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Since submitting our information on corporal punishment of children in the UK (April 2008), the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women has examined the fifth/sixth state party report from the UK Government. In its concluding observations, the Committee noted its concern at the legality of corporal punishment in the home and recommended that the UK “include in its legislation the prohibition of corporal punishment of children in the home” (18 July 2008, Part of A/63/38, Concluding observations on fifth/sixth report, paras. 280 and 281).

Shortly afterwards, in October 2008, the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Mr Thomas Hammarberg, published a memorandum on his earlier visits to the UK in which he strongly criticised laws which allow “reasonable punishment” and “justifiable assault”, and said that the Government’s statement that it does not condone smacking “lacks credibility”. The Commissioner called for the removal of these defences from law (9 October 2008, CommDH(2008)28, Strasbourg). In response, the UK Government objected to the term violence for the level of physical punishment for which the defences of reasonable punishment / justifiable assault are available, and emphasised its opposition to prohibition of all physical punishment (annex to the memorandum).
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