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Introduction
The issue of disabilities resulting from the use of military weapons in Palestine, particularly following the large-scale attacks since October 7, 2023, constitutes a major humanitarian and human rights challenge in the region. Persons with disabilities, due to their physical limitations and mobility restrictions, are disproportionately exposed to direct and indirect risks caused by the conflict. Furthermore, lack of access to medical, rehabilitative, and supportive services exacerbates their vulnerable situation. This report is prepared based on international treaties, especially the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and reliable data from international organizations to provide a comprehensive overview of the current situation and offer practical recommendations for improving conditions.
1: The State of Persons with Disabilities in Palestine Prior to October 7, 202323
· Statistics and General Situation
Approximately 15% of the Palestinian population lives with some form of disability, with this figure likely higher in the Gaza Strip due to poverty, blockade, and ongoing conflict. Even before the recent crisis, people with disabilities faced significant challenges accessing health, education, and employment services. (WHO Palestine, OCHA OPT 2023)
· Social and Economic Conditions
The economic blockade of Gaza and movement restrictions in the West Bank have severely limited medical and rehabilitation services. High unemployment and extreme poverty heavily impact the lives of persons with disabilities.
· Legal and Policy Framework
Despite Palestine’s signature of the CRPD and some legislative progress, implementation remains limited and hindered by structural obstacles, budget shortfalls, and insufficient infrastructure.
2: Data and Statistics on Disabilities Resulting from the Use of Military Weapons in Palestine
· According to UN OCHA (2024), more than 5,000 individuals have sustained permanent disabilities caused by explosives and cluster munitions since October 2023.
· Over 2,500 persons have suffered amputations requiring long-term rehabilitation (ICRC, 2024).
· More than 1,200 children under 18 have become disabled, 45% with amputations or neuro-motor impairments (WHO, 2025).
· 60% of the injured suffer from psychological disorders such as PTSD and depression (Palestinian Mental Health Institute, 2024).
· The rate of newly disabled persons in Gaza stands at 0.25% of the population (UN Population Division, 2024).
· Only 15% of rehabilitation needs are currently being met (ICRC, 2024).
· Over 70% of hospitals face shortages of equipment and essential medicines (WHO, 2024).
· Approximately 10% of war-related disabled individuals have died due to a lack of adequate care (Ministry of Health, Gaza, 2024).
· 30% of previously disabled individuals report worsening conditions (UNDP Palestine, 2024).
· More than 200 new disabilities caused by mines and explosive remnants have been recorded (UNMAS, 2024).
3: Impact of Attacks and Status of Services
· Increase in Disabilities from Direct Injuries: The intensity of attacks has led to diverse physical and psychological disabilities.
· Destruction of Health and Rehabilitation Infrastructure: Medical facilities have been damaged, resulting in a reduced capacity to provide care.
· Severe Access Limitations to Humanitarian Services: Blockade and security obstacles severely hinder service delivery to persons with disabilities.
· Heightened Vulnerability: Persons with disabilities face increased risks due to physical constraints amid conflict and humanitarian crises.
4: Challenges in Accessing Humanitarian Services
· Severe restrictions on mobility and evacuation for persons with disabilities.
· Shortages of rehabilitation equipment such as wheelchairs, prostheses, and specialized medications.
· Structural discrimination and inadequate training of relief personnel regarding the specific needs of persons with disabilities.
· Security restrictions and blockade hamper the import and distribution of essential medical and rehabilitation supplies.
5: Legal Analysis Regarding the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
· Israel, as a CRPD signatory, is obligated to respect and ensure the rights of persons with disabilities even during armed conflict.
· There is a blatant violation of Article 11 of the Convention, which mandates the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in emergencies.
· Israeli actions in demolishing infrastructure and obstructing humanitarian aid access constitute apparent breaches of human rights and humanitarian law.
· Such violations are subject to accountability under international human rights law and the Geneva Conventions.
6: Recommendations
· Immediate lifting of the blockade and establishment of secure corridors for medical and rehabilitation supplies.
· Creation of temporary rehabilitation centers in safe zones for urgent medical care of injured persons with disabilities.
· Provision of specialized transport for persons with disabilities in emergencies.
· Training of emergency personnel and aid workers on the specific needs of persons with disabilities.
Long-Term Recommendations:
· Development of accessible and comprehensive infrastructure across all sectors, especially health and rehabilitation.
· Reform and enforcement of national legislation in line with international standards and increased budget allocation.
· Strengthening international cooperation for technical and financial support of Palestinian disability organizations.
· Continuous monitoring and reporting by international bodies to ensure the enforcement of disability rights in Palestine.
Need for International Monitoring and Accountability:
· The UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities should dispatch specialized field teams to document violations and assess conditions on the ground.
· Enhanced diplomatic pressure and targeted sanctions on Israel are necessary to ensure compliance with international obligations.
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