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Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to declare open the seventy-fifth session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and to welcome you all here today. 
2024 is a critical year for human rights, and for the work of this Committee in particular.  Despite the numerous challenges we are facing, we must build on the progress achieved in 2023, including following the SDG Summit held in September 2023 and throughout the UDHR@75 yearlong campaign, during which many pledges were made to strengthen the realization of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCRs) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
This Committee has already clearly outlined the important role of the Covenant in facilitating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and its pledge to Leave No One Behind. Now, as States discuss the acceleration of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and prepare for the Summit of the Future and the resulting Pact for the Future (of which the zero draft was presented on 29 January), it is clear that guidance emanating from this Committee is crucial.
We are at a moment of extraordinary crisis. Progress on human rights and the SDGs is in grave danger. The number of people living in severe poverty has risen, for the first time in a generation. Inequalities are more deepening and widening than ever. Our planet is suffering from the triple planetary crisis and facing an alarming level of climate emergency. The current economic system requires a profound transformation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk158126682]Last year, the High Commissioner launched the vision of a Human Rights Economy. A human rights economy aims to firmly anchor budgets, taxation and other aspects of economic and social policy making in human rights norms and standards. It recognizes economic, social and cultural rights for what they are - part of the legal framework and obligations, not mere aspirations. It acknowledges that economic growth on its own, especially within the current economic system, will not redress existing structural injustices – including gender and racial discrimination – or fulfil people’s rights nor save the planet. The human rights economy calls for a new concept, new metrics, based on human rights values and norms to achieve the progress of our society that we want. It calls for strengthened data collection and analysis to make existing patterns of discrimination visible.
Ensuring that the economy is delivering for the people and their rights is not only essential to accelerate progress on the 2030 Agenda and realise economic social and cultural rights and the right to development, but also critical to curb the growing mistrust in public institutions, the rise of extremism and the resulting political instability and violence fuelled by the concentration of resources and powers in the hands of a few.

The human rights economy is gaining growing support among Member States. It was acknowledged for the first time in a Human Rights Council resolution last year and it informed one the four thematic high-level round tables at the HR75 commemorations. It will be one of the strategic directions in the new Office Management Plan guiding OHCHR work in the next four years.
[bookmark: _Hlk158127465]
As many of you know, the High Commissioner presented his vision to expand the work of the Office on economic, social and cultural rights to the Human Rights Council last September. His vision and priority areas, including reinforcing its support to State’s efforts to address the structural inequalities, were fully supported by all Member States. Accordingly, the Office is stepping up its capacity to provide context-specific and tailored technical assistance to States, UN country teams and other stakeholders to promote that economic and social decision making and development plans and strategies are guided by international human rights norms, including recommendations by your Committee and the investment of States’ maximum available resources in economic, social and cultural rights. This includes advising on macro-economic and fiscal policies, incorporating the Covenant rights in domestic legal order, and anchoring economic and social policies in the States’ obligations under the Covenant. In this regard, we look forward to a close collaboration between the Office and your Committee.
Part of our work has consisted in initiating over 70 seeding change projects through our in-country and regional presences. These projects cover a wide range of ESCRs and SDGs, often with a spotlight on disadvantaged groups and looking at economic policy solutions anchored in States’ human rights obligations. 
The Committee’s recommendations have often proved to be key entry-points for our country engagement, to open space for technical cooperation and catalyse opportunities for change. 
For example: 
· In Cameroon, drawing on the Committee’s findings and recommendations from 2019, the office has worked with the Government to conduct an in-depth analysis on how to expand the budget for the right to health, with a focus on sexual and reproductive health rights in two poor regions of the country, and integrate these findings in the country development strategy. 
· In Timor Leste, working with ILO, we have analysed the barriers to social security for women informal workers in domestic work, the agricultural sector and market sellers, completed by a budgetary analysis of allocations to and expenditures on social security (2018-2022).
· In Jordan, the Office has worked with the Jordan Economic and Social Council on a policy brief outlining options for repositioning of public expenditure and increased investment in economic, social and cultural rights. 
· In Mauritius, Namibia and South Africa, we have looked at how the existing and available socio-economic data in those countries can be used and leveraged for monitoring implementation of the Covenant and of the Committee’s Concluding Observations.
· In Zambia, we are helping to assess the extent to which the State is progressing towards the realization of the rights to food and education and integrating them in the country’s legal, policy and administrative systems.

Distinguished Members,

The UN Secretary-General has called, repeatedly, for a fundamental overhaul of our dated and unjust international financial system. Infusing the values and protection provided by human rights into this overhaul is critical to achieve a human rights economy. 
	A recent Human Rights Council inter-sessional meeting on human rights and the reforms of the international financial architecture held on 18 January showed growing support towards placing human rights at the heart of the international financial, debt and tax architecture to secure the maximum available resources to invest in economic, social and cultural rights.
Concretely, what does this require? We need a massive scaling up of resources available for developing countries to invest in human rights; a transformation of the IFIs economic paradigm and an end to ‘conditionalities’ in their loans and projects that disregard and undermine a State’s ability to meet its human rights obligations; we need an update of IFIs policy and practice to consider human rights and inequality impacts before and after financial operations, loans and investments; we need to tackle the high cost of debt and a more effective process for restructuring unsustainable sovereign debt, taking into account States’ international human rights obligations. 
And finally, we need reform of the global tax rules that tackle rampant global tax abuse to increase the resources governments can mobilize domestically including by ensuring that multinational corporations and the superrich pay their fair share of taxes.
As we head towards the Summit of the Future, we hope the Committee will join our advocacy in grounding the reforms of the international financial system in human rights.
As this Committee has clearly underlined, the 2030 Agenda is a human rights agenda, and human rights need to be integrated in development strategies, policies and programs. Recommendations from the Human Rights Mechanisms, and from this committee in particular, play a key role in reminding States and stakeholders of this. You may recall that the UN Development System  launched six transitions in the aftermath of the SDG Summit,[footnoteRef:1]  which are in direct link with articles of the Covenant. They include food systems transformation, social protection and jobs, education, energy access and affordability and climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.  [1:  https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/Six%20Transitions%20English.pdf] 

In the coming years, UN country teams will focus their support to countries on these transformative entry points and maximise their catalytic and multiplier effects across the SDGs. We will make it a priority to highlight the wealth of human rights analysis and recommendations from the human rights mechanisms that speak to the six transitions, while ensuring that these are adequately integrated in UN country analyses and sustainable development cooperation frameworks.  
[bookmark: _Hlk158027460] 	



Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
The Office of the High Commissioner continues to support the strengthening of the treaty bodies. 

An update on the process will be provided separately. Yet, the budgetary constraints coupled with a prolonged liquidity crisis that we are facing will have an adverse impact on the proper functioning of the treaty bodies. The urgency for States to provide the essential resources needed to overcome these challenges was underscored by the High Commissioner at the informal briefing for States in November, when he stressed that the Office has reached a point where it has to align its deliverables with existing capacity.

Looking ahead to 2024, our shared strategic goal is to mobilize support from States for the strengthening and further harmonization of the work of the treaty bodies. Decisions taken by States this year on the main pillars of the treaty body strengthening process will determine the future trajectory of the treaty body system. This process will culminate in the adoption of the biennial resolution of the General Assembly in December 2024, hopefully with a robust budget.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
I wish to inform you that effective from 22 January 2024, the United Nations Office at Geneva has ceased servicing all hybrid or virtual meetings on any platform, system, or tool. This affects all meetings serviced by UNOG.  We regret that no other treaty body meetings will henceforth be serviced in hybrid mode.
We realize how disruptive the sudden announcement has been for your work, and would like to thank you for your understanding. You will no doubt be discussing how best to pursue your work within these constraints. 
I am aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next three weeks, including notably constructive dialogues with six States parties and considerable other work. I therefore conclude by wishing you a successful and productive session.

Thank you. 
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