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Recommendation to call new elections of Commissioner for Children in Slovakia

The first Commissioner for Children in Slovakia was elected by National Parliament on 2nd December 2015. New Commisioner for Children became Mrs Viera TOMANOVA. She was a member of ruling party SMER, a former minister of Social Affairs and a member of the  Slovak Parliament until the election.
After years of promoting the creation of this office NGOs working in the field of children's rights welcomed it. However, the newly elected commissioner does not fulfill the requirements of non-partisanship and professionalism. There is also a serious doubt about her ability to bring together different actors of society in order to find joint solutions. 
In February 2016 media informed about potential breaching of children’s rights in children’s home in Bratislava that has been managed by daughter of Mrs Tomanova.  Specifically, according to media there are placed 11 children, most of who are under the age of 6 years. According to the Act no. 305/2005 on social and legal protection and social guardianship each child under six years of age should be placed in foster families. Our requests addressed to Mrs Tomanova to explain the situation have not been answered until now. We also submitted a complaint with the request to review the situation to the Office of General Prosecutor of the Slovak republic and the Acreditation Commission of Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR. 
NGOs (including our Coalition) have requested resignation of Mrs Tomanova as she still has not clarified issues linked to this children’s home as well as there has been no single information so far what is the office of Commissioner planning to do including the participation of civil society. 

We recommend to call new elections of Commissioner for Children because we believe that selection of good candidate is fundamental for good start of this office because children’s rights are still infringed in Slovakia in particular the rights of Roma children from marginalized communities, rights of disabled children and rights of children who are at risk of poverty.
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