Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
Informative note on the participation of stakeholders
23rd session & 14th pre session (17 August –-18 September 2020)
Informative note for the participation of stakeholders
SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, no physical meetings will take place in Geneva during the 23rd session and 14th PSWG of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
23rd session
The constructive dialogues with States parties and the adoption of Concluding observations are postponed to future sessions. The CRPD Committee, however, is continuing its monitoring activities and is currently identifying the programme of work that will be held remotely in the 23rd session.
Fourteenth pre-sessional working group (PSWG)
The PSWG of the Committee will adopt Lists of Issues and Lists of Issues prior to reporting remotely. The concrete dates and modalities of participation through oral briefings for all stakeholders with the members of the PSWG will be posted soon.
The Committee will adopt Lists of Issues, or LOIs, for the following seven countries (in alphabetical order):
Andorra, Bahrain, Burkina Faso, Israel, Kazakhstan, Togo, and Zambia
The Committee will adopt Lists of Issues prior to reporting, or LOIPR for: Chile and Qatar 
Written contributions to the Committee
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We recommend that you send alternative reports relating to countries originally scheduled for the 23rd session at a future stage, once a date of consideration of the reports is set. 
· Please send your written contributions for the 14th Pre-sessional working group by 17 July 2020. We do not guarantee that the Committee will consider contributions received after the deadline.
· You will not receive an acknowledgement of reception. Unless you clearly indicate that the submission is confidential, it will be posted on the CRPD website. 
· Word limit: maximum of 10,700 words in the case of alternative reports and a maximum of 5,350 words for other submissions (for example suggested Lists of Issues; Lists of Issues prior to reporting)
Oral briefings
Please find below CRPD practices on Oral statements:
· For OPD coalitions: the average speaking time is 7 MINUTES
· For single organizations: the average speaking time is 5 MINUTES
· An electronic version of your statement needs to be provided at least 48 hours in advance
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