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This briefing provides an update on Guatemala, in light of the state party’s examination in the Universal Periodic Review in November 2017. In Guatemala, corporal punishment of children is still lawful in the home, in alternative care and day care settings, and in schools.
We hope the Committee will enquire about the state party’s commitment to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation and, in its concluding observations on Guatemala’s fifth/sixth periodic report, recommend that Bill 5184 is enacted and implemented as a matter of priority to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children, however light, in all settings including the home and to repeal all legal defences to its use in childrearing.


1 The legality of corporal punishment of children in Guatemala
1.1 Guatemala’s reply to the List of issues gives an update on the Bill “Against Corporal Punishment or Other Forms of Cruel Punishment, as a Method of Correction or Discipline Towards Children and Teenagers” (Initiative 5184): it is still being examined by the Committee on Human Rights, which after studying the Bill will issue an opinion on its merits.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  2 November 2017, CRC /C/GTM/Q/5-6/Add.1, Reply to list of issues, para. 6] 

1.2 Guatemala was examined in the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review in November 2017 and supported a recommendation to “prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings and repeal the legal exemptions”.[footnoteRef:2] However, in October 2016, Guatemala had declared that corporal punishment of children was already prohibited in all settings under article 150 bis of the Criminal Code – it is unclear whether the Government’s position on this issue has changed since. We are now seeking official confirmation that the Government of Guatemala is committed to enacting an explicit prohibition of all corporal punishment.  [2:  21 November 2017, A/HRC/WG.6/28/L.6, Draft report of the working group, para. 112(139)] 

1.3 We hope the Committee will enquire about the state party’s commitment to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation, and recommend that Bill 5184 is enacted and implemented as a matter of priority to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children, however light, in all settings including the home and to repeal all legal defences to its use in childrearing.
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