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Talking Points on OHCHR activities


· Thank you Chair and to the Committee for this opportunity to brief you on OHCHR’s ongoing work on the rights of the child. 
· As was noted in the opening remarks, on the 1st of March OHCHR organized the Human Rights Council’s annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child, which focused on the Sustainable Development Goals. This year the discussion benefitted from the involvement of Executive Director Henrietta Fore on behalf of UNICEF, and included a valuable reflection on behalf of this Committee about the priorities to strengthen follow up on the SDGs in accordance with the rights of the child. 
· Children themselves took a strong role throughout the event including as panellists. The morning discussion was an intergenerational panel on building back from the pandemic with children’s rights upfront, and the afternoon focused on the gaps and barriers affecting children which require follow up to deliver on the SDGs in this final Decade of Action. 
· The meeting outcomes are being conveyed via a summary report to related processes of the General Assembly, including the upcoming report of the Secretary-General and GA resolution, which will also address children and the SDGs. 
· OHCHR recently submitted its annual child rights input to the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, which focused on “sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic”. The report included reflections from children themselves, following a consultation involving focus groups and other forms of engagement with 449 children in 25 countries, organized in partnership with the Child Rights Connect network. 
· The report includes reflections from children on their situation and on building back, and highlights how the Covid-19 pandemic is proving to be a child rights crisis with devastating consequences, which are deeply affected children, especially those who are the most marginalized and discriminated against. 
· The report identifies emerging good practices, and notes how placing the rights and best interests of children at the heart of decisions and actions to build back is fundamental to achieve transformative, sustainable development, particularly by preventing cycles of inequality and deprivation from repeating across generations.
· In taking forward the related agenda of youth rights, the Office recently organized an online Intersessional Seminar on Youth and Human Rights, which benefitted from the active engagement of young people and youth organizations. The discussion resulted in a number of recommendations to advance the youth agenda at international level: for example, by establishing an HRC Forum on Youth and a Special Procedure mandate; by elaborating an International Convention on Youth Rights and by continuing to focus on youth at the Human Rights Council.
· In June, at the 47th Session of the Council, OHCHR will also organize a panel discussion on youth in the context of promoting human rights through sport and the Olympic ideal.
· OHCHR is advancing in its work on the 2022 annual day and resolution of the Council addressing the rights of the child and family reunification, which will also be the topic of the High Commissioner’s next child rights report to the Council.
· The topic will encompass challenges to children’s rights in the context of migration, conflict, and a number of other areas. Given the potential complexity and scope of the theme OHCHR is working closely with member States, UNICEF and civil society to help shape a strategic approach, and will convene a meeting of advisors in the coming weeks at which the participation of the Committee would be very much appreciated. 
· We look forward to continuing to work closely with the Committee and its members in implementing OHCHR’s various ongoing child rights activities, and thank you again for the opportunity to provide an update.

