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Basic Information  
HISTORY:  The former Netherlands colony of Surinam or Netherlands Guiana, gained 
independence as Suriname and was admitted as a member State of the United Nations 
in 1975.  A military coup in 1980 was followed by a civil war in the east of the country 
between 1986 and 1992, in which the main protagonists were the national army and the 
“Jungle Commando” of the ethnic Maroons, descended from escaped African slaves.  
The Jungle Commando eventually surrendered following the effective restoration of 
democracy in the 1991 elections.  The war brought over 300 deaths – approaching one 
per thousand of the national population, and some 7,000 refugees fled to French 
Guiana. 
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)

 
        
                             633,000

Males annually reaching recruitment age (approx)
:  
    

                      5,317
MILITARY SERVICE: has always been voluntary

Minimum recruitment age: 18 


Conscientious objection:   no provision.
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022
:
            
                     1,840

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                   34.6%
No information on military expenditure is available.
Article 180 of the Constitution of Suriname as amended in 1992 provides for obligatory military service, the conditions for which are to be regulated by law.  Paragraph 5 stipulates: “Persons who are found to be unsuited for military service of [sic] conscientious objectors can, under conditions to be laid down by law, perform unarmed military or civil service fitting for their situation.”  

In fact no legal provisions regarding military service have ever been promulgated and in practice  military recruitment has always been voluntary.  No cases have been recorded of serving members of the armed forces seeking release having developed conscientious objections; if any should arise there is the constitutional provision which although not directly applicable could be invoked.
In the circumstances, CPTI cannot see any reason to raise issues of military service and conscientious objection in the List of Issues.
�	Source:  The Military Balance 2023 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate on “demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.


�	Ibid: - calculated from the quoted proportion of the 2022 population which were males between the ages of 15 and 19. 


�	Child Soldiers International (formerly Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers), Louder than words: an agenda for action to end  state use of child soldiers   London, September 2012, p146, 


�	The Military Balance 2023, op cit. 





