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I. [bookmark: _Toc159430569][bookmark: _Toc159879762][bookmark: _Toc159880168][bookmark: _Toc159880294][bookmark: _Toc160114581]Background
Children engagement in the preparation of the Child-led Alternative Report was in response to the 6th and 7th state periodic report on the implementation of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Save the Children organized series of planning workshops and capacity building trainings to children on child rights, the 9 basic principles to ethical and meaningful child participation including child safeguarding policy, data collections, and report writing skills. Children’s engagement was a step-by-step process as it is clearly indicated at 'My Pocket Guide to CRC Reporting' "TOGETHER WITH CHILDREN – FOR CHILDREN”-A companion guide for children willing to tell the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child about how children's rights are respected in their country, Child Rights Connect 2020. Geographically, the assessment covered four regions namely Tigray, Amhara, Oromia, Central Ethiopia, and Addis Ababa City. Children’s representatives from Gurage and Silte Zones (Central Ethiopia), East Shewa (Oromia), Waghmra zone, Sponsorship Intervention area (Amhara), Mekele (Tigray) and Arada, Addis Ketema, Gulele and Yeka Sub-Cities in Addis Ababa actively engaged and prepared their own report.
The report incorporates relevant child right issues including children’s right to life, survival and development, children’s right to protection from all forms of violence and abuse, children’s right to education, child labour, rights of children with disability, protection of children affected by conflict, rights of internally displaced children, rights of children living and working in the street, and rights of children in contact with the law. The children who participated in the assessment were drawn from various settings with different backgrounds that include school children, out of school children, children in the community, children in contact with the law, children with disabilities, internally displaced children, children living and working in the street, and children affected by conflict and crisis.  It is believed that the direct involvement of children both as researchers and research participants has created a unique opportunity to capture their views and realities in the respect, protection, and fulfillment of their rights on the ground.  The 2024 Child led alternative report addressed the observations and recommendations of the CRC committee on the selected child right issues. The role of Save the Children and local CSOs was limited to facilitating capacity building trainings, logistics arrangement and creating favorable environment to children.  All the contents, perspectives and recommendations are entirely from children who have been involved in this process.


[bookmark: _Toc159430570][bookmark: _Toc159879763][bookmark: _Toc159880169][bookmark: _Toc159880295][bookmark: _Toc160114582]II.   Child - led Report Preparation Procedure 
The report focuses on both the general state of children and conditions of groups of children in Ethiopia. The  research was conducted on 889 (50% of girls) of which more than 150 were child researchers drawn from different groups of children that involved both  boys and  girls children, children with different age ranges (10 to 18 years), in school and out of school children, children with disabilities, children living in the home environment and those living and working in the streets, children affected by conflict and crisis, children staying in IDP centers and juvenile settings. The child led alternative report preparation was undertaken in Tigray, Amhara, Oromia, Central Ethiopia, and Addis Ababa. Children from 70 Kare IDP Center in Tigray; schools in Dehana, Seqota, and Ziquala of the Amhara region; Gumbichu, Hiddi, and Ude Denkaka sites in Oromia; seven districts of Gurage and Silte Zones (Abeshghe, Cheha, Gummer, Ezha woredas, Butajira Wolkite town, and Dallocha woreda); Addis Ababa City Juvenile Correctional Center; and  Addis Ketema, Arada, Gulele, and Yeka  Sub-Cities in Addis Ababa participated in the process.  
Trained children researchers identified research topics and developed Interview guides and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) guides. The topic guides were used to capture the UNCRC implementation status on the various thematic issues that include survival and development, children with disabilities, early marriage, health services, access and quality education, violence and abuse, internal displacement, impacts of conflict, and conflict with the law. 
Following the preparation of the data collection tools, identifications of target children and assessment sites, the data were collected by 150 child researchers. Once agreed on the methodologies (including data collection tools and samples to be taken as informants), the team carried out the necessary preparation for field work. The child led research teams discussed with government bodies such as officials of Women and Social Affairs, Education Bureaus, school directors, children parliaments and other relevant bodies on who should be included as informants for data collection. Before commencing data collection, brief orientations were given on the developed tools and key steps to be followed.
Children were informed about the nature of the assessment and its importance to ensure their rights. The data collection processes have created ample opportunities for children to be aware of their rights enshrined in the UNCRC.  The team members met each day after data collection to share the status and challenges in the data collection process and worked out to overcome such challenges for the next days. 
Enough information/ explanation was given to all participants about the purpose, objective and privacy criteria and other related issues.
All participants were informed that they have the right not to partake in or withdraw from at any stage of data collection. 
The privacy of informants and the confidentiality of the information provided by respondents were respected.
The research team members dealt professionally with any distress children may express during the data collection process.
Caution was taken to avoid raising any unrealistic expectation of participants.
It was ensured that all team members adhered to the Child Safeguarding Policy.

The child-led  report on the status of implementaion of child rights employed qualitative method of analysis. The data collection tools preapred into local langauages and data were collected  by their own local lnaguages. And then transcribed into English language to working lungage of the UN Commitee of child rights Experts . The data was organized and analysed based on the identified UNCRC thematic issues. Moreover, the voices and ideas of children were respected and reported as they appeared in the primary data.  The key findings were presented to children’s researchers, and they validated and endorsed the report to submit to UN Committee of Child Rights Experts. 
[bookmark: _Toc159430576][bookmark: _Toc159879769][bookmark: _Toc159880175][bookmark: _Toc159880301][bookmark: _Toc160114583]III. Key Thematic Area Findings
3.1 [bookmark: _Toc159430577][bookmark: _Toc159879770][bookmark: _Toc159880176][bookmark: _Toc159880302][bookmark: _Toc160114584]Children’s right to life, survival, and development  
3.2 [bookmark: _Toc160114585][bookmark: _Toc159879771][bookmark: _Toc159880177][bookmark: _Toc159880303][bookmark: _Toc159430578]
3.3 [bookmark: _Toc160114586]
3.1. [bookmark: _Toc160114587]
3.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc160114588]Positive experiences 
Child participants reported that awareness raising on their rights to access health services were given to children to ensure their right to life, survival and promote their development. Furthermore, children reported that free health services were provided to the needy children such as children from low-income families and children with disabilities. It was further reported that the government is trying its best to avail health services at the woreda level through established health facilities such as clinics and health centers. The government “Green Legacy” is an awesome initiative that helped to plant billion trees in different areas of the country, and this will indirectly contribute to life, survival and development of children. This in turn will contribute to the healthy physical, emotional, cognitive and social development of children. 
Although there were attempts to provide health services for children and children know that they have the right to get adequate health services, it is not adequate and not accessible to all groups of children. Children growing up in rural areas are not getting adequate health services and the government’s contribution in this regard is very minimal. 
3.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc159430579][bookmark: _Toc159879772][bookmark: _Toc159880178][bookmark: _Toc159880304][bookmark: _Toc160114589]Critical child right issues and major challenges  
Children identified several critical issues (problems) and challenges that may jeopardize the wellbeing, survival, and harmonious development of children. The major problems reported include emotional disturbances, loss of hope, FGM, and early marriage. 
Girls are more vulnerable especially they are exposed to female genital mutilation and early marriage.  Furthermore, children with disabilities who seek health services in hospitals and health centers faced difficulties of entrance accessibilities into the health facilities to get treatment because of unconducive and unfriendly infrastructure. Furthermore, inadequate living standards are the other major hurdles for children. Children reported problems of health, food, potable water, and fresh air that are basic to their lives, survival, and development. These poor living conditions result in psychological, physical, mental, dropout from schooling and lack of food in the children life.
Lack of food is one of the main problems in inadequate living standards. This causes malnourishment and stunting in children and leads to the death. Because of inaccessibility of potable water, many children are affected by cholera, diarrhea and water borne diseases. The accessibility of potable water especially in rural and hard to reach areas is also another challenge at the community levels.
Children from conflict affected areas specifically mentioned that a significant number of child homicides due to the continued violence, internal displacement, and inter-communal conflict in different parts of the country.
Children reported that the problems are aggravated due to various challenges that involve political crisis, economic crisis, drought environment and climate change. In addition, low level of attention given by the government to children (child rights) in the countryside, family and child poverty, climate change and environmental problems such as contamination of food and pollution of water were found to be challenges of adequate living standards. 

3.1.3. Recommendations 
Children provided the following recommendations to ensure their survival, promote their development and improve their living conditions. 
1) Increase awareness and advocacy works at community levels to ensure children have the right to life, get adequate health services, food, and clean water. 
2) The government should give free health services to all vulnerable children and become accountable when children are denied their rights to health.
3) Establish child clinics entirely devoted to providing essential health services to children in school.
4) Establish and strengthen reporting mechanisms in the government institutions to collect complaints from children on matters related to ensuring health, food, shelter, and water services to children.
5) Create economic opportunities for families with low income and unable to afford to fulfill basic needs and cover costs for social services.
6) Government should prioritize nutrition programming for children under 5 years of age and expand school feeding programs for children from poor households. 
7) Government and armed actors must uphold standards of conduct in conflict, hold perpetrators of violations to account and take practical action to help children on the ground.
8) Governments should take measures to integrate climate change in formal and informal education, including green skills, to ensure that children can meaningfully participate in climate action, and that they are not left behind in the transition to a sustainable economy. 
9) Create a support system for girls and children with disabilities to ensure access to health, water, food, and shelter services and participate on matters affecting their lives.



[bookmark: _Toc160114590]3.2. Children’s participation
[bookmark: _Toc160114591]3.2.1. Positive experiences and services 
Children’s participation on matters affecting their rights benefits them in many ways. It promotes empowerment and participation, affords children personal opportunities to acquire additional knowledge, skills, self-confidence, and new experiences. It also plays a significant societal role in contributing towards the realization of their rights, and wider civic engagement.  It increases self-esteem and self-confidence of the children and creates a better future generation whose rights are not violated. Children speak out their rights to hold the duty bearer accountable on its commitment. 
With regard to the services, although they are not many there are new developments and initiatives that promote the participation of children. Children’s parliaments have been established national, regional and local levels to promote children’s participation. There is a revised National Child Parliament Establishment Guideline in 2017 which serves as a guide for establishing and strengthening child parliaments. In addition, different trainings on child rights were given to members of the child clubs and child parliaments at different times. This has somewhat increased awareness of children on their rights.  
In addition, mini media in school and different clubs have been established to create platform for children to participate in different activities. The government as well as the school must provide more opportunities for students to express themselves such as platforms to express their thoughts and include them in matters that affect their rights. 
[bookmark: _Toc160114592]3.2.2. Critical child right issues 
Children reported several critical right issues and challenges that jeopardized the children’s participation at various levels.  There are no child participation platforms in private schools to engage children in child rights discussions, policy, and programs and this affects children’s rights. When adults are making decisions that affect children’s rights, children have the right to say what they think should happen and have their opinions considered. Children have the right to get and share information however, there is limited access to information especially regarding policy development, budget and consultation programs which are pertain for the rights protection of children. Furthermore, the participation of children with disabilities in the child parliaments and other child-led structures is very low. 
Children also mentioned that the effective functioning of children parliaments is still challenged by the lack of budget, and resources. The support provided for Children Parliament is minimal with little funding. There is also limited willingness to give due weight to the recommendations of children parliaments which limits the ability of children to voice their concerns on matters of national level affecting children. The views of children are not properly taken by duty bearer in making decisions.
[bookmark: _Toc160114593]3.2.3. Recommendations
Children attending in private schools provided the following recommendations to the government to ensure civil rights and freedom of a child as well as children’s right to participate on their own matters. 
1) The government must make different laws, rules, regulations, and policies that that promotes participation of children in policy and program.  
2) The government ensure that new laws and policies are being implemented properly in the school.
3) The government should make sure the school has a child-friendly environment to ensure all children including children with disabilities participate in matters affecting their rights.
4) Government should allocate adequate resource to strengthen and sustain children’s parliaments established at different level.   
5) [bookmark: _Toc159430581][bookmark: _Toc159879774][bookmark: _Toc159880180][bookmark: _Toc159880306]Child right awareness raising mechanisms programs should be designed and implemented in school and community setting. 
[bookmark: _Toc160114594]3.3 Child’s right to protection from all forms of violence and abuse  
[bookmark: _Toc159879775][bookmark: _Toc159880181][bookmark: _Toc159880307][bookmark: _Toc160114595][bookmark: _Toc159430582]3.3.1. Positive experiences 
Various concerned bodies provided services to protect girls and boys from violence and abuse.  Children reported an increased awareness and advocacy works on sexual abuse, referring survivors of abuse to different service providing institutions, empowering children to protect themselves and other children in school settings as some of the interventions targeted to protect children from abuse. Children further mentioned that there are child clubs in schools and child parliaments at Woreda, Zone, City/Sub-City and regional levels that work on awareness raising and prevention of sexual abuse of children. Members of the child rights clubs report cases of abuse to concerned government offices such as Women and Social Affairs and Police. In addition, acts against people who incite violence have been implemented, along with awareness raising campaigns. 

Another important move in the provisions of child protection services with the engagement of children in the advocacy works. Members of child parliaments engaged in the protection of girls from child marriage in the family and community setting by monitoring and identifying those who are vulnerable and reporting cases to government offices to take action. However, the number of children who are committed in these activities is very small. These children participated in the child parliament in school, kebele and Woreda levels. School teachers and administrators as well as government officials from Women and Social Affairs supported the initiatives taken by children. In Gumbichu district in Oromia Region, four (4) girls were rescued from child marriage in 2015 E.C through the active participation of girls and boys in the school level child rights clubs and child parliament. 

However, when the adequacy of the services was assessed, children indicated that the provision of child protection services have limitations. Some of the services are limited in scope and settings. Well integrated and comprehensive child protection support systems and adequate services on sexual abuse of girls in non-school settings have not been put in place.  

In terms of effectiveness of the services, the respondents attested that no satisfactory protection mechanisms are in place by the government to protect children from abuse and violence in school and community settings. Although their effectiveness was not satisfactory, they were able to bring some change. The reasons why they could not achieve satisfactory results is that the laws have not been implemented as stipulated in the legal provisions and there were no adequate and appropriate measures taken on the perpetrators.

[bookmark: _Toc159430583][bookmark: _Toc159879776][bookmark: _Toc159880182][bookmark: _Toc159880308][bookmark: _Toc160114596]3.3.2. Critical child right issues and major challenges 
Because of the hazardous conditions around school and community settings, including the existence of bars, ‘shisha’ houses, and chat chewing houses, the protection and safety of children could not be ensured. Children stressed that they don't live in safe environments, and they are among the first vulnerable groups of populations. Children reported that the communities they live are not safe to them, and mostly are exposed to violence and abuse. They further mentioned that many things scare them in their communities and the government does not have effective child protection systems. Children’s opinions are not respected by adults, and the different rights of children are not adequately met. 
Regarding the magnitude of the problems, due to the fact that laws pertaining to children are not adequately implemented and the fact that most people in the community were at home during the COVID-19 era, many children mostly girls were exposed to various forms of sexual assault in the family setting. Due to these, violence against children has escalated over the past five years. In addition, the problem stems from the conflicts and war, since children are displaced from their homes and encounter various forms of violence when they relocated from their homes. Most children reported about an increasing trend in the prevalence of different forms of violence and abuse against children. Few children reported a decreasing trend of abuse because of increased awareness of the community about the issue and actions being taken by duty bearers.  
Furthermore, children stated that most boys are exposed to physical violence or bullying in schools. Moreover, female children are more vulnerable to sexual harassment, sexual abuse, rape, psychological insult and child marriage.  In addition, children in IDP setting, children in street situations, and children with disabilities are highly exposed to various forms of abuse including sexual abuse.

The most common forms of violence and abuse identified by children include the following. 
Physical abuse: Children are frequently subjected to physical violence at home, in schools, and in communities, impacting their physical and mental health.
Emotional/psychological abuse: As the data revealed, children have experienced emotional or psychological abuse that involve cursing, degrading, and maltreatment, calling them by nicknames, not loving and respecting them, etc.
Sexual abuse and violence
Female children are vulnerable to sexual harassment, sexual abuse and exploitation, including trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation. School child rights clubs are engaged in prevention of sexual abuse mainly in the school setting, but sexual abuse takes place outside the school compound. A female child respondent in Guraghe Zone mentioned that in most cases, sexual abuse happens on females in the culture due to male dominate over females.
Several factors have contributions to the sexual abuse of children. These include limited awareness about the rights of children and impact of sexual abuse in the communities, low attention given by the community on the issue, lack of discharging responsibilities on the parts of the individuals and institutions, ineffective implementation of child rights related laws, and an undermining attitude towards females. Children stated the impacts of sexual abuse on socio-emotional development of children and education. Survivors experienced stigma and discrimination and due to this, they migrated to urban areas.  Child victims of abuse often showed deterioration in their academic performance and dropped out from school. 
Practices like female genital mutilation (FGM) and child marriage violate children's rights and cause lasting physical and psychological harm. When children were asked about their understandings of early marriage, they stated that it is the marriage that occurred in underage children. In most cases, early marriage is practiced among children between 15-18 years old categories. Early marriage was found to be another major problem mainly in the rural areas of the Amhara and Oromia regions. 
The major challenges in protecting children from child marriages in community include: 
Deep-rooted traditions and beliefs: Child marriage is ingrained in cultural norms in many communities and seen as beneficial for girls such as offering security or financial stability. Challenging these beliefs requires sensitivity and community engagement.
Poverty and economic hardship: Families may view marrying off daughters as a way to reduce financial burdens or secure dowries. If the family is too poor and unable to manage their family, girls are compelled to marry in their early ages.
Limited access to education: Lack of education, especially for girls, restricts opportunities and makes them more vulnerable to child marriage. 
Gender inequality and discrimination: Unequal power dynamics and patriarchal norms give families and husbands significant control over girls' lives, making them more susceptible to forced marriage. 
Silence and stigma: Victims and communities often stay silent due to fear or stigma.

In addition, pressure of the family, lack of awareness and the prevailing harmful norm are other factors for the prevalence of child marriage.  Child marriage negatively impacts the social, physical and psychological health of the children.  Here are the lists of possible impacts of early marriage mentioned by child informants.  

Physical and health impacts including fistula disease and exposure to other health problems. 
Give birth a child with low birth weight. 
Unable to manage the family, high economic pressure and this will lead to starvation.
Psychological impacts (anger, worry)
Drop out from school, loss of interest for learning and unable to achieve in schoolwork.   

[bookmark: _Toc159430584][bookmark: _Toc159879777][bookmark: _Toc159880183][bookmark: _Toc159880309][bookmark: _Toc160114597]3.3.3 Recommendations 
1) Government and non-governmental organizations should raise awareness for parents and other community members on childcare and development, role of parents and the community members in protecting children from violence and abuse, including the impacts of violence on children’s development.  Conducting open dialogue is also essential. 
2) Increase the awareness levels of children on their rights including the right to be protected from early marriage. Investing in girls' education empowers them to make informed choices and promote gender equality is essential to prevent abuse.
3) Government offices such as Women and Social Affairs should design programs that improve access to information on child rights for boys and girls, including most vulnerable children to protect themselves from different forms of rights violations including physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and child marriage.  
4) Government should strengthen and sustain formal and informal child participation structures such as child parliaments and child led initiatives to give space for girls and boys, children with disabilities and other most vulnerable children, be able to participate in promoting their rights, monitor children who are most vulnerable and report to concerned government agencies.  
5) Government should enforce mechanisms to ensure mandated government institutions are able to discharge their responsibilities and relevant laws pertaining to child rights are properly implemented. Thus, children will be protected from different forms of violence and abuse and proper legal measures will be applied on perpetrators. Enforcing child rights and other relevant laws to protect children from abuse and harmful traditional practices is vital. 
6) Government should establish school and community based psychosocial services providing centers for children who experience abuse in school and community settings. In so doing, it is important to ensure equal access to support for boys and girls.
7) Schools should create a safe and protective environment in schools. Children and teachers should be trained on child rights to create safe environments for children.  
8) The government ought to take action against the pubs and shisha houses that are located close to school compounds. 
9) Create different economic opportunities to communities to empower families so that they will not be involved in early marriage. Addressing poverty through education, skills development, and alternative livelihoods is crucial. 
10) [bookmark: _Toc159430585][bookmark: _Toc159879778][bookmark: _Toc159880184][bookmark: _Toc159880310]The government should ensure reporting mechanisms on the protection of children from harm and abuse. Creating safe spaces for reporting is essential.
[bookmark: _Toc160114598]3.4 Children’s right to education
[bookmark: _Toc159879779][bookmark: _Toc159880185][bookmark: _Toc159880311][bookmark: _Toc160114599][bookmark: _Toc159430586][bookmark: _Toc158694986]3.4.1 Positive experiences 
Children should be encouraged to go to school and enable them to acquire knowledge, skills, and attitudes to be responsible and productive citizens. Discipline in schools should respect children’s rights and never use physical punishment as a strategy. Education rights are vital to realize protection, participation, and provision rights of children in the context of conflict and climate change. Educational attainment directly or indirectly improves the adaptive and mitigation capacities of communities/groups by impacting their preparedness and poverty levels. It is therefore evident that education rights of children are crucial both in development and humanitarian contexts. In general, government has exerted its effort to improve access to education for children in Ethiopia. The school feeding program in Addis Ababa is a good initiative to support the most vulnerable children attend and remain in school.  There are tutorial class conducted for children with low performance and girls which gives them with opportunities to comprehend the difficult subject and promote togetherness and friendship. In line with this, positive initiatives and developments have been observed to enhance access to education for children. To this end, Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) has substantially risen the past years though this progress has been retarded due to a continued conflict, drought, and displacement. 

When it comes to the adequacy and effectiveness of the service provisions, not all children have access to quality education. While there have been attempts in recent years to improve access, disparities still exist, and some groups of children are left behind.

[bookmark: _Toc159430587][bookmark: _Toc159879780][bookmark: _Toc159880186][bookmark: _Toc159880312][bookmark: _Toc160114600]3.4.2 Critical child right issues and major challenges 
Despite progress in children’s school enrollment, many children, especially girls, children in rural areas, children with disabilities, and children in IDP and conflict affected areas remain out of school with no access to quality education. Children aged 4-6 years especially in rural areas and in conflict affected settings have limited access to education as government funding for early childhood education remains is low. Further, many schools lack various facilities and resources including learning materials, trained personnel, adequate infrastructure, water and sanitary facilities.  Many Children with disabilities experience hindrance to ensure access to basic right to education and perpetuates inequalities. Further, children living in the street are also deprived of their rights to education and even those who can manage to go to school dropout from school due to lack of transportation and inability to cover their educational materials.
The major factors that challenge in ensuring children’s access to education as mentioned by child participants are:   

There are limitations in infrastructure, qualified teachers, and learning materials. Many public schools often lack adequate infrastructure, resources, and qualified teachers especially in special needs education and existing teachers require additional training to implement effective teaching, impacting the quality of education received. Textbooks and other resources are scarce or outdated, hindering quality learning experiences. These often lead to overcrowded classrooms, inappropriate teaching methods, and a lack of resources to fulfill the needs of children with special needs. Financial constraints prevent poor families from affording school supplies, uniforms, and transportation costs. These limitations have negative implications for children’s learning and student-teacher interaction and force children to drop out or miss school days.  
In relative terms, education facilities and resources are often concentrated in urban areas, leaving rural children disadvantaged. Children in rural areas often have farther distances to travel to reach schools, and these may be more poorly equipped compared to urban schools.
Girls are still more likely to be out of school than boys due to cultural norms and early marriage pressures. Girls in rural areas face intersectional gender related challenges such as being a girl from poor family, have to travel long distance to reach schools, and cultural norms and practices influencing adults to limit girls from exercising their rights. 
Children with disabilities often face a lack of accessibility and specialized support in schools, making it difficult for them to participate fully. 
Many children are losing access to education rights due to the climate change induced disasters which have a direct impact on the schools and their surroundings and an indirect impact in the form of forcing families and their children trapped into the cycle of poverty, deprived of access to social services, and affected by climate change induced migration or displacement.  
Children aged above 7 years are often forced to engage in activities that generate income to support themselves and their families, depriving them of their childhood and education.

[bookmark: _Toc159430588][bookmark: _Toc159879781][bookmark: _Toc159880187][bookmark: _Toc159880313][bookmark: _Toc160114601]3.4.2 Recommendations 
Both child researchers and child participants suggested the following recommendations to ensure children’s right to education. 
1) The government should allocate sufficient budget for expanding schools and improving school facilities with particular attention to rural areas.  
2) The government should improve facilities in schools:  Build and maintain schools with adequate and proper sanitation, water, and electricity, lighting, ventilation, and disability friendly facilities. Provide basic amenities like clean water and proper waste disposal in schools.
3) The Ministry of Education and Regional Education Bureaus and development partners should equip schools with textbooks, learning materials, and age-appropriate technology to enhance the learning experience to all children including the most vulnerable children.  
4) Educational Bureau officials and school administrators should make sure that qualified teachers are assigned in schools, especially in rural areas and in specialized subjects.  
5) Education Bureaus should ensure that all children including those who are impacted by inequality and discrimination (e.g. children with disabilities, children living and working in the street) have access to quality education. 
6) Schools should actively engage parents, teachers, and community leaders as well as children in school governance and decision-making, monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the education delivery with the view of ensuring access and quality of education.  
7) Government should take appropriate mitigation and adaptation measures to combat the effects of climate change on children’s education.   
8) Government should work to eliminate cultural factors to education: harmful traditional practices and gender norms often limit girls' education and school attendance. Address cultural barriers and promote girls' enrolment and retention.
9) Schools should ensure that all students are treated equally. 

[bookmark: _Toc159879782][bookmark: _Toc159880188][bookmark: _Toc159880314]

[bookmark: _Toc160114602]3.5 Children in Situations of Economic Exploitation
[bookmark: _Toc159879783][bookmark: _Toc159880189][bookmark: _Toc159880315][bookmark: _Toc160114603][bookmark: _Toc159430590]3.5.1 Positive experiences 
[bookmark: _Toc159879784][bookmark: _Toc159880190][bookmark: _Toc159880316]An important positive progress that children reported regarding child labor and economic exploitation is that children have a good understanding of the meaning and nature of child labor. This happened because there are some efforts made by the government and civil society organizations in promoting awareness on child labour and its harmful impacts on children’s education and development. Further, there are initiatives to help children previously engaged in child labour to get enrolled in schools. This is done with the initiatives of concerned government offices including education and Women and Social Affairs with the active engagement of children in the child clubs and child parliaments. 
[bookmark: _Toc160114604][bookmark: _Toc159430591][bookmark: _Toc159879785][bookmark: _Toc159880191][bookmark: _Toc159880317]3.5.2 Critical child right issues 
As children reported, child labour happens when children work beyond their capacity i.e. work that does not fit with their physical and mental maturity and are forced to engage in such as activities for long hours. This affects their school/study time. Although the labour law is revised by raising the minimum age of employment from 14 to 15 years, it is not properly enforced. Furthermore, the Labour Law does not specify the types of activities that children can engage in the form of employment and does not cover children and young workers employed in the informal sector including children in domestic work.
Many children especially children in rural areas, children from poor families, orphaned children, child domestic workers, and trafficked children are forced to engage in activities that endanger their holistic development. Children engaged in child labour are deprived of education and health services, work in an environment that is not favorable for their survival and development and are exposed physical and emotional abuse. The major challenges of child labor are economic problem of the family and lack of awareness, and inability to identify the advantages and disadvantages of child labor.
[bookmark: _Toc159430592][bookmark: _Toc159879786][bookmark: _Toc159880192][bookmark: _Toc159880318][bookmark: _Toc160114605]3.5.3 Recommendations 
The following recommendations are forwarded by children so as to address the issue children engaged in child labour or in economic exploitation. 
1 The government should develop a directive/guideline on the types of activities that children aged 15 and above can engage in the form of employment to protect them from engaging in hazardous work that endanger their development. 
2 Government should create opportunities for families with low income and whose children are engaged in child labour to generate income and support family income. This will enable parents/families to be able to support their children’s education. 
3 Government should establish systems and mechanisms to withdraw children engaged in child labour and support them to have access to education, health and other rehabilitation services. 
4 Promote free child labour community in rural areas.
[bookmark: _Toc159430593][bookmark: _Toc159879787][bookmark: _Toc159880193][bookmark: _Toc159880319]

[bookmark: _Toc160114606]3.6. Rights of children with disability
[bookmark: _Toc159879788][bookmark: _Toc159880194][bookmark: _Toc159880320][bookmark: _Toc160114607][bookmark: _Toc159430594]3.6.1. Positive experiences 
Ethiopia has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The convention has many provisions guaranteeing comprehensive rights for children with disabilities. The government of Ethiopia has made efforts to improve the rights of children with disabilities including increased awareness and advocacy works on the equal rights of children with disabilities; constructed schools that can accommodate children with disabilities and providing training to teachers and other education personnel on how to meet the needs of children with disabilities, and some materials support to children with disabilities.  However, the research participants have stressed that children with disabilities do not have equal access to social services (e.g. health, education, protection) like other children. They don’t have equal service and there existed shortage of access to hospital and schools in the country. There are still limited number of special needs schools and mobility aids like wheelchair are not adequate.  There is also limited number of professionals trained in sign language to help deaf children.  
[bookmark: _Toc159430595][bookmark: _Toc159879789][bookmark: _Toc159880195][bookmark: _Toc159880321][bookmark: _Toc160114608]3.6.2 Critical child right issues and major challenges  
[bookmark: _Toc159879790][bookmark: _Toc159880196][bookmark: _Toc159880322]There are key child rights issues for children with disabilities that need attention by the government and other stakeholders. Children with disabilities continue to experience increased risk of violence, structural barriers to inclusion, poorer educational outcomes and increased risk of coming into contact with the law. Respondents stressed that children with disabilities have limited have equal access to social services (e.g. health, education, protection) like other children. They don’t have equal service and there existed shortage of access to hospital and school in the country. There are still limited number of special needs schools and shortages of mobility aids like wheelchair are not adequate. Children with disabilities are exposed to human right violations, emotional damage, and their needs are not met.  
Children identified the following factors or situations that contribute to the low level of access to social services for children with disabilities in their communities. 
[bookmark: _Toc159879791][bookmark: _Toc159880197][bookmark: _Toc159880323]Most children with disabilities live in poverty than children without disabilities. This makes it difficult for them to access necessities, such as basic survival needs, healthcare and education. Poverty exacerbates the challenges faced by children with disabilities and their families, limiting their access to education, healthcare, and other essential services.
Most available facilities are built by considering adults only.  Many schools lack accessible facilities, such as ramps, adapted toilets, and learning materials in accessible formats, making it physically impossible for children with disabilities to attend. Schools often lack funding for assistive technologies, adapted learning materials, and teacher training, further hindering effective inclusion. Regular schools have begun integrating students with disabilities, however, many lack trained teachers, assistive technologies, and accessible infrastructure. There's a critical shortage of teachers trained in special needs education and inclusive practices. All these lead to inadequate support system for children with disabilities in mainstream classrooms. There are only few schools available for children with disabilities. In these special needs schools, few facilities, mainly in urban areas, catering to specific needs but potentially segregating children. To this end, those children with disabilities often face higher dropout rates and lower learning achievements.  
Children with disabilities often face barriers in accessing healthcare due to distance and limited specialized services especially in rural areas.
Children with disabilities are often excluded from school due to a lack of accessible infrastructure, trained teachers, and assistive technology. Children with disabilities often face higher dropout rates and lower learning achievements.  
Stigma and discrimination towards children with disabilities are widespread in the family, school, and community setting. This is partly attiruted to lack of awareness on the rights of children with disabilities. These lead to social isolation and exclusion, and societal attitudes prevents families from seeking help for their children.  

[bookmark: _Toc159430613][bookmark: _Toc159879792][bookmark: _Toc159880198][bookmark: _Toc159880324][bookmark: _Toc160114609]3.6.3 Recommendations 
1) The government should prioritize children with disabilities in planning and budgeting process. While constructing social infrastructures such as schools and health centers, children with disability should be considered.
2) Promote inclusive education for all children with disabilities in the mainstream schools.
3) Improve investment in teacher training and inclusive education programs to ensure access to education services for children with disabilities. In addition, equip teachers, health workers, and social workers with the knowledge and skills to support children with disabilities. Import materials to support disable children all over the country.
4) Government should establish enforceable mechanisms to ensure health centers provide improved access to healthcare services for children with disabilities. Guarantee access to essential healthcare services, including mental health and sexual and reproductive health services, for children with disabilities.
5) Provide adequate information for children with disabilities and enhance their awareness to empower them and their families to advocate for their rights. Also increase the awareness levels of the community on children with disability and their rights to reduce discrimination and stigma. 
6) Develop community-based rehabilitation programs including early intervention to identify developmental disabilities and use it for early interventions.  
[bookmark: _Toc159430614][bookmark: _Toc159879793][bookmark: _Toc159880199][bookmark: _Toc159880325] 
[bookmark: _Toc160114610]3.7 Protection of children affected by conflict
[bookmark: _Toc159879794][bookmark: _Toc159880200][bookmark: _Toc159880326][bookmark: _Toc160114611][bookmark: _Toc159430615]3.7.1. Positive experiences 
Children affected by conflict were asked about the services they are getting and how they are dealing with the situations. Many of the interviewees responded, “We receive different supports from humanitarian organizations even if it is not adequate compared to the actual need in the ground. Some households get and some not.”  With regard to the support from the government, they boldly stated that the Government is providing some support but not adequate. Generally, they underlined that the services provided to them are neither adequate nor effective. 
[bookmark: _Toc159430616][bookmark: _Toc159879795][bookmark: _Toc159880201][bookmark: _Toc159880327][bookmark: _Toc160114612]3.7.2 Critical child right issues and major challenges  
Children affected by conflict and staying in IDP camps do not have access to education in the mainstream schools. There is generally low commitment of the government to fulfill the educational rights of children affected by conflict. 
In times of conflict, children are not perpetrators, rather they are victims of the fault of others and yet they are the most affected groups highly exposed to violence and abuse, and inability to fulfill their basic needs for their survival.  They are denied of their rights to grow up in a safe and secured environment, rights to live and grow with the family environment, and rights to development. In the last three to four years, millions of girls and boys have been victims of conflict and their rights is grossly violated in Ethiopia. 
Many of the children living in IDP setting reported they have lost their families due to the conflict and these children have serious challenges to fulfill their basic needs (food, shelter, clothes and water). They also said that many of these children have dropped out of school due to the conflict and displacement. In this connection, a 16th year old child reported “conflict means aggression that leads loss of peoples’ life.”  A 15-year-old female child in the IDP setting also reported “We have lost all our resources and unable to fulfill our basic need to live an adequate standard of living. We have encountered serious psychological damage.” 
Children also stated that most of them are separated from their families, and some do not know the whereabouts of their family members. These children are facing starvation and do not have opportunities to express their thoughts. One of the interviewed children (17 years old girl) remarked that they are still trying their best to stand for our rights. This is through the child led groups and parliaments.  
Many of the children affected by conflict are deprived to access to education as most schools were destroyed by the conflict and many of them are displaced from their families.  Many girls are forced to marry at early age for the sake of getting income to sustain their lives as well as support their parents. The situation is forcing girls to opt negative copying mechanisms that may compromise their rights. 
[bookmark: _Toc159430617][bookmark: _Toc159879796][bookmark: _Toc159880202][bookmark: _Toc159880328]Child respondents mentioned that even if all children under the age of 18 are vulnerable to child abuse in one way or another, the most vulnerable groups of the children are young boys and girls. One of the respondents said, “young girls and boys are observed to engage in difficult work to earn meagre income to buy their food and fulfill other basic needs for themselves and their families.” Adding to this, a female child reported that she intends to engage in whatever kind of work is available because she is in need of getting money.   
[bookmark: _Toc160114613]3.7.3 Recommendations 
Children who participated in the assessment have provided the following recommendations to the government and duty bearers to ensure the right of children affected by conflict. 
1) Children affected by conflict want the government to fulfil their basic needs such as food, shelter, water, and safety in the conflict affected areas.
2) Government should provide girls in conflict affected areas with sanitary pads and psychosocial support.
3) Provide educational access for children of grades 5 and above in or near the IDP centers as they have to travel many kilometers (1hour and a half on foot) to attend schools. This will reduce the risk of experiencing violence and abuse by potential perpetrators. 
4) Government should help to children by facilitating their return to homes, reunify with their families and reintegrate with their communities. 
5) [bookmark: _Toc159430618][bookmark: _Toc159879797][bookmark: _Toc159880203][bookmark: _Toc159880329]Children should be placed far from conflict affected areas and live in a safe place.
[bookmark: _Toc160114614]3.8. Rights of internally displaced children 
[bookmark: _Toc159879798][bookmark: _Toc159880204][bookmark: _Toc159880330][bookmark: _Toc160114615][bookmark: _Toc159430619]3.8.1. Positive experiences 
Children reported that there is a support system for displaced children. The types of services provided include provision of food, water and clothing as well as arrangement of child friendly spaces where children are engaged in play and recreational activities. Children are also provided with shoes, biscuit, mattress, soap, exercise book and pen, blanket, mosquito net, and jerry cans. 
In the child friendly spaces, children have opportunities to enjoy their right to play, enhancing their level of safety, and maintaining their psychosocial well-being. 
They reported that there are efforts to provide children with education services in the IDP camps (centers). There are education facilitators who facilitate daily educational activities for kids as well as school aged children. This They also indicated that transport services were available, and education was offered to them. For example, in Tigray, through the community based back to school campaign, 1,500 children were enrolled in school and continued their education in their respective districts. 
There are child clubs that facilitate children’s participation in different club-based activities where they are given opportunity to play and interact with their peers, contributing to easing the tense situation children are in due to the conflict.  Children’s participating in the child-led structures enhanced their capacity through training, participating in the child parliaments where they could interact with the duty bearer as well as in compliant and feedback mechanism.  
There are initiatives by regional government bureaus (Bureau of Labor and Social Affairs, Education Bureau, Health Bureau, Justice Bureau) and their respective local government structures and local CSOs in Mekelle, Axum, Adwa and Adigrat in taking some protection measures to support children affected by conflict and those in IDP situations. 
With regard to the effectiveness and adequacy of the services, children underscored that they didn’t receive enough support. They mentioned their concerns about the shelters they are living as they do not feel safe. They also indicated that the education service was not enough. This is because the classrooms are not proportional with the number of students. In addition, classrooms, books, teachers, and recreational spaces are not sufficient, and this applies for all ages of the children. The other reason mentioned was that there was no adequate space to do construct additional schools. The government lacks resources and the very basic needs such as food are not adequately provided. IDP children are exposed to hunger. The major reason for the ineffectiveness of the supports is that the government is not following the situation of IDP children. IDP children also remarked that there was nothing that was provided from school and community. Moreover, they mentioned that although they were contributing some money for developmental activities the government did not even return that money during this critical time.  

[bookmark: _Toc159430620][bookmark: _Toc159879799][bookmark: _Toc159880205][bookmark: _Toc159880331][bookmark: _Toc160114616]3.8.2. Critical child right issues and major challenges  
Participants reported that children become internally displaced either due to development induced displacement or conflict induced displacement. Both groups of children experienced multiple challenges that grossly jeopardized their right. Development induced displaced children stressed that the situation has affected their lives in many ways, and this is common in urban areas such as surrounding cities of Addis Ababa. In the first place, the displacement incident happened suddenly without any prior notice and children and their families had no place to go. One child respondent from Addis Ababa said, “They just came, invaded the place and demolished our houses.” It was sudden so they did not know where to go to find shelter or a place to live at that time and also one of female child (age 16) respondent noted “our life was a void”. Some of families were compelled to go to rural areas; others to their relatives and there were also some families who did not have anywhere to go. Children from Addis Ababa boldly reported as a result of the development induced displacement, some children were attacked by animals during night and lost their lives especially in the surrounding cities of Addis Ababa. 
Children indicated that they have experienced critical gaps in getting shelter, food, drinking water, access to health services.  Many of the children reported experiencing psychological shock and interrupted their education. Many of children are forced to engage in activities are beyond their capacities (child labor) such as fetching water and collecting firewood, both for family consumption and generating income. 
Children displaced due to conflict reported experiencing critical problems which affected their rights. Due to the conflict and war in the northern part of the country, children left their homes in October 2023 and have been exposed to various rights violations. IDP children suffered different challenges in the course of displacement. For example, they experienced separation from parents, witnessing children and mothers dying, atrocities, sexual abuse, physical attack, and psychological abuse. They further mentioned that even this year (2024), displacement of many families including children has continued resulting in life threatening experiences. Internally displaced children have also been exposed to fighting, bragging, theft, and hitting from the host community. Children with disabilities are experiencing hard times as a result of displacement. 
[bookmark: _Toc159430621][bookmark: _Toc159879800][bookmark: _Toc159880206][bookmark: _Toc159880332][bookmark: _Toc160114617]3.8.3. Recommendations 
1)  Government should avail education services for IDP children to enable them to resume their education.   
2) Government should make an urgent decision to stop the displacement of peoples from their places and reduce the suffering of family members including children. 
3) Government should establish mechanisms for displaced children and their families to be able to return back to their homes or have the opportunity to continue their education wherever they are. 
4) [bookmark: _Toc159430622][bookmark: _Toc159879801][bookmark: _Toc159880207][bookmark: _Toc159880333]Arrange mechanisms that will enable children get shelters, food, water, psychological supports, education and health services, and safety and security supports.

[bookmark: _Toc160114618]3.9 Rights of children on street situations 
[bookmark: _Toc159879802][bookmark: _Toc159880208][bookmark: _Toc159880334][bookmark: _Toc160114619][bookmark: _Toc159430623]3.9.1. Positive experiences 
According to the data collected from children, there are some good initiatives by the government and other stakeholders to support children living and working in the street. These initiatives include provision of food, clothes, school uniforms and educational materials, and enrolling them in boarding schools. In addition, non-governmental organizations have provided children with food and clothing and supported them with their education and skills trainings although a lot remains to be done. These supports are important to improve access to quality of education.  
[bookmark: _Toc159430624][bookmark: _Toc159879803][bookmark: _Toc159880209][bookmark: _Toc159880335][bookmark: _Toc160114620]3.9.2. Critical child right issues and major challenges  
Children working and living on streets reported that they do not know most of the child rights, only know their rights to survival and to access education.  
Although there are initiatives to enroll these group of children in school, schools have different gaps to ensure the education rights of children. The gaps include inadequate classrooms to accommodate additional number of children, lack of separate toilets for girls and boys, and lack of playgrounds in school settings. There many children living and working on streets who are not enrolled in school in anyway. 
Children in the street are without their fundamental rights such as being deprived of access to basic necessities such as food, clothing, and shelter.  Children living on the streets has exposed children in the street to the scorching sun, chilly weather, and attacks by hazardous animals and people. Older ones attack the younger children especially females in various ways such as physical and sexual harassment and abuse and snatch their properties.  Children also noted that policemen and other adult stakeholders who were supposed to protect the children in street situation are found to have problem makers and become threats to their protection and safety. Many children reported that some policemen disrespect them and beating and insulting them.  One child said, “we are more terrified by policemen than by a stranger. They insult us with bad words belittling us.”
Street children grow up enduring exploitation, hazardous labour, and violence, with some relying on begging or crime to secure basic food and shelter. Many of children living and working on the streets suffer from anxiety, which leads to substance abuse and a risk of suicide.
[bookmark: _Toc160114621]Factors forcing children to lead street situations. 
Disagreements in the family setting leads insecurity among children and opt to live and work on the streets.  
Children go out and work the streets if their parents are divorced or died and are unable to fulfill their basic necessities and cover costs for school fees and educational materials.
Peer pressure leading to engage in addiction and other antisocial activities. If their parents or families realize that what their children engaged in such unacceptable behaviors, many of the children choose to live and work on the streets.
Some children living and working on the streets were brought from rural areas to cities by their relatives, by convincing their parents that they would support them with their education. However, many of these children become victims of labour and other exploitative practices. As a copying mechanism, children run away from home and live on the streets.
[bookmark: _Toc159430625][bookmark: _Toc159879804][bookmark: _Toc159880210][bookmark: _Toc159880336][bookmark: _Toc160114622]3.9.3 Recommendations 
Children on street situations suggested the following recommendations to the government to better protect their rights. 
1) The government should respect the rights of children in the street and provide them with basic necessities of life like such food, and shelter. 
2) Government should provide educational opportunities for street children.
3) The government should build shelters, rehabilitation centers, and schools to children living and working on the street.  
4) The government should make sure that responsible government bodies such as the Police are discharging their responsibilities as per the law. 
5) The government should raise awareness and make sure that the laws are been implemented properly on the people assigned as protectors.
6) The government must pay attention and take children's rights seriously and work on them because children are the most important part of society and future generations. 

[bookmark: _Toc159430626][bookmark: _Toc159879805][bookmark: _Toc159880211][bookmark: _Toc159880337][bookmark: _Toc160114623]3.10 Children in conflict with the law 
[bookmark: _Toc159879806][bookmark: _Toc159880212][bookmark: _Toc159880338][bookmark: _Toc160114624][bookmark: _Toc159430627]3.10.1. Positive experiences 
Child offenders in Addis Ababa stated that they are getting essential services like education and counseling supports. They noted that they are getting psychological support, and they have a good counseling session every Friday and they liked it. They are attending their education in the elementary and high schools. Respondents said that the Juvenile Correctional Center is doing its best to protect their rights. 
[bookmark: _Toc159430628][bookmark: _Toc159879807][bookmark: _Toc159880213][bookmark: _Toc159880339][bookmark: _Toc160114625]3.10.2. Critical child right issues and major challenges  
Child offenders stated that their necessities of life that are crucial for the healthy development of children are not adequately provided.  When they are sick, child offenders do not easily get to access to health services. The available health facilities do not give free health services for child offenders who do not have families to pay some of the health-related expenditures. Furthermore, health professionals don’t work beyond eight hours and in the weekends. One female child said, “there is no specific support for females during ministration period.” Children also mentioned that in the Juvenile Correctional Center, there is a problem of water availability and children getting rehabilitation services in the Juvenile Correctional Center have extreme shortages of clothes.  
Another critical issue raised was that when children completed their rehabilitation in the juvenile correction center, there are no support systems to facilitate the reunification and reintegration of these children into the families and communities. Furthermore, there is no categorization of children in contact with the law based on age and the level and types of illegal acts they committed. Due to this. a child who committed a pity crime and a child with severe criminal acts stay together. This may lead children to learn some unique and severe criminal behaviors from others. 
Moreover, some incidents of disagreements among children themselves in the Juvenile Correctional Center was reported including psychological attacks of female child offenders.  The sources of the problems were reported to be past histories and their background differences that include family history and educational level. Children respondents further mentioned that center staff insult children in disrespectful way that impact their psychological wellbeing.  
[bookmark: _Toc159879808][bookmark: _Toc159880214][bookmark: _Toc159880340][bookmark: _Toc160114626][bookmark: _Toc159430629]3.10.3. Recommendations 
Child researchers and child offenders forwarded the following recommendations.  
1. Addis Ababa Juvenile Correction Center is the only center in Ethiopia. Thus, the government as a primary duty bearers should establish additional centers in the regions. 
2. The Juvenile Justice officials should allocate resources to provide adequate cloth and health. water and other basic services to child offenders in the Juvenile Correctional Center. 
3. The government should ensure that child offenders are properly treated in the correctional centers as per the laws of the country and CRC in child friendly ways. This includes the number of years children should stay in the correctional centers. 
4. Concerned offices and the center should design technical and vocational training opportunities for child offenders in the Juvenile Correctional center.
5. Establish appropriate mechanisms to let child offenders meet with their families particularly for children coming from regions. 
6. Government should prioritize and invest in child rights-based approach to diversion as a way of community-based correction program in at least major cities of Ethiopia. 
[bookmark: _Toc159430630][bookmark: _Toc159879814][bookmark: _Toc159880220][bookmark: _Toc159880346][bookmark: _Toc160114627][bookmark: _Toc158694988]iii. Concluding remarks 
Children are highly vulnerable group of society. Children on the street situation, displaced children, children affected by conflict and war, and children with disabilities are children who need special protection measure by the state and non-state actors. The government is primary duty bearer to protect the rights of all children. While there is good progress made in education, health, and child participation, a lot remains to be done to ensure the survival, protection, and healthy development of all children in all circumstances.  The government should ensure that the rights of all children especially those impacted by inequality and discrimination are respected protected and fulfilled to create a society that respects and upholds children’s rights. Children emphasized that duty bearers at different level should be held accountable for their obligations towards realizing children’s rights in Ethiopia.  
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