Annex XXI
Activities under the National Drug Control Master Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk85481085]Since April 2016, the Ministry of Health and Wellness has launched a national drug use prevention campaign, with a team comprising of Nursing Officers and Health Care Assistants. This campaign focuses on several fronts, namely; schoolchildren and non-schoolchildren; communities; workplaces and the public at large. 1,013 awareness sessions in school settings were organized, with 48,417 participants. 6,828 participants were sensitized through 155 drug-related prevention sessions on a range of subjects such as; peer education initiation in schools; forums and rehabilitated drug addicts’ confessions; non-schoolchildren education; and education in youth centres and youth associations. 20,784 participants were embraced in Community Centres through 463 awareness sessions and 17,850 persons at main bus stations and commercial centres, in 9 sessions.

(1) In 2018, the number of sensitisation sessions conducted in schools was 995 reaching out to some 26,663 students while 306 awareness sessions were conducted in the community targeting 11,983 persons. 266 awareness activities were conducted at workplace of the private as well as the public sector and 7637 people were sensitised on drugs and its harmful consequences. Some 13,528 people were sensitised through other activities such as exhibitions.

(2) The Ministry of Education, Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific Research has partnered with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the CIM group to introduce a Drug Use Prevention Programme: UNPLUGGED. “UNPLUGGED” program, is a tested and approved curriculum, based on the comprehensive social influence approach with potential for preventing drug use in the youth “Unplugged” was contextualised to the Mauritian context in May 2018 and validated as “Get Connected”.

(3) A sensitisation session on drug use prevention was held by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime representatives for the Top management of the Ministry of Education as well as the Rectors and Managers of Secondary Schools. A training of trainers’ session was held in July 2018 and included participants from Mauritius Institute of Education, Nursing Officers of the Harm Reduction Unit of Ministry of Health and Wellness, Educational Psychologists and Educational Social Workers from Ministry of Education, Tertiary Education, Science and Technology and Private Secondary Education Authority, as well as trainers from 3 Non-Governmental Organisations namely Dr Idrice Goomany Centre, Centre D’Acceuil de Terre Rouge, Centre de Solidarité pour une Nouvelle Vie.

(4) With a view to empower the youth with the right knowledge about the ill effects of drugs, drug prevention programmes are conducted in educational and training institutions, among out of school youth, including those in closed settings (Correctional Youth Centres and Rehabilitation Youth Centres) through awareness activities, debates, exhibitions, and other activities. Apart from the ongoing awareness sessions to reach the mass of students, the Ministry of Health and Wellness is collaborating with the Ministry of Education, Tertiary Education, Science and Technology to implement a standard prevention programme (Get Connected) since January 2019 targeting the students between 12 and 14 years of age (around 2000 students) in 24 educational institutions in Mauritius.

(5) In 2018, a total of 995 sensitisation sessions have been conducted in schools reaching 26,663 students while 306 awareness sessions were conducted in the community targeting 11,983 persons. 266 awareness activities were conducted at workplace of the private as well as the public sector and 7637 people were sensitised on drugs and its harmful consequences. Some 13,528 people were sensitised through other activities such as exhibitions. Drug prevention activities targeting students are conducted mainly during the first and second semester and include talks, debates, exhibitions, slams and ‘témoignage’ by people who have been using drugs. Several sensitisation sessions have been conducted with Parent Teachers Associations of different secondary educational institutions and a few primary schools.

(6) The Ministry of Youth and Sports has a series of programmes and activities known as Youth Development Programmes targeting young people in Mauritius in order to keep them away from the dangers of drugs through meaningful activities: 

(a) National Youth Civic Service 
The National Youth Civic Service project is a Training Programme designed to enable young people aged 17 years old to 25 years old to practice and exercise citizenship, develop life skills, and enhance their employability and learning outcomes. 
(b) The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award – Mauritius 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is known as the world’s leading youth achievement programme, equipping young people for life. 
(c) National Young Volunteer Scheme 
In line with Government’s Programme 2015-2019, the Ministry of Sport launched a National Young Volunteer Scheme under the appellation Volunteer Mauritius. The programme aims at promoting volunteering spirit among the youth by creating a pool of trained young volunteers to develop shared experience and engage in voluntary actions at local, regional and national levels. 



(d) Life Skills Education Programme 
A comprehensive youth health programme which encompasses physical, mental and interpersonal wellbeing supports youth in making healthy lifestyle choices. Life Skills Education Programme of the Ministry provides young people the opportunities to learn and appreciate themselves, to interact positively with others, set great life goals and take informed decisions pertaining to their sexuality, career, relationships and work life challenges. Sensitisation campaigns against social ills enable our youth to cultivate the necessary skills, attitudes and knowledge to be able to resist negative peer pressure which drives us towards substance abuse, delinquent behaviours and other related problems

(e) Youth Entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurship is a key driver of our economy. Wealth and a high majority of jobs are created by small businesses started by entrepreneurship-minded individuals, many of whom go on to create big businesses. People exposed to entrepreneurship frequently express that they have more opportunities to exercise creative freedoms, higher self-esteem, and an overall greater sense of control over their own lives.

(f) Recreational and leisure among others.
It is important to help young people organize their leisure activities as these offer a number of health, social, environmental and historical benefits. During each School Holiday period- Easter, Winter and Summer- a series of activities including Outings, “Animation régionale”, “Interquartier” activities, camping, “Pédaler en sécurité”, and Street Battle among others, are organised especially for secondary school students.

(g) Carrefour des Jeunes 
The “Carrefour des Jeunes” is a 3-day residential programme for young people where a series of interactive activities like sports, music, arts and theatre are organised. During the camp, youth with the support of resource persons are able to share their feelings on issues affecting them like alcohol and drug addicts. They are helped to be models for their peers in their schools, work place and communities.
(h)  Service d’écoute 
It is observed that young people who are participating in the projects of the Ministry like “Carrefour des Jeunes”, outreach programme and National Youth Civic Service are faced by a number of issues and challenges. Youth Cadres who are involved in these projects are trained to provide the required help and support to these young people.


(i) Artistic pursuit 
Artistic activities are an integral part of youth development. In addition to the many activities organized at regional levels, the following projects have been implemented:  
· Courses in “La Flute” targeting mostly young adolescents  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Zenes Montrer to Talan” – a platform where young people showcase their talents Street battle.
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