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I thank the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the opportunity to speak to you today. This meeting is a constant and consistent reminder to all of us that over thirteen years after the universal ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in spite of some great strides achieved in realizing disabled people’s rights, a lot remains to be done if persons with disabilities are to enjoy their rights on equal basis with others.

As others speakers have articulated on recent initiatives of and by the UN System and Member States to empower persons with disabilities, I would like to speak on what civil society, specifically, what my own organization has so far done to empower Persons with Disabilities.

Rehabilitation International is one of the oldest organizations active in advocating the rights of people with disabilities. It will soon be celebrating her 100th birthday. Our organization took recently a new dimension by launching at the beginning of this year, what we call the Global Disability Development Fund (GDDF) and our Africa Fund (AF) aimed to provide financial support to jumpstart initiatives for the empowerment of grassroots persons with disabilities. We give special attention to initiatives that build the capacities of women and children with disabilities in mostly rural areas. We have so for funded projects in Lebanon, Brazil, Ethiopia, Nepal and South Africa. 

We have just started our engagement in these initiatives and have yet to see success. However, we think it is very important that as an organization working in disability and rehabilitation, we take proactive steps in giving disabled persons’ organizations a chance to demonstrate to their communities that they can play an important and meaningful role in realizing the goal of building productive lives for persons with disabilities and others in their societies.

In addition to supporting concrete projects, Rehabilitation International intends to play an important role in the development of knowledge and the exchange of good practices. That’s the reason why we see each World Congress for Rehabilitation that we organize every four years as an important milestone. The next Congress will be held in 2020 in Aarhus in Denmark and will focus on the impact of our moving societies on the daily lives of people with disabilities. But meeting every four years is not enough. That’s why Rehabilitation International launch the organization of regional events such as
the European Congress held in Brussels last week or the Asian Congress to be held in Macau in June.  
Our organization intends to fully play its role as a crossroads between public institutions, NGOs, researchers and NGO’s representing people with disabilities.




Through the name of our organization, we wish to promote rehabilitation as a holistic concept that combines care, participation, education,  inclusion in the labour market and substantial improvement in the well-being of people with disabilities in the application of Articles 26 and 27 of the Convention.
 
That being said, we must admit that there remains a significant gap between intentions and the delivery of concrete results meeting expectations created by the CRPD.

For those of us working on the ground, we note that the increase in awareness has not necessarily translated in an appreciation of the urgency of the need to address these issues. 

It is in this context that Rehabilitation International is working to promote inclusion of persons with disabilities not just through advocacy, but through concrete initiatives using expertise learned from over nine decades of engagement in disability. 

RI believes that it has the capacity to provide knowledge, experience  through its global network of DPOs, professionals, experts, service providers and a multitude of other partners, to address gaps identified by the UN in achieving full inclusion and the enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities.

Rehabilitation International is mindful of the fact that there are varying degrees of development in different countries but there is so much learning to share and build upon. This is where the value that Rehabilitation International can bring to help governments ensure that disability is a part of mainstream policy and services.

Rehabilitation International wants to play a significant role as a “bridge builder” between and among different stakeholders within the field of disability and development.

Rehabilitation International’s main focus is to build inclusive societies. It will not be possible to ensure disabled persons’ right to services without building inclusive societies through a twin-track approach, with both mainstreamed and specific programmes to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities.

Conventions and other UN instruments are very important tools for bringing the world forward for persons with disabilities. But what really matters for people is what’s going on in the grassroots level on education, employment, health care, women’s ability to participate on equal basis in the society, among others. 

We hope that the outcome of this twenty first session will lead to propositions of changes which will impact lives of persons with disabilities on the ground.
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