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Reply to the list of issues on the EU report to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 

EUD, the European Union of the Deaf, is the only supranational organisation representing deaf sign language users at European level and is one of the few ENGOs representing associations in all 28 EU Member States, including Iceland, Norway, and Switzerland. It is EUD’s aim to achieve equality in public and private life for deaf people all over Europe to ensure they can become full citizens. Its main objectives are the recognition of the right to use an indigenous sign language, empowerment through communication and information, and equality in education and employment. 
As the EU has ratified the CRPD it has also agreed to follow its content. The EU bodies should thus provide accessible information in sign languages (articles 2 and 9), should accept and facilitate the use of sign languages in official interactions and recognise and promote the use of sign languages (article 21). An official recognition of sign languages at EU level is still not accomplished. Even if the recognition of the different sign languages is linked to national competence, the EU should fully commit to the meaning of the CRPD and emphasises the importance of sign language recognition in all EU Member States.
The EU, having ratified the CRPD needs to take a more active and responsible role in ensuring access to information and communication in sign languages, not solely relying on the trend of making sign languages more visible at European level. 
Yours sincerely,

Markku Jokinen 

EUD President
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