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Chairperson, Members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen.

WHO is pleased to provide an update on initiatives to support and promote the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

The WHO General Programme of Work, agreed by Member States in 2017, has a strong focus on disability. This includes strengthening health systems in support of Universal Health Coverage without financial hardship, including equity of access based on disability; and disaggregating data by disability in order to ensure the monitoring of and response to health inequalities. 

More specifically, WHO works within the framework set out in the WHO Global disability action plan 2014 – 2021: Better health for all people with disability. This plan has three objectives that focus on removing barriers to health services, strengthening rehabilitation and the collection of data. 

In the area of removing barriers to health services, WHO is looking at how to tackle discrimination in health care settings and developing organization-wide standards of care for the provision of non-discriminatory health care based on the best available evidence. Work is also underway to provide tools and promote access to health services for persons with disabilities within several regional offices. 

In mental health, as part of its QualityRights initiative, WHO’s guidance materials, face-to-face capacity building resources and e-training programmes that aim to translate the CRPD into practice are already demonstrating impact in changing attitudes and practices in several Member States. In addition, WHO is developing best practice guidance that provides evidence for community-based mental health services that operate without coercion, respond to people’s needs, support recovery and promote autonomy and inclusion, in line with the Convention. 

In the area of strengthening rehabilitation, WHO has developed and is rolling out guidance on strengthening the health system to provide rehabilitation services. In addition, work is also underway to develop a package of rehabilitation interventions to facilitate the inclusion of rehabilitation in Universal Health Coverage. WHO thanks the Committee for organizing a lunchtime seminar on Universal Health Coverage and rehabilitation on September 10 th. 

Following the publication of the first WHO List of priority assistive products in 2016, WHO is developing technical tools to support Member States to implement national priority lists. This includes, specifications to guide procurement of priority assistive products (in collaboration with UNICEF), financing options, and training modules to support access to basic assistive products at a community-level. 

In the collection of data, WHO is working with Member States to strengthen statistical systems to collect and use high quality disability data. This work utilises the Model Disability Survey which was developed in partnership with the World Bank. This survey includes a long version and also a short version that can be integrated into other population-based surveys. WHO’s work in this area contributes towards the monitoring and implementation of both the Sustainable Development Goals and the Convention. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, in November 2017, the Director-General of WHO and the High Commissioner for Human Rights signed a Framework of Cooperation between WHO and OHCHR that outlines four broad areas of cooperation, including an explicit focus on supporting the advancement of, and respect for, international norms and standards for the realisation of human rights to health and through health. This includes convening a meeting with the Secretaries of the Committees this year to explore new working practices and collaborations.

Building on this commitment, WHO recently became the co-lead of a new UN Development Group Task Team on Leaving no-one behind, human rights and the normative agenda. The Task Teams’ mission is to support countries in putting human rights norms and standards front and central to the leave no one behind agenda of the SDGs. Activities are currently under development.

WHO thanks the Committee once again for this opportunity and would be pleased to provide further information if requested. 
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