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Today 13 September 2021, CED initiates its 21st session 
I am Amina Janjua from Pakistan, and I am honored to speak at this prestigious forum. I am a human rights defender, poet, artist, mother of two sons and one daughter, and wife of a loving gem of a man“Disappeared”, Masood Janjua. 
Masood Janjua was a successful businessman and educator of twin cities - Rawalpindi and Islamabad. On 30th July 2005, Masood and his friend Faisal were going to Peshawar by a local bus service and were forcibly disappeared on the way. To date, there is no news of their whereabouts. 
It would be impossible for anyone to understand what me and my children have gone through during these 16 years of torture and misery. 
As a grieving and emotionally broken-down mother, my children were left to the mercy of relatives. For months there was no cooking, no school going of kids or any other household activity.
Masood's business was down the drain as it was left headless all of a sudden. It took me many months before I realized what had happened and that I needed to get up from the bed and start searching for my loved one. As I got up with extraordinary pain and determination, I started an endless nerve wrecking battle in which I have never rested.
Masood disappeared under the reign of President Parvez Musharraf who was also the Chief of the Army. In those times, to raise voice against enforced disappearances was unprecedented. As the struggle kicked off, I protested in front of the Parliament House, Supreme court and all the key locations along with my children and many other families of the Disappeared. We called our movement “Defence of Human Rights”. 
I was not a lawyer, but I found myself pleading in the Supreme Court for Masood, Faisal and eventually  for hundreds of other disappeared persons[footnoteRef:1]. Over the years, 2818 cases of Disappeared people were registered with us. The great thing is that out of these, 1358 have surfaced, whereas 77 were found dead in custody. In 2008 I was invited by Amnesty International on the speaking tour of Europe and America. In 2014 we got affiliated with Asian federation against enforced disappearances,(AFAD) which helped us in our international visibility.  In 2017, I participated in the 28th Pre UPR session in Geneva, meeting permanent missions of 20 countries. As a result, 13 States recommended Pakistan to ratify the Convention.  [1:  Human Rights Case No. 965 of 2005 before the Supreme Court of Pakistan] 

Initially, the disappearances were in connection with the War on Terror, starting after 9/11, households were indiscriminately raided across Pakistan, people extrajudicially killed in fake encounters or by drones, disappeared and even sold to the US, as the President writes in his book named “In the Line of Fire”[footnoteRef:2]. In that book he admitted to the capture and rendition of citizens for a cash bounty offered by the US. Gradually, Enforced Disappearances became a widespread social evil. Activists with dissenting views, Human Rights defenders, writers, progressive voices, students, lawyers, even the journalists and social media activists disappeared. Fear, uncertainty, grief, economic and emotional devastation became part of the daily life of the families of the disappeared.  [2:  General Musharraf, in his memoirs, “In the Line of Fire” published in 2006] 

Throughout 16 years of this battle, we never came across anything as concrete and beautiful as the International Convention for the protection of all persons against enforced disappearances. Pakistan, though a party to CAT, CEDAW and many other conventions, unfortunately has not ratified this convention.  It is a known fact that wherever there was military dictatorship in the world, the democratic forces were weakened. Such a situation poses great hurdles in ratifying the Convention. Pakistan is also one such country.
I can convey to you that the aggrieved people of Pakistan have great expectations from the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and other human rights mechanisms. The only thing we want is a world free of “Disappearances”.
Over the last 10 years, we have continuously demanded the ratification of the convention but we have not succeeded yet. However we do understand the need for the Committee’s support.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here I call on my government: we are in a right moment for Pakistan to ratify the Convention. As I said before, Pakistan has already received more than 13 recommendations in the UPR process to ratify this convention[footnoteRef:3] and we are in a right moment because right now, a bill is being discussed to criminalize enforced disappearances. We are happy to have this legislation instead of having nothing but a lot remains to be done. Along with this legislation if Pakistan ratifies the Convention, the authorities, with the help of CED,  will be in better shape to address the menace of enforced disappearances. [3:  https://upr-info-database.uwazi.io/en/library/table/?q=(allAggregations:!f,filters:(issues:(values:!(%2796a6797f-c736-442b-8e31-3e6a8e1f8c5b%27)),session:(values:!(%2735229e10-bdc4-41b9-9c25-94dcf0c599f7%27)),state_under_review:(values:!(vied82mjepp))),from:15,includeUnpublished:!f,limit:30,order:desc,sort:_score,types:!(%275d8ce04361cde0408222e9a8%27),unpublished:!f)] 

The publication you are launching today is important to help us victims, and to help States and NGOs to better understand the Convention and its potential. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]In that regard, I take the opportunity to share ideas as to what the Committee should do to help us. I think that the Committee should equip us more to support us in our fight. It is essential that you share with us your knowledge on the Convention, and the role of the Committee, with non State parties so that we can better lobby for ratification. Dear Members of the Committee, please meet with the defenders and the authorities of my country, be it in person or online, to explain to them more about the importance and role of the Committee. Let’s join forces in this task.
In such darkness, in the absence of Justice, forums like the WGEID and CED hold a key position for victims and defenders.I appreciate the work you do for us, Please do keep the flame burning. I earnestly request you to do your level best to help all victims of enforced disappearances. We count on you! 
Thank you very much!!
