses for one road, and announce their dates

All official procedures for women with disabilities can be transferred to online, even interviews, but the used application must be user-friendly for women with intellectual disabilities, or a representative should be sent to her home
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