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The incidents reflected in this Thematic Report, including the taking of children as hostages and their subsequent disappearance, occurred in the territories of Azerbaijan occupied by the Republic of Armenia. These territories remained under the effective control and administration of Armenia from the 1990s until 2020[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/165604?ln=ru&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/170257?ln=ru&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/174420?v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/176731?ln=ru&v=pdf
https://president.az/en/pages/view/azerbaijan/karabakh] 

Pursuant to Article 9(a) of the Convention, the Republic of Armenia bears responsibility for these cases of enforced disappearance.
1. About the NGO Submitting the Thematic Report
The International Eurasia Press Fund (IEPF) is an independent international non-governmental organization established in Moscow by a group of journalists from different countries and officially registered in Azerbaijan in 1992. IEPF operates in cooperation with United Nations agencies, the United States Department of State, the European Commission, the World Bank, the International Press Institute, the International Federation of Journalists, embassies accredited to the Republic of Azerbaijan, ministries, state institutions, as well as local and international non-governmental organizations.
The organization’s five main areas of activity are:
· Media and civil society development; 
· Peacebuilding and conflict resolution; 
· Community development; 
· Refugee and internally displaced persons (IDP) issues; 
· Education.
IEPF holds General Consultative Status with the NGO Branch of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It is also a member of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Political-Military Affairs’ Public-Private Partnership Program for Weapons Abatement and Prohibition, the International Press Institute (IPI), and the International Peace Bureau (IPB). In addition, IEPF is among the founding organizations of the Press Council of Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijan National NGO Forum [footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Please see for more information: https://iepf-ngo.org/en/about-us/22] 




[bookmark: _Hlk198887136][bookmark: _Hlk199165153][bookmark: _Hlk199249335]





1.Summary

Despite the provisions of the “Trilateral Statement”[footnoteRef:3] signed on 10 November 2020 by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, and the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, as well as the Agreement on “Establishment of Peace and Inter-State Relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Armenia”[footnoteRef:4], the Republic of Armenia continues to refuse to provide information regarding military personnel, civilians, including children, women, and elderly persons who were taken captive or hostage during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War in the territories it occupied and maintained under its effective control until the end of 2020[footnoteRef:5]. [3:  https://president.az/en/articles/view/45923]  [4:  https://mfa.gov.az/files/Birge%20Beyanname-ABS/Initialed%20Peace%20Agreement%20(EN).pdf]  [5:  Article 9 of the draft “Agreement on the Establishment of Peace and Interstate Relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Armenia,” initialed in the United States on 8 August 2025, is dedicated to clarifying the fate of missing persons. According to the draft agreement, the parties shall undertake measures, either directly or, where appropriate, through cooperation with relevant international organizations, to resolve cases related to missing persons and enforced disappearances resulting from the armed conflict, including through the exchange of all available information concerning such persons. However, following the initialing of the agreement, Armenia has neither provided any relevant information nor initiated any investigation into these cases.] 


The Armed Forces of the Republic of Armenia, in violation of the principles of international humanitarian law and the terms of war, took thousands of people, including civilians, as prisoners of war and hostages. According to official information published on the website of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 2015, the number of Azerbaijani citizens taken hostage or captured and subsequently registered as missing amounted to 4,496 persons[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorny-karabakh-icrc-submits-updated-list-missing-persons] 


According to data as of 1 May 2026 from the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons of Azerbaijan, 4,005 individuals are currently registered as missing as a result of Armenia’s military aggression against Azerbaijan. Of these, 3,999 went missing during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, and 6 during the 44-day Second Nagorno-Karabakh War in 2020. Among the 4,005 missing persons, 3,224 were military personnel and 781 were civilians. Among the civilians, 71 were minors, 287 were women, and 319 were elderly persons.

The 2024 report of the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), which investigates missing persons and mass graves in Azerbaijan, also reflects these figures[footnoteRef:7]. In this regard, the Commission prepared an “Assessment Report on the Registration of Missing Persons in the Republic of Azerbaijan”[footnoteRef:8].  [7:  https://icmp.int/?s=Azerbaijan]  [8:  https://icmp.int/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ICMP-Azerbaijan-Assessment-Report-ENG-1.pdf] 


It should be noted that, at the invitation of the Government of Azerbaijan, the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP)[footnoteRef:9] conducted an assessment mission in Azerbaijan in June 2023. During this mission, interviews were held with representatives of governmental and judicial institutions, civil society organizations, members of the international community, as well as technical and forensic experts. The assessment also took into account exhumation, autopsy, and identification work carried out at mass grave sites discovered in the liberated territories. [9:  https://icmp.int/about-icmp/
] 


Reports prepared by various international institutions, including the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons, have also examined the issue of Azerbaijani nationals taken hostage or captive by Armenia.

In its comprehensive report[footnoteRef:10] entitled “Missing Persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia as a Result of Conflicts in the Regions of Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia,” the Committee of the Council of Europe indicated that the number of missing Azerbaijanis stands at 4,604 persons. [10:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=11642&lang=EN] 


Amid the deepening peace process between Azerbaijan and Armenia, Armenia continues to refrain from providing any information regarding the Azerbaijani citizens it took captive or hostage. At the same time, evidence is being collected indicating that these individuals were subjected to torture, degrading treatment, and in some cases killed. Since the liberation of Azerbaijani territories in 2020, 32 mass grave[footnoteRef:11] sites have been discovered. During the identification of human remains, it has been established that they include Azerbaijani nationals who were previously taken captive or hostage, including children, women, and elderly persons. [11:  https://azertag.az/en/xeber/29_mass_graves_discovered_in_liberated_territories-3794015] 


The present thematic report concerns Azerbaijani children taken hostage and for whom no information has been provided by Armenia.

2. Azerbaijani Children Taken Hostage

According to information published on the official website of the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), 71 children taken hostage by Armenian armed forces are still considered missing[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  https://icmp.int/?s=Azerbaijan] 


In addition, information submitted to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights by the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the United Nations Office and other international organizations, on behalf of the “State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons”[footnoteRef:13], in response to the “Call for information from the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions,” also confirms that among Azerbaijani captives and hostages there are 71 children, and that Armenia has not provided any information regarding their fate[footnoteRef:14]. [13:  http://human.gov.az/  The Azerbaijan's State Commission for Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons has been established in order to release hostages and prisoners of war as a result of the First Nagorno-Karabakh War.]  [14:  https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/executions/cfis/2024-protection-dead-persons/subm-protection-dead-their-sta-azerbaijan.pdf
] 


Some of the children were taken hostage together with their parents. While some parents were later released from captivity, they were unable to obtain any information about the fate of their children. According to testimonies of former prisoners of war, released hostages, and civilian detainees, as well as accounts provided by local individuals of Armenian origin, some of the hostage children were taken to the Republic of Armenia, after which no further information about them became available.

In many cases, parents of these children were subjected to severe torture and killed in front of their children. It is also reported that some children were held in territories of Azerbaijan that were under Armenian control, including the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast. Witness testimonies indicate that some of these children may not have survived and were held under various conditions. However, no subsequent information regarding their fate has been obtained.

Example: During the occupation of Khojaly, Səlimova Tamilə was taken hostage together with her entire family. When Armenian forces attempted to separate her from her minor son, Səlimov Xəzər Səyavuş oğlu, she clung to her child despite being beaten. However, the Armenian forces did not release the child and forcibly dragged both the mother and her son to an unknown destination[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  Source: https://files.preslib.az/projects/conflict/gl4.pdf  ] 


There are several versions regarding the subsequent fate of the children taken hostage; however, the authorities of the Republic of Armenia have not conducted any investigation into these versions and have not responded to requests from the Azerbaijani side.

In the 1990s, certain media outlets reported allegations regarding organ transplantation involving these children. However, the Armenian authorities neither denied these reports nor initiated any investigation.

Example: During the occupation of the Aghdam district, six members of the Aliyev family, including two children and two women, were taken hostage. Without any justification, the Armenians shot and killed Xagani Aliyev’s father-in-law and his eight-year-old son, while his wife, Könül Aliyeva, was shot and left permanently disabled. Most severely, the Armenians reportedly did not provide medical treatment to three-year-old Şövqü Aliyev’s injured arm but instead amputated his upper arm bone together with the surrounding muscle tissue, allegedly for transplantation purposes, leaving the child permanently disabled[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  Source: https://files.preslib.az/projects/conflict/gl4.pdf
  

] 


Note: There are numerous eyewitness testimonies regarding the removal of body organs from hostage children.

· Human remains recovered to date from mass grave sites in liberated territories include the remains of children who were previously taken hostage. This supports the conclusion that these children were subjected to torture and subsequently killed.
· Among the hostages were girls aged between 12 and 18. Although no information has been provided regarding their fate, there are reports suggesting that they were subjected to sexual exploitation and subsequently killed under severe conditions.

Note: There is substantial evidence indicating that female hostages were subjected to sexual slavery and became victims of human trafficking.

While preparing this thematic report, the International Eurasia Press Fund (IEPF) analyzed official information provided by international organizations and the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons. It also conducted interviews with a group of relatives of missing children, obtaining additional information regarding their abduction and subsequent disappearance. IEPF also held discussions with the Public Association “Karabakh Missing Families” and other specialized NGOs.

Below we present a brief overview of 71 children who were taken hostage by the Armenian armed forces during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War and subsequently subjected to enforced disappearance:

Note: The names and details of the children have been repeatedly published in mass media outlets. The legal heirs of the children consent to and do not object to the dissemination of information about them in open sources.

4. List of Children Taken Hostage and Subsequently Registered as Missing After the Occupation of Territories by Armenia (by district)

Children taken hostage during the occupation of Kalbajar on 31 March 1993 in the area known as “Tunel” (and in other areas of Kalbajar district). (There are eyewitness testimonies confirming their captivity)
1. Aygun Guliyeva (Gara) (female) – born in 1990 in Kalbajar. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 and is missing. A 3-year-old resident of Chorman village in Kalbajar district, Aygun Quliyeva (Qara) was taken hostage together with her elder sister and four brothers and held in the occupied village of Vang. After 11 days, Aygun was handed over to an Armenian woman. Her fate remains unknown to this day. One of the eyewitnesses to this incident is Ramil Huseynov, who was 14 years old at the time of his capture. He was born on 25 December 1979 in Kilsali village of Kalbajar district and was later released from captivity, providing testimony as an eyewitness[footnoteRef:17].  [17:  Source: Presidential Library https://files.preslib.az/projects/conflict/gl4.pdf.  ] 

2. Vasila Alishova (Jafar) (female) – born in 1976 in Lachin. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 at the age of 17. During the occupation of Kalbajar district[footnoteRef:18] on 31 March 1993, several families forming a group were traveling in UAZ-469, GAZ-52, and KAMAZ vehicles when they were surrounded by Armenian forces at the location known as “Tunel.” Approximately 60 people were taken hostage. The men were shot, and Vasila Alishova, together with two other women, was taken hostage. According to eyewitness testimonies, she was subjected to severe torture and abuse. Her subsequent fate remains unknown[footnoteRef:19].  [18:  http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/822(1993) ]  [19:  Again, the same source.] 

3. Mazahir Guliyev (Gara) (male) – born in 1983 in Kalbajar. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 at the age of 10. He was captured together with his brother Yashar Quliyev and sister Aygun Quliyeva at the “Tunel” area of Kalbajar district. 
4. Yashar Guliyev (Gara) (male) – born in 1981 in Kalbajar. Taken hostage at the age of 12 on 31 March 1993. He was captured together with his sister and brother at the “Tunel” area of Kalbajar district. 
5. Fariz Zeynalov (Davud) (male) – born in 1984 in Kalbajar. Taken hostage at the age of 9 at the “Tunel” area of Kalbajar district together with his siblings. 
6. Shahnaz Guliyeva (Muhammad) (female) – born in 1981 in Kalbajar. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 in the “Tunel” area. 
7. Khayal Bandaliyev (Elbrus) (male) – born in 1986 in Kalbajar. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 and is missing. 
8. Tural Aliyev (Nadir) (male) – born in 1982 in Lachin. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 and is missing. 
9. Taleh Mamishov (Alasgar) (male) – born on 06 June 1985 in Gunashli village, Kalbajar district. Taken hostage on 31 March 1993 in Qamishli village (area known as “Tunel”) and is missing. 
10. Mazahir Taghiyev (Hasan) (male) – born on 01 June 1976 in Dalqilincali village, Kalbajar district. Taken hostage on 02 April 1993 in Kalbajar district, in the Qamishli village area (near the bridge) and is missing.
11. Zovgiyya Ahmadova (Binnat) (female) – born in 1981 (exact date unknown) in Bashlibel village, Kalbajar district. Taken hostage on 18 April 1993 in Bashlibel village, Kalbajar district. In 2022, her remains were discovered in one of the mass grave sites. Following identification, the remains were handed over to her close relatives and were subsequently buried in Bashlibel village, Kalbajar district. 
12. Shamama Dadasheva (Lalakishi) (female) – born on 1 June 1978 in Zar village, Kalbajar district. Taken hostage on 2 April 1993 in Lev village, Kalbajar district and is missing. 
Children taken hostage during the occupation of Khojaly. Their captivity has been confirmed by eyewitness testimonies.
13. Nusrat Jafarov (Anar, Fazil) (male) – born in 1975 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
14. Samir Jafarov (Tajir) (male) – born in 1988 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
15. Sabuhi Aliyev (Jahangir) (male) – born in 1981 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
16. Salim Aliyev (Jahangir) (male) – born in 1987 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
17. Makhsar Huseynov (Elkhan) (male) – born in 1992 in Khojaly (3 months old at the time). Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
18. Rajab Huseynov (Elkhan) (male) – born in 1987 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
19. Sabina Huseynova (Elkhan) (female) – born in 1988 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
20. Nasiba Huseynova (Huseyn) (female) – born in 1982 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
21. Mohlat Mammadov (Mammad) (male) – born in 1976 in Goycha (present-day Armenia). Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
22. Mahir Allahverdiyev (Novruz) (male) – born in 1975 in Khojaly. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
23. Chingiz Abishov (Nazim) (male) – born on 26 January 1986 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
24. Chinara Abishova (Nazim) (female) – born on 24 June 1982 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly and remains missing. 
25. Nabi Aghayarov (Isa) (male) – born on 12 September 1981 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest (near Abdal-Gulabli cemetery area) and remains missing. 
26. Roman Aghayarov (Isa) (male) – born on 6 June 1986 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
27. Sevinj Aghayarova (Isa) (female) – born on 6 February 1985 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
28. Allahverdi Agayev (Vusal Sattar) (male) – born on 22 January 1982 in Quzanli village, Aghdam district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest (between Khojaly and Aghdam) and remains missing. 
29. Elnara Aslanova (Tofig) (female) – born on 1 June 1978 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
30. Natavan Bayramova (Panah) (female) – born on 22 June 1988 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
31. Elgiz Aliyev (Firdovsi) (male) – born on 1 January 1984 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
32. Elchin Aliyev (Firdovsi) (male) – born on 1 June 1982 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
33. Latafat Hasanova (Hasan) (female) – born on 1 January 1976 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Dahrz village and remains missing. 
34. Simuzar Humbatova (Jalil) (female) – born on 18 December 1976 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
35. Emin Huseynov (Aleksandr) (male) – born on 26 February 1975 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
36. Atraba Huseynova (Jabrail) (female) – born on 1 June 1978 in Sarvan village, Azizbekov district, Armenian SSR. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
37. Jeyhun Mammadov (Vaqif) (male) – born on 1 June 1975 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
38. Sohbat Mammadov (Mammad) (male) – born on 1 June 1975 in Vardenis (Basarkechar), Armenian SSR. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly district and remains missing. 
39. Javan Orujov (Xaqani Canan) (male) – born on 13 May 1976 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Nakhchivanli village and remains missing. 
40. Rasmiyya Gasimova (Agha) (female) – born on 1 June 1981 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly district and remains missing. 
41. Emil Gambarov (Safar) (male) – born on 1 June 1987 in Khankendi district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 
42. Esmira Gambarova (Safar) (female) – born on 1 June 1985 in Khankendi district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly district and remains missing. 
43. Mikayil Quliyev (Zahid) (male) – born on 16 November 1975 in Lachin district, Khachinali village. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 between Khojaly and Aghdam districts and remains missing. 
44. Shukur Guliyev (Garyagdi) (male) – born on 6 April 1985 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
45. Nuranah Guliyeva (Garyagdi) (female) – born on 13 September 1981 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
46. Ravana Guliyeva (Garyagdi) (female) – born on 18 July 1979 in Khojaly district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Ketik forest and remains missing. 
47. Guldanah Valiyeva (Zakir) (female) – born on 12 June 1989 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly district and remains missing. 
48. Bahram Allahverdiyev (Hidayat) (male) – born in 1977 in Qaraqoyun village, Vardenis district, Armenian SSR. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly district and remains missing. 
49. Natavan Orujova (Nabi) (female) – born on 1 June 1989 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 26 February 1992 in Khojaly districtand remains missing. 

Children taken as hostage in Shusha district
50. Rafig Mammadov (Volodya) (male) – born on 19 November 1981 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 8 May 1992 in Shusha district and remains missing. 
51. Vidadi Mammadov (Volodya) (male) – born on 10 June 1984 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 8 May 1992 in Shusha district and remains missing. 
52. Sadagat Mammadova (Volodya) (female) – born on 8 July 1986 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 8 May 1992 in Shusha district and remains missing. 
53. Samira Mammadova (Volodya) (female) – born on 29 June 1988 in Shusha district. Taken hostage on 8 May 1992 in Shusha district and remains missing. 

Children taken as hostage in Khojavend district
54. Ugur Dadasov (Eldar) (male) – born on 2 May 1975 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district. Taken hostage on 17 February 1992 in Khojavend. His remains were later discovered in a mass grave in the liberated territories. On 7 June 2024, they were identified and handed over to his relatives, and he was buried in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district on 12 July 2024. 
55. Khalig Aliyev (Maharram) (male) – born on 1 August 1975 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district. Taken hostage on 17 February 1992 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district and remains missing. 
56. Abulfat Huseynov (Mehman) (male) – born on 1 July 1975 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district. Taken hostage on 17 February 1992 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district and remains missing. 
57. Ibish Huseynov (Habib) (male) – born on 16 June 1977 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district. Taken hostage on 17 February 1992 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district and remains missing. 
58. Niftali Huseynov (Bakir) (male) – born on 1 June 1975 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district. Taken hostage on 17 February 1992 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district and remains missing. 
59. Aftandil Nagiyev (Xanlar) (male) – born on 22 August 1977 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district. Taken hostage on 17 February 1992 in Qaradaghli village, Khojavend district and remains missing. 

Children taken as hostage in Aghdara district
60.  Jarchiyev Jahid (Zahid) (male) – born in 1991 in the village of Bash Guneypaya, Aghdara district. Taken hostage on 12 March 1992 in Bash Guneypaya village, Aghdara district, and remains missing. 

Children taken as hostage in Aghdam district

61. Aghayev Aftandil (Shirali) (male) – born on 05 June 1977 in Seyidli village, Aghdam district. Taken hostage on 15 August 1993 in the city of Qubadli and remains missing.


Children taken as hostage in Fuzuli district
62. Guliyeva Jeyhuna (Mehdigulu) (female) – born on 01 June 1987 in Niyazqullar village, Jabrayil district. Taken hostage on 23 October 1993 in Horadiz settlement, Fuzuli district, and remains missing.
63. Rahimov Vagif (Sadri) (male) – born on 01 June 1980 in Orta Mughan village, Saatli district. Taken hostage on 23 October 1993 in Horadiz settlement, Fuzuli district, and remains missing.
64. Tahirov Hussein (Zakir) (male) – born on 22 April 1975 in Yukhari Veysalli village, Fuzuli district. Taken hostage on 22 February 1992 in Yukhari Veysalli village, Fuzuli district, and remains missing.

Children taken as hostage in Qubadli district
65. Majnunova Gulafa (Izzat) (female) – born in 1978 in Qubadli district. Taken hostage in 1993 in Qubadli district and remains missing.
66. Majnunova Sakina (Izzat) (female) – born in 1982 in Qubadli district. Taken hostage in 1993 in Qubadli district and remains missing.
67. Gafarov Ikhtiyar (Mashallah) (male) – born on 29 January 1991 in Aghali Mollu village, Qubadli district. Taken hostage on 30 August 1993 in Aghali Mollu village, Qubadli district, and remains missing.

Children taken as hostage in Zangilan district

68. Rahimov Vagif (Sadri) (male) – born in 1980 in Saatli district. Taken hostage in 1993 in Zangilan district and remains missing.

Children taken as hostage in Jabrayil district
69. Guliyev Ceyhun (Mehdigulu) (male) – born on 01 June 1981 in Niyazqullar village, Jabrayil district. Taken hostage on 23 October 1993 in Horadiz settlement, Fuzuli district, and remains missing.
70. Guliyev Khurram (Mehdigulu) (male) – born on 01 June 1983 in Niyazqullar village, Jabrayil district. Taken hostage on 23 October 1993 in Horadiz settlement, Fuzuli district, and remains missing.
71. Isgandarov Rasim (Yolchu) (male) – born on 26 July 1976 in Boyuk Marjanli village, Jabrayil district. Taken hostage on 23 October 1993 in the area between Gazakhlar and Ahmadalilar villages near the Araz River, and remains missing.

The likelihood that the majority of the abducted children are still alive is extremely low. The remains of some of them have already been identified in mass graves discovered in liberated territories. Most children were abducted together with their parents or other family members. In many cases, children were forcibly separated from their parents and taken to unknown locations, after which their fate remains unknown. It has also been established that some skeletal remains recovered from mass graves lack certain bones, raising concerns regarding possible removal of body parts. This may indicate unlawful handling of remains, including possible organ or tissue removal. However, the full fate of the children remains unknown, and, as noted in the report, the Government of Armenia has not provided relevant information. This demonstrates non-compliance with its obligations under international law, including the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

3. Violations of International Law by the Republic of Armenia

The State of the Republic of Armenia has violated Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, as well as the Third and Fourth Geneva Conventions, and Articles 7 and 8 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court:

3.1. As noted above, the abduction of children and their subsequent enforced disappearance took place in the territories of Azerbaijan that were occupied by the Republic of Armenia. These territories were under Armenia’s effective control and administration (jurisdiction) from the 1990s until 2020. Pursuant to Article 9(a) of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Republic of Armenia bears responsibility for these acts.

3.2. The abduction of Azerbaijani military personnel, civilians, including children and women, occurred prior to the ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance by Armenia (before 2011). Nevertheless, several international organizations have documented that a significant number of detainees and hostages were seen alive in Armenia and in the formerly occupied territories of Azerbaijan. Some of them also maintained correspondence with their families through the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). However, no subsequent information has been provided regarding their fate. Given that Article 8(b) of the Convention provides that, considering the continuing nature of the crime of enforced disappearance, it is deemed ongoing until the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person are clarified, the lack of information regarding the fate of detainees indicates that the situation remains unresolved. Since no investigation has been initiated by the Armenian side, the responsibility of the State continues, and the crime is ongoing in nature.

3.3. Armed forces of Armenia, as well as other individuals serving in the regular armed formations of Armenia (including persons of Armenian origin residing in the occupied territories), committed war crimes and crimes against humanity by abducting civilians, including children, women, and elderly persons. The victims were subjected to severe torture, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment, sexual violence, and alleged cases of organ trafficking and human trafficking. Under Article 5 of the Convention: “The widespread or systematic practice of enforced disappearance constitutes a crime against humanity as defined in applicable international law and shall attract the consequences provided for under such applicable international law.” Despite this, the Republic of Armenia has neither prosecuted those responsible nor provided any information to the families of the disappeared persons or to the Azerbaijani side regarding their fate or whereabouts.

3.4. The Republic of Armenia has also violated the provisions of the Third[footnoteRef:20] and Fourth[footnoteRef:21] Geneva Conventions. By its decision of 29 December 2022, Armenia ratified the Rome Statute[footnoteRef:22] of the International Criminal Court and accepted the declaration recognizing the Court’s jurisdiction retroactively from 10 May 2021. The abduction of military personnel and civilians, including children, women, and elderly persons by Armenian armed forces and individuals serving within regular Armenian military formations, as well as their torture, inhuman treatment, sexual violence, and extrajudicial killings, fall within the scope of crimes against humanity and war crimes as defined in Articles 7 and 8 of the Rome Statute. The authorities of Armenia are in possession of sufficient information regarding the identities and military units involved in the abduction of Azerbaijani children subjected to enforced disappearance. However, Armenia has failed to initiate investigations into violations of Articles 7 and 8 of the Rome Statute, as well as relevant provisions of the Geneva Conventions to which it is a party. [20:  https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciii-1949]  [21:   https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-1949]  [22:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/rome-statute-international-criminal-court

] 


4. Proposals and Recommendations for Members of the Committee

· The International Eurasia Press Fund (IEPF) respectfully requests that the members of the Committee include in their Concluding Observations a demand that the Republic of Armenia provide information regarding the fate of children abducted and currently considered missing as a result of the First Nagorno-Karabakh War. The families and legal heirs of these children continue to seek information about their whereabouts, and the provision of such information would help alleviate their ongoing suffering.

· The Republic of Armenia should also submit to the relevant authorities of Azerbaijan the maps and locations of mass grave sites where individuals taken hostage and subsequently killed were buried.

· Furthermore, the State of Armenia should take all necessary legal and institutional measures—either through its domestic judicial mechanisms or through the International Criminal Court, of which it is a member—to ensure the prosecution of individuals responsible for crimes against humanity committed against Azerbaijani prisoners of war, hostages, and abducted children.
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