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Madame Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour to open the hundredth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. This is an important milestone in this Committee’s history— and I wish you all a very Happy and peaceful 2026. 
This session was originally scheduled for September 2025 but was regrettably postponed due to the United Nations liquidity crisis. We are therefore pleased that you are able to convene now, albeit in a reduced format, to continue your essential work, including by holding dialogues with Colombia, Ghana, Ethiopia, Malaysia, the Maldives, Pakistan, and Spain and by considering 20 individual communications, as well as a follow-up report on individual communications. 
You are meeting at a very difficult moment for human rights, and especially for children’s rights. Around the world, children are increasingly affected by violations of international humanitarian law and growing challenges to their fundamental rights. At the same time, global support is shrinking. In 2025 severe reductions in global aid, led to hospitals closure, shortage of emergency supplies run, and the suspension of immunization campaigns. 
The consequences are alarming. UNICEF estimates that 4.5 million children under the age of five could lose their lives as essential services are rolled back. By the end of 2026, another 6 million may be forced out of school by the end of 2026. Malnutrition is worsening this crisis: in 2024, 150 million young children were stunted and 42.8 million suffered from wasting, undermining their ability to grow, learn, and survive.
No child should die from preventable causes. Yet today, millions of children face growing risks from conflict, climate change, poverty, inequalities, and hunger. Without urgent action, preventable death and lifelong harm will continue. 
The message is clear: we must act now. We call on governments, donors, and all partners to urgently renew their commitment to protecting children’s rights, restore essential services and stand up for the UN Charter and international law. Every child has the right to life, education and to grow up in safety and dignity. Together, we can - and must - reverse this trend and give children the future they deserve.

Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres,

[bookmark: _Hlk218845008]À cet égard, le HCDH s'engage à établir des partenariats mondiaux pour faire progresser les droits humains. Au cours des prochains mois, le Haut-Commissaire lancera l'Alliance mondiale pour les droits humains, une initiative de grande envergure et à long terme visant à replacer les droits humains au cœur du leadership politique, du débat public et de la vie quotidienne.	Comment by CTMD: Droits de l’homme?
L'Alliance mondiale réunira les gouvernements, la société civile, les jeunes, les artistes, les scientifiques, les entreprises, les organisations philanthropiques et l'ensemble du système des Nations Unies afin de défendre les droits humains, d'inspirer une action collective et de renforcer l'écosystème mondial des droits humains. Son objectif est de renouveler la promesse de la Déclaration universelle des droits de l'homme et de construire un monde dans lequel la responsabilité, la dignité et la justice définissent les relations entre les personnes et les institutions.
Nous comptons sur votre soutien pour cette initiative transformatrice. Ensemble, nous pouvons faire en sorte que les droits humains restent le fondement de la paix, de la sécurité et du développement durable.

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Your work has never been more important. And yet, treaty bodies are facing unprecedented constraints. In 2025, more than 30 percent of meeting time was lost, and this caused major delays, resulted in the cancellation of State party reviews as well as pre-sessional working groups, and, coupled with a decrease in State party reports received in 2025, had serious consequences for the functioning of the treaty body system. 
This year, we expect the resource situation to remain extremely challenging with further cuts in both post and non-post resources.  This means less meeting time, less deliverables and, most regrettably, less impact. 
The High Commissioner has consistently warned that, if this trend continues, the system risks reaching a breaking point. He has called for innovative ideas / solutions, including in connection with the UN80 Initiative. This challenge was addressed as an issue of high importance at the Chairpersons’ informal meeting in early December 2025 and will be a topic for their formal annual meeting in June 2026. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to support this Committee and other treaty bodies, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. The messaging has been consistent. 
I am confident that through collaboration, innovation, and shared commitment, we can navigate these constraints and ensure that the essential work of protecting human rights moves forward.



Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your achievements during this difficult period. Your commitment in advancing the work of the Committee, as demonstrated by the important work you undertook online between September and December, is greatly appreciated. Thanks to your efforts, eight Lists of Issues and five Lists of Issues Prior to Reporting were adopted. This was critical: without those approvals, the Committee would not have been able to schedule new countries for the coming sessions. Your dedication ensured that the Committee’s work could continue into 2026 despite the challenges we face.

Moving now to the work related to the Human Rights Council, the first session of the open-ended intergovernmental working group mandated to explore a possible Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on education, pursuant to Human Rights Council res. 56/5, took place from 1 to 3 September 2025 in Geneva. Your participation, Madame Chair, and that of Vice-Chair Philip Jaffé were very appreciated. On 12 December 2025, the Chair-Rapporteur convened informal consultations with States to discuss a non-paper addressing concerns raised during the first session, as well as an analytical paper on legal gaps and options prepared by Professor Klaus Beiter. A progress report will be submitted to the 62nd session of the Human Rights Council (June–July 2026)	Comment by CTMD: @Allegra: Please identify a transition. 
Finally, the Human Rights Council’s annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child will take place on 9 March 2026, during its 61st session, and will focus on the theme of the High Commissioner’s report on children’s rights in armed conflict. 


Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Messieurs les experts,

En conclusion, je vous souhaite beaucoup de succès pour cette session. Malgré les nombreux défis, votre dévouement et votre engagement rendent possible que ce Comité poursuive son travail essentiel en faveur des enfants du monde entier.
Merci de votre attention.
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