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[bookmark: _Toc92102721][bookmark: _Toc92103690][bookmark: _Hlk59610164][bookmark: _Toc354402755][bookmark: _Toc518998911]ABOUT THE SUBMITTING ORGANIZATIONS
Asia-Pacific Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses (APAJW) is a general incorporated association registered in Japan with membership in Australia, Fiji, Guam, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Tahiti, Taiwan and Thailand.
The European Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses (EAJW) is a charity registered in the United Kingdom (No. 1085157) with membership throughout the member States of the Council of Europe.
These Associations work together to promote the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in various parts of the world, particularly when Jehovah’s Witnesses face violations of such rights. This submission is prepared and submitted jointly.


	[bookmark: _Toc92102722][bookmark: _Toc92103691][bookmark: _Hlk197941676]SUMMARY OF THE SUBMISSION
This submission to the Human Rights Committee (CCPR) on Viet Nam highlights violations of the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights subsequent to the adoption of the list of issues to be taken up in connection with the consideration of the fourth periodic report of Viet Nam.
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Viet Nam and as a worldwide organization respectfully request the Government of Viet Nam to:
(1) Grant national registration to Jehovah’s Witnesses under the 2018 Law on Belief and Religion;
(2) Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to import Bible study publications, to continue to have stable activities in active groups, and to rent safe and suitable places for congregation religious activities and larger religious events;
(3) Direct central, provincial and local authorities, through the Ministry of Ethnic and Religious Affairs (MERA), to grant recognition certificates to groups that have complied with existing regulations and submitted an application, and to allow them to peacefully manifest their religious beliefs without interference;
(4) Provide exemption from military service or a genuine alternative civilian service of a non-punitive nature, conforming to international standards, for religiously motivated conscientious objectors;
(5) Abide by its commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of Viet Nam and international instruments such as the Covenant for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.


I. [bookmark: _Toc92102723][bookmark: _Toc92103692]INTRODUCTION
1. Jehovah’s Witnesses have been present in Viet Nam for almost 90 years. Approximately 3,900 believers are active in 29 provinces and cities throughout the country. Despite the Witnesses not having religious status nationally, municipal officials have accorded recognition to them in some regions.
2. For some 20 years, Jehovah’s Witnesses have made efforts to obtain legal status in Viet Nam, but they do not yet have national registration. The Law on Belief and Religion came into force on 1 January 2018, and the Witnesses are collaborating closely with the authorities to attain formal registration. Under the provisions of the legislation, registration of a religion proceeds in two stages: (1) registration of religious activities and (2) registration for legal recognition a minimum of five years after gaining approval for religious activities.
II. [bookmark: _Toc92095352][bookmark: _Toc92100360][bookmark: _Toc92103693][bookmark: _Hlk92098087]VIOLATIONS OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE COVENANT
3. This submission highlights limitations of the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; the right of religious minorities to profess and practise their own religion; and the right to conscientious objection to military service (articles 18, 19, 26 and 27 of the Covenant, particularly as construed by the CCPR in General Comment No. 22, CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.4, 27 September 1993).
A. Recognition as a Religion
4. Since 2005, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Viet Nam have been working to register their local meeting places and to gain national recognition. As of April 2025, some 48 places of worship in 17 cities and provinces have been successfully registered and received a recognition certificate. Adherents worshipping with these groups are grateful that their places of worship have been recognized and that they can meet peacefully. The remaining 15 cities and provinces have not yet accorded official recognition to Jehovah’s Witnesses. Further efforts are in progress to obtain registration in An Giang, Bắc Giang, Bắc Ninh, Bình Thuận, Đăk Lăk, Điện Biên, Nghệ An, Huế, Sóc Trăng, Thái Bình, Thanh Hóa and Vĩnh Phúc.
5. In November 2017, representatives of Jehovah’s Witnesses were invited to the Office of the Government Committee of Religious Affairs (GCRA) to discuss the procedure and documentation required to apply for national registration of their religious activities. On 12 June 2018, following multiple exchanges and consultations with the authorities, the Witnesses officially submitted documents for the first step of the registration process (registration of religious activities). To date, they have received no written response from the GCRA. Nevertheless, Jehovah’s Witnesses are appreciative that, to some extent, the GCRA continues to assist them to conduct their peaceful religious activities at a local level and to hold larger religious gatherings.
6. Because Jehovah’s Witnesses are not legally recognized, they are not permitted to import Bibles and religious literature for personal use and for religious worship. Furthermore, they are not able to purchase property for houses of worship.
B. Interference with Religious Activities
7. Jehovah’s Witnesses experience difficulties in carrying out peaceful religious activities in several places, including An Giang, Bắc Giang, Bình Thuận, Điện Biên, Huế and Sóc Trăng. This issue has been raised with the GCRA.
8. By way of examples, in Bắc Giang Province, in the north of Viet Nam, the local authorities have disrupted peaceful religious meetings on several occasions. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Điện Biên (in the north of Viet Nam); in Huế and Nghệ An (in central Viet Nam); and in An Giang, Bình Thuận and Sóc Trăng (in the south of Viet Nam) can only meet for worship in small groups via videoconferencing.
9. The Representative Committee of Jehovah’s Witnesses Viet Nam (the Representative Committee) continually seeks opportunities for dialogue with government authorities in these provinces, in order to provide information about their peaceful religious activities and to resolve misunderstandings. The Witnesses are grateful that the GCRA has helped to arrange meetings with the Committee for Religious Affairs in several provinces, including An Giang, Bình Thuận, Điện Biên, Hải Dương, Khánh Hòa, Nghệ An and Thanh Hóa. This has enabled the Representative Committee to resolve some of the difficulties.
10. However, in these cities and provinces, the local authorities have either not provided specific direction to enable successful registration applications or have demanded additional documents that are not legally required. Some local authorities have not responded to requests by the local Witnesses to provide information needed to meet legal requirements.
11. The Representative Committee also reports that some local authorities refuse to meet either with them or with local representatives, ostensibly because Jehovah’s Witnesses do not yet have national legal recognition. The resulting lack of open communication exacerbates barriers to peaceful religious activity by local believers.
C. Peaceful Public Manifestation of Religious Beliefs
12. Public discussion of religious faith is not allowed in Viet Nam, despite being guaranteed under articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant. When local residents report Jehovah’s Witnesses for peacefully sharing their beliefs, the authorities frequently arrest the Witnesses and take them to a police station for questioning, which usually lasts up to two hours. The Witnesses explain that they are simply sharing a comforting message of hope with others who wish to converse and are not proselytizing. In all cases to date, they have then been released.
D. Denial of Right to Conscientious Objection to Military Service
13. During the reporting period, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses conscientiously objected to military service based on his personal religious convictions, as protected by article 18 of the Covenant in the light of General Comment No. 22. To date, the young Witness has not been prosecuted, though he fears that such action might follow.
III. [bookmark: _Toc92102725][bookmark: _Toc92103694]CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
14. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Viet Nam and as a worldwide organization express concern at the lack of national registration and consequent obstacles to local recognition for places of worship. They respectfully request the Government of Viet Nam to take the necessary steps to:
(1) Grant national registration to Jehovah’s Witnesses under the 2018 Law on Belief and Religion;
(2) Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to import Bible study publications, to continue to have stable activities in active groups, and to rent safe and suitable places for congregation religious activities and larger religious events;
(3) Direct central, provincial and local authorities, through the MERA, to grant recognition certificates to groups that have complied with existing regulations and submitted an application, and to allow them to peacefully manifest their religious beliefs without interference;
(4) Provide exemption from military service or a genuine alternative civilian service of a non-punitive nature, conforming to international standards, for religiously motivated conscientious objectors;
(5) Abide by its commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of Viet Nam and international instruments such as the Covenant for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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