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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-seventh session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. I am particularly glad to be here – and to welcome you all – as, despite the current liquidity situation at the United Nations, we have successfully ensured the continuation of all annual sessions of the treaty bodies, thanks to the steadfast support of the High Commissioner. The only regrettable exception was the pre-sessional working groups related to the second annual sessions of the treaty bodies. This is confirmation that the work of Treaty Bodies is of high priority for the United Nations.  
Madam Chair,
It is my pleasure to welcome Mr. Wilson de Almeida Adão, Chair of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.  Today’s signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between your two Committees is very welcome.  OHCHR and the African Union have a long history of cooperation. Since November 2023, this cooperation has been governed by an overarching framework of cooperation known as the AU-UN Joint Framework on Human Rights, signed by the UN Secretary-General and the Chair of the African Union Commission. Our cooperation with the African Union Commission and its organs with a human rights mandate has focused on strengthening the institutional capacity of the AU to deliver on the human rights dimensions of its work. OHCHR has facilitated engagement and collaboration between the UN and AU human rights mechanisms, on the thematic areas of gender equality, development, early warning and prevention, and the protection of human rights in conflict settings. Currently, the AU and UN have constituted a Joint Steering Committee, with a representative of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, that is elaborating an implementation matrix for the AU-UN Joint Framework on Human Rights to define the joint activities that our two organisations will implement in the next 4 years. 

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
This session will also mark a few important milestones, notably the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the  communications procedure (OPIC). In particular, the Committee will hold an open event to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of OPIC, co-hosted by Germany, Slovenia and Child Rights Connect on 12 September. The event will include the participation of child victims and their representatives, as well as States that have had an experience with the OPIC complaints and inquiries mechanisms. I hope that the event, which will be held at the Palais des Nations during the third week of the session and which will coincide with the 57th session of the Human Rights Council, will benefit from the broad participation of the Committee’s partners and relevant stakeholders. 

[bookmark: _Hlk175219484]Madame la Présidente,  
Je note avec satisfaction que les travaux du Comité sur son projet d'observation générale n° 27 sur le droit de l’enfant d’accéder à la justice et à des voies de recours effectives progressent rapidement. Des consultations pour adultes et pour enfants aux niveaux mondial, régional et local ont lieu actuellement dans différentes régions du monde, organisées par diverses parties prenantes. Tous les résultats clés de ces consultations seront soumis par le biais du formulaire en ligne disponible sur la page web du Comité jusqu'au 31 décembre 2024. Le premier projet sera ensuite soumis à une consultation publique l'année prochaine. Une fois de plus, nous exhortons nos partenaires, nos collègues, les autres militants des droits de l'enfant, ainsi que les enfants eux-mêmes, à participer au processus et à partager leur expertise et leurs expériences et remercions l’UNICEF pour son soutien. 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
OHCHR continues to actively support efforts to strengthen the treaty body system, which was the key topic at the 36th Annual Meeting of the Treaty Body Chairpersons in New York in June. The Chairpersons met with the Secretary-General and other senior UN officials, engaged with civil society and had a comprehensive exchange with Member States. The Chairs made marked progress in terms of aligning working methods, and they advocated together for enlarged support for the implementation of the treaty body strengthening process. At a well-attended meeting with Member States, the Chairs called for resources to implement the predictable review schedule and other key strengthening proposals. As the Committee was well represented by your Chair, I trust that the members will be briefed in depth during the present session.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
As you are aware, the Human Rights Council, at its 56th session last month, adopted resolution 56/5 (A/HRC/RES/56/5) establishing an open-ended intergovernmental working group to explore the possibility of elaborating and submitting to the Council a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child explicitly recognizing that the right to education includes early childhood care and education. Furthermore, the proposed draft optional protocol will aim to make public pre-primary education available free to all, beginning with at least one year and public secondary education available free to all, with a view to achieving the right to education. It will also aim to promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating to education.  It is envisaged to have provision considered that would allow for States parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child to incorporate all reporting on their obligations under this optional protocol into their reports submitted under article 44 of the Convention, eliminating the need for an initial or other separate reports. Representatives of the Committee on the Rights of the Child will be invited to attend sessions of the open-ended intergovernmental working group as resource persons. The penholders of this resolution were the Dominican Republic, Luxembourg and Sierra Leone and they had a wide cross-regional sponsorship.

With reference to the Summit of the Future, OHCHR will contribute to the Youth Action Day, which will take place on 20 September in New York.  Together with UNESCO, UNDP and several youth organizations and civil society organisations, OHCHR will co-lead a thematic session focused on Youth and Governance.  Several members of the Youth Advisory Board, which supported OHCHR’s partnership with Education Above All (EAA), as well as the Human Rights 75 Youth Advisory Group, which accompanied the Human Rights 75 initiative, will participate in the Youth Action Day, including as part of a panel focusing on youth participation in national decision-making processes. 

Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les membres, 

Au cours de cette session très chargée, vous examinerez les rapports de six États parties issus de diverses régions du monde : Argentine, Arménie, Bahreïn, Israël, Mexique et Turkménistan. Vous examinerez également - dans le cadre du Protocole Facultatif de la Convention relatif à la  procédure de communication - neuf communications individuelles, déposées contre l'Argentine, le Danemark, la Finlande, la France, l'Espagne et la Suisse, sur les questions suivantes : droits des enfants autochtones, institutionnalisation des enfants et séparation d'avec les parents, déportation des enfants et détermination de l'âge des enfants migrants non accompagnés, ainsi qu'un rapport d'enquête en vertu de l’article 13. 

Comme d'habitude, nous comptons sur votre expertise et votre dévouement pour assurer le respect des droits de l'enfant en tant que droits indivisibles et non négociables qui appartiennent à tous les enfants, sur tous les territoires et à tout moment. 

Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Comité,
Conscient de la charge de travail qui vous attend, permettez-moi de conclure en vous souhaitant à toutes et à tous une session fructueuse et productive, et vous assurer du soutien total de mes collègues et de moi-même durant toute la durée de vos travaux.

Je vous remercie de votre attention.

-------
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