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Alternative Report 
to French's Periodical Reports



Regards de Femmes



The NGO Regards de femmes works in France and around the world, in partnership with a very large number of women’s rights associations, to ensure that all domains, both public and private, offer women and girls security, equality, recognition and respect for their dignity. Those areas of autonomy and freedom allow women to study, receive medical care, be tried in court, work and flourish, together with men and other women. 
In order to achieve this, Regards de Femmes relies on:
· The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Article 5 urges States parties to take all appropriate measures to modify the social and cultural attitudes of men and women, with a view to eliminating prejudices and customary practices that are based on gender-based inequality and stereotypes 
· The French Republic’s Constitution asserts both the principle of equality between women and men and the principle of laicity, which means the distinction between political powers and institutions applying to everyone living within the territory of the French Republic, and the religious beliefs and rules concerning solely the members of any religion.
Equal rights and duties and dignity for women and men have not been entirely achieved in any country, in spite of the signing of various international Conventions and the norms these Conventions should entail.
It is time today for States to take action and make each and every one of these rights effective for all women at all times. France has a solid tradition in the field of universal rights.
We demand that France implement further its international commitments and bolster the application of its constitutional principles in reference to equal rights and duties and the dignity of women and men.
The requests made in our supplementary report for the 64th session have been taken into account by France.
 Faced with the threat of discrimination against women and girls by fundamentalist religious groups, our requests related to :
- Full application of the legislative framework for girls and women of Muslim assignation or confession and their protection by common law.
- Protecting women and girls from indoctrination by fundamentalist groups that reject gender equality.
- The support of the hierarchy for teachers who warn of the refusal of co-education at school or of sports activities for girls.
- Protection against forced marriages, unequal inheritance between the sexes, female genital mutilation 
- Subordination of all public aid and subsidies to respect for the principles of the Republic, particularly with regard to gender equality.
The law of 24 August 2021 reinforcing respect for the Principles of the Republic has met most of these demands.
Today, the threat to women's rights from fundamental breaches of the CEDAW Convention by trans-activist ideologues is taking on an unprecedented dimension in most countries in the UNECE area, including France.
Many of these countries are in a race to erase women, in a frantic pursuit of so-called modernity, defined by a group of transactivist masculinists who deny biological reality. The very essence of the transexual activist movement is to erase women, to avoid or replace the word « woman ».
While transsexual adults have rights as individuals, these should not replace or diminish the rights of women and girls.
The desire to erase women starts by erasing the word "woman". Systematically replacing the expressions "equality between women and men" with "gender equality", or "violence against women and girls" with "gender-based violence" is not neutral.
Considering the words « gender » and « sex » as interchangeable, when the first is about a societal construction of the second, enables them to consider one’s sex as a sociological versus a biological fact. The purpose of this voluntary confusion is to erase the sex distinction from our civil registries, thus obfuscating the very notion of sex, so essential to the construction of the self for children.
The other willful confusion is the one they make between homophobia and transphobia. Their movement is in fact homophobic: girls attracted to girls are immediately told they must be born in the “wrong sex”.
REEM ALSALEM, the UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, is: «  concerned by the shrinking space in several countries in the Global Northfor women and feminist organizations and their allies to gather and/or express themselves peacefully in demanding respect for their needs based on their sex and/or sexual orientation... Of particular concern are the various forms of reprisals against women, including censorship, legal harassment, employment loss, loss of income, removal from social media platforms, speaking engagements, and the refusal to publish research conclusions and articles (22 may 2023, ohcr.org).
The Cedaw Convention would become useless and obsolete, as people could declare themselves alternatively female, male or gender-neutral.

Some countries, mainly in Scandinavia, have realised the health and social dangers for girls and women and are calling for a halt to all hormonal or surgical treatment for minors.

We call on France to protect women and girls, especially minors, from this abuse and from medical and surgical mutilation.

Why are "binders", which compress the breasts of prepubescent girls to prevent them from developing, allowed to be sold over the counter? How can we fail to think of the ironing of breasts in certain African ethnic groups or the foot binding of Chinese women, of sad memory.
Why isn't mastectomy of perfectly healthy adolescent breasts banned? The Académie de Médecine (March 12, 2022) states that it is authorized in France from the age of 14!
In France, the legal recognition of sex reassignment for adults, by declaration, without having undergone "medical treatment, surgery or sterilisation" (law of 2016) was obtained by transsexual adults to avoid very heavy treatments or mutilating surgery. Today, these same masculinist translobbyist groups are advocating these treatments, which are practised on minors, whose consent is supposedly informed!

The 31 January 2022 law  against conversion therapies does not prohibit affirmative transition therapies. Even if they involve minors, both boys and girls.

Affirmative transition therapies are tested on young children, who are led to believe that they were born in the "wrong sex" (sic). They undergo puberty-blocking hormone treatments or surgical ablations and mutilations on ideological grounds. 

Whereas the care of girls with pubertal dysphoria at some stage in their development should be provided within a legal and institutional framework specific to childhood by neutral specialist professionals who are able to hear the specific concerns of minors without distorting or exploiting them.
We demand that France suspend all hormonal or surgical treatment of trans-identified minors and support child psychiatrists who warn of the medical risks against any defamation, insult or threat.
In March 2021, in the law "Democratising sport in France", an amendment to article 100-1 of the sports code to replace the words "gender" with the words "gender identity" will allow sportsmen who declare themselves to be "women" to win events, to the detriment of women and girls.
We demand that France does not authorise the presence of sportsmen and women born male in women's sporting competitions.
In May 2021, in the law on "Confidence in the Judiciary", two amendments on "gender" equality will allow transgender people "in transition", i.e. who have their male sexual organs, access to women's prisons!  
We call on France not to incarcerate transgender people "in transition" in women's prisons. 
Influencers and social networks have an obvious attraction for young people, providing them with "turnkey" instructions, from websites to online medical consultations, including arguments for obtaining consent from parents who find themselves isolated and lacking in resources. 
We call on France to ensure that the law of June 2023 "aimed at combating the abuses of influencers on social networks" is applied to protect young girls from affirmative transition therapies.  
These therapies are extremely lucrative for the clinics and doctors who practise them, who gain a lifelong patient base because of the need for perpetual treatment and the pain caused by the treatments they undergo.
France, whose legislative arsenal and all its public policies are aimed at equal rights, duties and dignity for women and men, cannot allow a tiny ideological group to challenge the biological reality of the female sex and attack all those who defend the existence of women and girls.
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