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PROC LAMATION NO.1233/2021

FROCLAMATION
RECOGNIZING the vital role of courts in
the administration of justice and the need to
ensure that courts exercise their judicial functions
free of all internal and external influences and in
the spirit of complete independence and

accountability;

DETERMINED to establish a judiciary that
upholds the supremacy of the law and earns and
maintains the trust of the people by ensuring
transparency, impartiality and public confidence in
the process by which judges are appointed as well as
by ensuring that members of the judiciaf); conduct
their judicial functions with complete independence,

impartiality and accountability;

26" D 2o, TGS
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WH.JREAS in order to achleve the above

; the Judlclal Admlmstratlon Councﬂ estabhshed

' under Proclamation No.684/2010 in fundamental

ways;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with

Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

proclaimed as follows.

CHAPTER ONE

| ‘GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Tifle | |
This Proclamation may be cited as “Federal
-Judicial_ | Administration |

No.1233/20217.

" Proclamation

2. Definition
Unless the context requires otherwise, in this
Proclamation:
1/ “Couneil” means the Federal Judicial

Administration Council;
2/ “Secretariat” means the Secretariat of “the

Council;

3/ “Constitution” means the constimtiori' of the

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

4/ “Court or Courts” means the Federal First
_ Instance Court or the Federal Courts or the
Federal Supreme Court or all Federal High

- Courts;
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5/ “President”

Federal Supreme Court
6/ “Head of Secretarlat means a person
-appomted by the Councrl to lead the

Secretanat of the Council; 1

‘ 7/ “Federal Judge” means -any person who- is

g appomted to work as a Judge by the Ethlopra _

Federa‘i Democratic Republic of House of

Peoples Represenatives’ including the

|- Presndents and Vlce Presrdents of the Federal'

|
! COUﬂS | !

Conduct and Dlsmphnary Rr]es of Procedure

approved by the Cou cil and other
. ' L '
Regulation‘s / enacted - based on
~ Proclamation; o

9! “Assrstant Judge means a person who eams

the councﬂ to carry out ali Jud1c1a1 activities in

' support and under the supervrsron of a Judge '

or Judges except on basrc _]udlClal function of a

judge;

10/ “Commlttee” irieans ‘a committee estabhsrsed _ |

by the Coundil in accordance with Amcle i4

of thrs Proclamallon, A !

1/= “Commlttee member” means a person who

‘means the Presrdent of the‘

~ at least first degree 1n law and appomted by -

8/ “Regulatlon” means the J chcral Code of

this-

1s a mernber ofa Councﬂ assrgned as member

L o_f.:ra;_-;,,su_ib7comm1‘1:_tee.. e_stabh;ixegf under Article

|
.+ 14 ofthis Proclamation; .
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2/ *Non-Judicial Staff” means all personnel of

the judicial;y_' including .personnel of the

.- secretariat of Council other than appointed

. Judges: .

15/ “Judicial misconduct™ means any act that is

14/

- recognized as misconduct by the Regulation

on the - Judicial Code of Conduct and

dISClp]mary rules of procedure

Manifest incompetence™ mean- an act which

is specified in the Regulation on the judfik:ial

. eode of conduct and rules: of disciplinary

procedure and includes an act of committing

._error. of law or fact unbecoming to" the

. rcompetence by trammg and experience which

15/ -

6/

~earned

" contributed " or

the professmn requlres,

Dlstmomshed mdw;dual ” ineans a person

who, on account ‘of her professional

competence, mtegrlty and commitment to
sunremac_\? of the law and social justice, has
respect and - acceptance and has

would  contribute | to

“development ~of the justice system and
- supremacy of the law and social justice in

~ Ethiapia;

‘Basnc Judtcnal Functlon of a judge” means
conduct hearmﬂs 1dent1 ty material facts of the

case’ and reievant appircable law, identify

“issues. receive testimony of witnesses, render

and pronounce judgements, orders, hear

applications of a party or parties;
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17/ ‘Ad-ohc Judge means Ad-hoc Judge is any
person who is nommated by the coun(:1l and

: appomted by the House of Peoples
'Representativé'to serve as a Federal Judgé,:;for
limited time in order 1o carry out basic judicia] :

* activities. with the hiighest: professional and”
ethical competence, and abides by the judicial

' resp0n51b1]1t1es and dutles | 5

18/“Person means a natural or Jundlcal person

19/ Any ex_pression_ in the masculine gender

includes the feminine.

This Proclamation shall have the following -

: ob]ectlves
i/ To establish a legal framework and
procedures * that ensure fransparency
 impartiality and public confidence in the
process by which judges are appointed as .
well as by ensuring tﬁat .me‘r_nbers of the
'judici_a;ry conduct their judicial functions
with complete independence, impartiality
and accountability; * |
2/ To enable the judiciary to exércise its
judicial function free from any and all
internal and cxtemal ihﬂuences; |
3/ To maintain a Judicial System that up‘hol'ds
the supremacy of the law and earns and
mamtams satisfaction and trust of the
people. _
4. Scope Of Avplication
This Proclamation shall be apphcable on
Federal Courts and federal judges appoi inted at

all level of Courts and non-judicial personal

working in Federal Courts.
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-1/ The Federal Judlclal Admlmstratxon Counml
(heremafter referred to as “the Councﬂ”) is

hereby estabhshed by thrs Proclama‘uon

2/ The Council shall have its own Secretariat

Office with legal personality, head “of

Secretariat, budget and necessary staff. -

6. Members of the Council

1. " The Council shall have the following _ruembers:

~a) The Presideut of the"'Federal Supreme
Court | L -
b) The Vice Pre31dent of the Federal Supreme
Court; )

c) The Federal Attorney General;

d) The President of the Federal High Court; '

e) The President of the Federal First Instance

Court; -

- 1) Two parialment members elected by the
Federal House of Peoples Representatives

which one female and one male;

g) A Senior Federal Supreme Court judge |
selected by all the Federal Supreme Court

Judges |
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H) The Chief Registrar of the Federa]

. Supreme Court;

1) Three judges from Federal Courts elected
by Federai Judges General Meetmg of

“ which two from the three shall be female ;

_]) One from Ethloplan Bar Assoc1at10n
. practlcmg lawying havmg not less than

Seven years’ practlce,

k) One legal dcademic'an having not less than -
ten years of teaching experience nominated -
by the association or consortium of faw

~schools of accredited higher - education '
inétitutio_ns; '
1) One'distinguished citizen appeinted by the
| Council in accordance with Article 2 (15)
of this Proclamation and criteria to be
approved by the Council, -

2/ The President and Vice President of the
Federal Supreme-COun shall respectively be
the Chair person and Deputy Chairperédn of
the Council.

3/ 'Whe_re the Chairper_sonl and Depufy

Chairperson are unable to carry dut their
responsibilities; the Council may elect one

- of the Council members as tefnpdrary_-

Chairperson.
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4/ Members of the Council shall abide by all

rules and decisions of the Council.

T

7. ‘Confidentiality -

;1_/. All deliberations not officially disclosed by |
the C_oﬁncil'shail remain conﬁdenﬁai. |

2/ Any member of the Council or any person

who participates in meetings'of the COBncil

" has  the- responsibility to ;espéct

confidentiality of deliberations of the

Council.

8. 'P@wers-aﬂd Duties of 'ﬂ_ne C(;imcii
The Council shall have the following Powers

and Duties;

1/ To select and nominate competent candidates
as much as possible ffom'al_i Regions for

_ judgéship for Federal courts;

-

.2/ To céllect or cause to be collected all and
any relevant information from any person
or institution concerning candidates
nominated for .appointment ‘as Federal

- judges, Pr_esiden‘.[‘and' Vice-President of the
Federal ngh :Court and -First Instance
| Court and nominate and present to- the -
Prime Minster candidates who are eligibie
to  appoint by the House of Peoples’

Represéntatives.
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3/ To appoint-the heads of the-Secretariat
offices, Registrars of the Federal Courts,
assistants judges and other officials of the '-
Council upon presentation ., by the-
President and decide on their salaries,
allowances, other benefits and the
conditions upon which they may be

removed from their positions;

4/ To forward its opinion on the list of
' Regional: Supremé and ‘High Court
candidate judges, submitted to it by
Regional - Judicial | .Ad-ministration
‘Councils pursuant to Article 81(4) of the

Constltutlon

5/ To issue work Directive for the Secretariat
of the Council and sUpervisé its

implementation;

.6/ . To Issue working procedure of sub-
comrﬁitteeé and periodically evaluate
whéther- committees  carry out- their
responsibilities and make decisions

accordingly;

7/4 To follow up and decide on disciplinary
cases instituted against presidents. and
~vice pfesidents of Federal high and f rst
instance courts and Federal gudges and to

follow up its 1mplementatlon

- 8/ To decide on the p_romotien, salary,

allowance, leave, medical and other

benefits of Federal judges;
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-9/ To issue a Judicial Code of Conduct and'
| Rules‘ of D-lsc_lpl_mary Procedure - for
_ fcderal judges and to follow up Ats

- implementation;

10/ To remove immunity of federal judges

“suspected of criminal offences;

11/ To Is;sue detailed Directives for sglection -
of candidates for Federal court judges;

12/ To Issue womenswho have a competent
become ‘mainstreamed into nomination

and recruitment for Federal Courts ;

13/ To issue Performance Appraisal criteria
. for presidents and vice ‘presidents of
Federal Courts and other Federal Judges

and to follow up its implementation;

~ 14/ To decide on the allowances to be paid

for members of the Council;

" Regulation to  administer
" administrative workers of Federal Courts
by ~the House of Peoples’

Representatives.

9. Powers and Duties of the Chair Person of i

the Council
The Chairperson of the Councﬂ shall have the

following Powers and Daties:

1/ To preéide over the meetings of the Council;
2/ To prepare ard present to the Council
meeting agendas in consultation with the

Coungcil Secretariat;
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10. Powers = and Duties  of the

oAt

3/ To Present to the Prime Minister candidates
-selecte'df;:by the Council as. judgés to the
'_Federai  Courts, president and vice

.prgéident. of the Federal High Court and

First Instance Court for appointment b}} the

House of Peoples’ Representatives;

4/ To direct and supervise the'S_ecretariat of the

Council.

. Deupty

~ Chairperson of the Council .

The qu_uty Chairperson shall:

i/ Represent and preside over the_-.rheeti‘ngs of
the Council in a‘bsence of the Chairperson;

, and; | | |
2/ Perform other tasks as assigned to by the |
Cﬁairperson of the Council.

I Meetmg of the Cou ncil

1/ The Coungcil shall hold a regular meetmg

once'in a month; however it may meet at

any time where found necessary;

2/ There shall be a _Quormn Where t.wol thirds
(2/3) of the members of the Council are

present;

3/ N‘otwithstandin‘g ex-cepti.ona] circumstances
r which 'require spécial majority,'degisions of
the Council shall be passed by a simple
rriajori{y vote of the members present at a
“meeting; in case of a tie, thé Chairpéréon

‘shall have a casting vote; -
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§1«,’-A member-of-the Council against whom

-' di_séip]inary ,p‘roceedings ‘are  instituted
'shall not sit in meetings of the Council or
in commlttee meetmgs in Wthh his case

1s concemed

5/ Without ‘prejudice to the Provisions of
Sub-Article 1.~ 4 of this Article, the

"~ Council may. draw up its own rules of

procedure.

' _'.Withqut:prejudice to this Article' 6 Sub-

13.

Article (3) ‘Of 7‘ this Proclamation, any
: ﬁmen.}be‘r of t_hé Council shall not delegate ité

-P;owérs and responsibil‘ities entrusted to its
| by this Proclamation to any individual.

Qath

Members of the before

assuming office, take an oath-afﬁrfnin'g that

Council shali,

" they will cdrry out the high responsibilities

- knowledge

conferred on them to the best of their

and ~ experience fairly,
independently, impartially and in accordance
with the letter and.‘.spirit of the laws of the

country.

’14anmmges_oi'.1hs'&ﬂnns;ﬂ

l/ln order to effectively carry out  its

responS“lbilltles the Council shall organize ad
ho_c and  standing commlttees whose
membershlp may be drawn from members of
the Council or non-members of the

council.HoWever. other standipg committee
~ members whose not a'member of a council

become including on the Committee.
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2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article 1 of this
Article, the Council shall organize the
following committees:-

a) Candidztes seleetion,' jﬁdge 'pro_moticm’

and transfer, committee; _
'b) Human Resource budget & ﬁnance salary,
allowances and benefits commrttee

: c) Judicial Code of Conduct and Dlsmplme '

commlttee

3/ Each cemmif:tee_ of -the - Council shall have

expert assigned by the Secretariat “on
- permanent basis. The éssigned .exp'ert shall
'_ carryout the day to day actlvmes Bf the
committees in accordance WIth the gmdance
gwe_n to them by the head of the Seeretanat ,

and chairpersons of respective committees;

" 4/ Committee ‘membets shall not _dele:gate: their

- responsibilities t6 other Council‘members or
any other persen; |
5/ Committees shall .perform their respective

-duties  in" . accordance with: working

procedures adqpfedrby the Council.

- 15, Sec-retériat ef'ﬂ.le"Cdijncil |

-1/ The Secretariat-of the Council shall have a
head of Secretariat, budget and necessary
_staff; | |

2/ The Head of the Secretariat shall be
appointed. by the Council m accordance

with criteria _app_foved by the Council; -
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3/  The Head of the Secretariat shall report to

 the Chigizypersonof the Council;

4/‘ The Head of the Secretariat shall serve as

secretary to Council meetings.

,'1'6‘ ‘Powers and Duties of the Secretariaf

The Secretanat shall have the foliowmg

" Powers and: Duties: E

1/ To 'pi'epare, annual- work plan and budget

~ of'the Coungil;.
2/ To receive cemplain'g_s on judges presented
| _ pursuant to Article - 38 ~of this
Proclamatlon refer the complamts to the
relevant committee _ and _ present
recommendat:ons of the comnnttee on

such comp]amts to the Councﬂ

3/ To present the decisions with --the signature
_.of the chairperson of the council to
relevant body -and fol]ow up and

s 1mp]ement the dec151ons

4) To organize personal fi Ies of federal judges;

" follow-up that the files are updated with
necessary 1nf0rmat10n and present files
.'when requested by releva.nt committee of
the Council; R _ _ |

:5) To -organize, file “and keep full and
y .comprehensive documents on the Council’s
and sub-committees’ minutes and other

- relevant records in an appropnate manner;

| ‘6) To ass1gn permanent experts to commlttees
who have the competence skills - _and
experience relating to the work of

" committees and  follow | up . their

performance;
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17.

9) To

7 To 'Preparervarious training for judges to
enhance ?their professidnal skills; -

8). ’T_p-ens_ui‘e that appra_isal;of federal judges is

4 fhe court

regularly onducted by

administration in accordance with the

standard issued by the Councﬂ,

follow-up- impiementat_i:on . of .
administrative matters regarding Federal
judges -together. with relevant committees’

chalrmen and experts

' Powers And Duties of The Head of The

Secretarlat

The Head of the Secretariat of the Council

shall have the following Powers and Duties:

1/ Under the guidance and supervision of the
| Chairpefso_n_ ~of the Council, to prepare

~ agendas for Cdﬁngil ~ meetings  and
distribute to aH members of the Council at
least three days in advan';:e of the meeting
of the Couneil.
2/ To serve as secretary on meetings of the
| Council, ‘kee'p minutes of the Counciig
| ~ follow up that minutes are signed by

“members of the Council;

3/ To Coordinate and manage ,t_he‘day today
~ function of the Secretariat Office.
4/ Tb organize offices of the sub-committees
of the Council and asSign‘ secretaries
assistants for the committees.
5/ To pay allowances to 'mémbers of the

- Council.
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6/ - In-consultation with'the chairpersons of the

committees, to prepare and present the 7
annual work: plans and budgefs of the

Council to the Chairperson of the Council;

7/ To lead staff of the Siecret.ariat; |

8/  Under the guidance and supervision of the

) Chairpers'dn of the Council, to -present
regular' reports to the Council on the
implementétion‘ of the work plan;

9/ To perform or cause fo be performed all
activities under Article 16 and other
relevant provisions of this Proclamation; -

10/ To perforrri_ other duties assigneﬂ to his by

-the Chairperson of the Council.

18. Term of Office of Members af' the Council

. With the exception of rr-iemBers be the Council
app_o-interd under Article 1 from a - g the term of
‘office of all other members shall be four years.
A member may be re-elected only for one

additional term.

19. Removal From ' -M:embers‘hip of. The

1. With the exception of members of the
Council appointed under Article 6 (1) (a),
(b), (¢, (d), (&) and g, a -me_mBé_r- of the
‘Council shall cease to be a meﬁber thereof
when: | |

a) He is sentenced to imprisonment for
commission of a criminal offence,
b) He becomes iﬁcapabie to properly

discharging his duties due to illness; -
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¢) He is elected to the Houise of Peoples’
Représentatives or appbinted to or
transferred to an executive position in

Federal or State deemmeht;

~d) He is disqua]iﬁed from mémbership
" by a two-thirds vote of the Council for
violating internal Regulations ~ and

procedures of the Council;

e) Heis otherwise declared unfit for the

high responsibilities of the office.

2. Any member of the Counéil' wiShing o resign
~ shall prov1de a one-month prlor IlOthG to the

Councﬂ in wrltmg through the Secretarlat

CHAPTER THREE,

Judlclal Appomtment Training, Tenure and
Termmlatlon

- 20. General Reqmrements for Agpomtment as
a Federal Judg_ ~

W:thout pre_]udlce to. the apphcablhty of .
additional requirements under Arnc_le 21, 22,
ahd 23" of this 'Pfoé]amation on judges‘
appoinied ‘respectively: to the: Féderal First
Instance court, Federal High Court and Federal
Supreme court, a  person who fuh" Is the |

- following may be appointed as .a Federal

judge:-
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' 21

| 1) Be an Ethiopian National;

- 2) Have a proven reputation for probity,_‘ _

integrity, honesty, and be free from.

morally repugnant conduct;

3) . Be of good health and display a sense of
- duty, responsibility and diligence of thé_
highest standﬁr_d' fitting the position by
virtue of his competence to assume the

responsibility of being a judge;

4) Have a sense of justice and is committed

" to respect for the rule of law; _.

5) Be willing to serve as a judge;
_'6)' Be free frém' crimin{ﬂ lgonviction except
~ for minor contraventions
?) Be niot less than fhe age of 30; -
8) He]d at least an LLB -Degreé from a
recegnizéd insti‘fufion‘ of higher 1éaming.

Addrtlenal Reqmrements for Appomtmelt
as J udge at Federa! First Instance Court

' A persons. ehglble for appomtment as Federal .

specified

First Instance -Court . Judge shall fulf' 1 the

| followmg in addltlon to general requlrements

under _Artlcle 20 of this

Proclamation. -

1/ At least three years of e)iperience as
assistant judge and whose track record for-

sincerity,g ihtegrity, diligence  and

competence s ascertained by the
candldates rccruxtmen‘t comnuttee of the

| Councﬂ, |
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2/ Oﬁe. who has ser.'ved' as judgé‘s assistant and
“worked as judge in regional courts for at
least three 'years; and whose track record
for "s_in.cerity,' integrity, diligeng_:e" and
competence is ascertained by the Judges \

gecruitment committee of the Council,
- 3/° Ome who served as a puBEic prosecutor or
legal advisor or Lawyér for three years;
4/ Legal advisor or attorhey or lecturer in law
" in an institutidn of higher learning or any -

_other area as legal professional for five

years; and whose track record for sincerity,

mtegrlty, diligence and _ competence is'_ _
ascertamed by the Judges recrultment

commlttee of the Councﬂ

S/ The candidates shall be willing and show
readiness to participate in additional i:rai'ning, o

| where necessary, . o R
6/ -Notwistanding the . érgiteria -specified -under
“ this provision the Council will issue a
Directive for the c{)_nduqf of ratio of Wdrlg\
expejriénce and educétiqna] "backgro.und
' and for the calcul'ation of Work experience
of "c.andi‘dates' wh.ol served in various

profession and institution.

~ 22, Additiénal R'e'guir'fements. for Appointment

as Judge at Federal High Con rt

A persons eilglble for appomtment as Federal N
Hl_gh Court judge shall fulﬁ]_ the following in -
addition to 'gene_ra] ré'quiremei‘ifss specified

under Article 20 of this Proclamation.
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"1/ One w_h'o has served as a Federal First

Instance court judge or One who has served
as a Regionalf High Court judge for at least
~seven years and whose track rece'rd for
smcerlty, integrity, diligence and competence
is ascertamed by the candldates recmitment :

commlttee of the Council; or

2/ One Who has Served a pUbllC prosecutor or
aﬁomey or. legai consultant as a State High

Court judge for at least seven years, s

3/ one who has served as legal advisor or as

lecturer in law in as institution of Ihi'ghelj
" learning or any other legal service for at
least .tweive years and whose track record
integrity, diligence, and
ascertained by the

fer sincerity,
_compe"tence' is
candidates’ recruitment committee of the

B Ceuncii' | |

4/ Notw1thstand1ng sub- artlcle ‘a’,' b’ a.nd ‘c’
- of this _artlcle_, a perso.n who throughout his
~ -career has demonstrated s‘i\neeﬁty, integrily,
~dedication, diligenee and eompetence of
the hlghest standa.rd and has served 3/4 of
the preserlbed perlod of serv1ce for each
posmon could - be nominated for
appointment to the Federal High court bya

two thirds majority vote of the Council; -

5/ The eand“idates' shall ‘Be wiliing "len'd show

readiness * to participate in  additional

‘training where 'necessafy;
6/ The Councﬂ shall issue a Dlrectlve to
calculate the length of serv1ce of candidates

who served at various professmn and

mstltutlons
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23 Addltlonal Requlrements for Appomtmefnt,

as Federal Supreme Court Judge o

- A persons eligible ,for appomt_ment as Federal
Supreme Court judge shall fulfil the following
- in addltlon to general requ1remer1ts specn" ed

under Artlcle 22 of ﬂ'llS Proc]amatmn

I_/ One who has served as a Federal l—lI-igh
- Court Judge for at least ten years and who

demonstrated dedicatlon, sincerity,
integrity and competence is- ascertained by
the ':judge’s recruitment committee of the

. council; or ¢

2/ Notwithstanding Sub-Article 1 of this
.ar\ticle_,”a person who throughout her career
has demonstrated ‘sincerity,  integrity,
. dedication, ‘diligence and competenée of
the highest standard and has served 2/3™ of
the prescribed pe_rlod_ of service' for each
position could be  nominated _ for
appointment to the Federal Supreme court
by a two thirds majority uote of the
Council. = L
3/ Notwithstanding Sub-article 1, and 2 of this .
article, a person who throughout his career
has demonstrated sincerity, inteérity,
dedication, diligence and é-ornpetence of -
‘the highest standard and has served at least
20 years of service in any.legal prufession
-c_ould be nominatéd for appointment-to the
féderal Supreme court 'byia two _ thirds

majority vote of the Council.
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24 Adhoe Iudges of Federal H.lgh court and-.
Eirst ]nstance Courts ) :
lfNoththstandmg art;cle ”0 23 of - this

| Proclamatlon a person who  has
_ ,d_emonstrated o smcerity, integrity,
dedication, dlllgence and professional

éofnpeténce Qf the hlghest standard and
h.a.sgs-e.r;ve:d at least -15 years in public
off'ce could be nommated as an ad-hoc
Judge by 7/ majorlty vote ofthe council
and appomted by the House of Peoples’

Representative.

2/ The term of service of an ad.-'_th'jlud'ge shall .

not be more than 3 years.

-3/ An ad-hoc judgé shall be subjected to all

~ obligations of federal judges which 'set—fo_r_th

~ inthis Proclamation. ' _

4/ The I'l‘-"h'[S and beneﬁts of ad- hoc Judges shall
be determined by the Regulatlon issued by

the council. |

~25. Tenure ofJudges _
1/~ Without prejudlce to prowsmns under

of this

~ Article 31 P'roclamatlon_ on
terminatior, once appointed judges. enjoy
full security of tenure until they reach the
mandatory agé of retirement, which is set
at 65 (sixty-five) years. A jﬁdge may retire

at 60 years of age if he wishes to do so.
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2/ Without prejudlce to Sub- Artlcle 1 of this .
provision,’ a Federal judge who works in
public service for 25 years may retire atthe

ageof 55 .

3/ The council may allow a judge who serves
20 years as a judge if he encounters suffers
from serious illness which affects his-

-judicial work.

4/ Re]evant cwﬂ servants pensmn laws shall
k' be apphcable for all pensxon related issues |
which are  not covered by this

Proclamation.

~ 26. Promotion and Transfer of Judges

1/ A Federal judge shall be fjrome}t'ed within

the same level of court based ng,i

demonstrated  competence, dedication, -

diligence - and  service j--and' upon

recommendatiOns submltted to and

accepted by the Counc1l

2/ The council may temporarily assign a
‘Federal Judge on his will from one level
‘of “'Federal “Court to \an-other' when

n’é‘-éessa’ry and for good cause.
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3/ _Any. judge may be transferred: from'ohe |
division to another .or from one place to
aﬁoﬂi_er place b)./. the deciel;on of the
respective presidents ‘ of Federal COﬁrts.

taking in to account the ,pfefessional

-+ competence and experience of -the jﬁdge

* and the necessity of the -situation that
makes the transfer necessary. Details
mcludmg comp]amt handling procedures
shall be specifi ed by a Directive to be

| issued by the Federal Supreme C_Zourt.

- 27. Training of Judges

Judges shall have _the[ duty to undergo in all

~_regular and continuing judicial trainings.

-28. Salarv of Judges

The salary of the president and vice president
~ of the Federal Supreme Court and all other
Federal judges may 4be, determined by the
Ceuncil take into aecoimt the ]iving etandard ,

and econormcal capacnty of the country

29B.ensﬁmzﬁhm£:s

1/ Without prejudlce to relevant laws related
- to judges’ rights and benefits, a judge of

Federal courts shall have nd VIP service.

2/ Without prejudice to the detail regarding
~ rights and benefits of judges may be
determined by a Regulation issued by the

council.
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30. Leave of Federal Judges Partlcmatlon in
Research | -

1/ Federal Judges shall have annual,
maternity, paternity, accident and other
leaves which shal] be determined by a

Regulatron lssued by the council.

2/ Federa‘.l ' judge shall have the right to
"participate in research and training’

consistent with their judicial function. -

3/ A Federal Judge who has completed

7 umnterrupted servwe of at least 10 years

shall have the right to up to 6 months |

research Iéév'e necessary for research

u'ndértaking‘sq Détails shall be speciﬁed

in a Directive to be issued by the Federal
Su_preme_‘Co.urt. |

31. Termination of Tenure :

1/ The tenure of any Federal court judge shall -

not be terminated except-on the following

grounds:

a) When attains a retirement ‘age as |
indit:ated under Article 25 of this
Proclamatlon or where he has attamed

age 60 and wishes to retlre

- b) where tenders resignation by giving a

three months advance written notice;
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c) Serlous 1Ilness whlch bars a ]udge from
properiy undertake his Judrmal service;

' d) where mamfests gross mcompetence

and thls is ascertamed by the Judicial

'Admmlstratlon Counc:l and a decision

1s made to end her tenure;

' e) Where commlt’red a breach of drscrp]me

and ascertamed by the_ Judicial
Admrmstrat;on Council and a decision

- 1s made toremove .

2/ A decision made by the Council to remove the |
judge under Sub-Article 1 (¢) and (¢) of this
- article shall: be, effective where the House of
Pe'opies__’r Representatives approves the decisions

- of the Council.

32. Prohibitions of Termination of Tenure
-1/ Without prejudice to other laws regarding

- licensing of attorneys, a federal judge

‘Whose_ tenute is terminated shall not
. ap;ﬁear before any: bench at federal court
level in whi’ch"he served as a judge
representing li'tigants for a period of two
-ears starting from the fast date of

termination of office.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub- Ar’ncle (1) of
thrs artlcle engagement of a former federal
Judge in atforney service shali not be a
cause to lose benefits prescribed under

other relevant laws.
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3/ A- '-Federal'- jﬁdge ~whose - tenure is
terminated on grounds . of breach of -
diséipline shall not be .cntitled to receive
benefits payable by law upon termination

of tenure of judges.

33. Teriﬁination of -Tenﬁre of President and

vice President of Federal supreme ourt

1/ Without prej udice to art1c1e 31(1) (a)(b)(d)

of this proclamation, article 31(1)c)- or (e)

) shall be applicable to the President or vice
President of tﬁe Federaﬁ Supréme Court
pursuant to the fo]lowing procédures;it
shall be applicable on the basis of this
article Article Sub (2).

2/ The case concerning the teznﬁnatién of tenure
_president or vicé president shall be decided
by the Council_ahd foll@wing the .request of
the Prime minster the . House Peoples
-Representatives shall approve ~ the

decision by simple majority vote. -

" CHAPTER FOUR

Rights of Judges

- 34, Judicial Imn_lunitv

1/ Federal Judges may not have civil liability

'f(_)r actions taken in their official capacity.

2/ A Federal judge may mnot be arrested,
detained or prosecuted unless caught .
grave crime in flagrante deIi‘cto_ his

immunity is lifted by the Council.
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3/ The- detail. procedure of lifting of judges
‘-jr_nmunity shall be deteffnined by. the
-Re’gulatioﬁ issued by the fed:eral éupreme
court. o | |

35. Freedom of Expressitm

Federal Judges shall have the right to speak,
write, ‘.partic'ipate.' in social and rel.igit;ﬁs
affairs, participate in “training and research
undertakings as provided for and guaranteed .
under the _ Constitution and other laws
provided this may not be inconsistent wiih the
principles of judicial independehce and
impartiality. | |
36. Prohibition against Membership in a

Political Party and Political Participation

1/ No Federal judge shall be a member of any
- political party or advance active political
causes publicly or be a supporter of same

or participate in political party meetings.

2/ Without preju’dice‘ to Provisions under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, judges shall have
the right to elect. |

3/ A judge who wishes to run for political
ofﬁce.may do so provided he resigned
judicial post at least one year in.advance of

the Election. .
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AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Transparency,  Imparitality  and

1/ -Decision, order and ruling of federal court

shall solely be based on the facts and the
law and shall be free from any internal or

external interference.

2/ The judicial activities~of Federal courts
~shall be transparent and public. Unless
provid_éd otherwise by law, they shall
conduct .judicial proceedirigs in-an open
- court. | |

'3/ Judicial proceedings of any Federal court :
shall be made in ways that allow access to
the public and the media. Details shall be
provided by a Directive to be issued by.

~the Federal Supreme Court.

4/ Federal courts shall have the duty to treat
all parties with iri_]partiality and equality.
They shail in particular follow up the
condition of Vdetenti_on of individuals held
.‘in\ custody accused of criiﬁinal offences
| pending trial. '

38. Responsibility OF A Judge
1/ Every Federal Judge shall have the duty to

be transparent, free and impartial on cases

assigned.
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2/ Un}ess decided otherw1se in accordance
| w1th law, every federal Judge shall have the
duty to _ho-»}d proce.edmgsof cases assigned

in p.ublic.

3/ Evely Federal judge shall be accountable
for breach of judicial code of conduct s
where he commlts an offence on account of
‘his judicli.al duties as .aju-dge or fails to do

what is required to do.

4/ Unless determined by fe‘levaﬁt law or
| 'dec-ided'by the council, eny Federal judge
shall not assume r'esponsibility or be
assi'gned to work either permanently or |
terhporarily to any function relating to the
work of the IegisIati%_re er_execuﬁve'organ.

‘while serving as a judge.

39. Complaint on Judjcial Misconduct =~
1/ Any person who is of the belief that a
. Judge acted in violation of the judicial
Code of Conduct or . any ene with
evidence on such _viol_atien may submit a
| provide

petition, complaint  or

information to the Council,

'- 2/ Where, because of the alleged violation
the judge is charged for, the proceedings
shall be speedy and the judge who is the

 subject of the proceedings shall have the
‘ﬁght to know and defend herself against
the charges. Details shall be provided in
the Judicial Code of Conduct and Rules

of Disciplinary procedure
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'3/ The .p‘efson who brought ,complaints. |
- . against the judge shall have the right to

know the decisions on the case.-

4/ Any d'iScip.'Iihary action taken against the

. Juc@e shall " solely . be - based on the
Constitution, this Proclamation and the
Judicial  Codé . of Conduct and
Dis‘cipli‘nary Rules of Procedure. . |

‘MISCELLANEQUS EBQM[S[QNS |

"40 BMQ&EI&ILAHMM

,FederaI Judicial Admmlstra‘uon council shall ‘
 allocate its budget by the H(:i_use of peoples’
Representatives which shall be sufficient to-

properly adfninister the office.

41 Audit

The  books of accounts "and budget of the
council shall be audited annua]ly by the

‘Federal Audltor General.

- 42. Human Resources

17 The Council shall have independence to
recruit, hire and administer their own non-

| judicial personnel.

2/The recruiﬁnent hire, - _._-plaéement,
'promotion transfer, 'trainihg, salary
increments and benef ts and dzscaplmary
matters of administrative personnel of -
Federal courts shall be g'overhed by a
Regulation adopted by the House of

Peoples Representatwes



W TENAE

LLLA 16T ONM kvC TE THVR TE b7 ENIT 9.9° Federal Negarit Gazette No. 18, 20° May, 2021 .. page 13042

LR

HE, PN avha | |
NP9, LLE i’."?.h‘y“ bRl WL
0T 8E . iy '

CmreyNE el P
RLBTIA: A
PernTaom BUPTA::

B Y P P — 808 L .i’.'t,“__

PF AR RIS hAA®-  AANAAT

NI OTIET 1R U P8l

HY o RS PAERS YT

i (MEL TN ALY RS

enT PNALYTF T ATINDNC (%09

YOI IAAT YT AG MR T 0167

'?.q‘_r‘fmn"} ATPIAIA A ?\1qhv~",‘"==
8, £ Ple-MT AT

& PREF ARTSRC Mh LU APE
Nl AL ATIPA PUReNTA RIOT

Lo

'.'@'/ Pl 20N MPAL RCE LT LU hPE |

AG  RIOTT  ATINLAYS  avand P
C APOT LTAA:: '
AE. ¢+0% 1T

Bl PR ANFRRC 0% TIRRe APE |

RPC APTHENE (MY APE FHZA:

E/eUT KPR f'f"ir_ﬁ’df}' Y arge AA M7
L oL ATISP RAGC (LY APE
Mospt- 180T AL AAROLP)
AT Large:: | o

hwFovs. 04T
' m’lhﬁ 1.

oo hAm9t LH

43. Oath

- A Federal j.udgé'. appointed at any

~level  shall  before - assuming.
' responsibilities take oath in

accordance with the constitution.

- "l ------as a Federal Ty mmmme

~ judge do swear that 1 will administer-
justice and protect rule of law with
absolute impartiality, i-ndépendehce
Vand _diiigence : Only"Based_, on the
constitution and- Ethio;_iian laws and

free from any bias".

" 44, Power to Issue Regulation

1/ The Judicial Administration Council shall
issue the necessary Regulations to give

effect to this PrOcIamzition.

2/ The Federal Supreme Court may issue
Directives for the implementation of this

Proclamation.

‘45, Repealed laws

1/ The Federal Judicial ~Administration
- Council ‘Establishment Proclamation No.
~ 684/2010 is hércby repealed and repiaced

by this Proclamation. =~

2/ No other Law or Customary practice which
s inconsistent with this Proclamation shall
have effect with respect  to matters

provided for in this Proclamation.
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- 46. Transitional Pro - -
. 1/ Pending disciplinary cases brought against

CAATA |
NLLLwm: 104
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Judges shall be decided by the Council

established by this *Proclamation .

2/ Récruitrﬁeht,' placement, promotion and

transter of nbn—judicial personnel after the

~ coming in to force of this Proclamaﬁon '
: shall be  governed in accordance with
prewouslv appllcable law , wnthout.

. contravening the principles provnded for i in.
: th!s Proclamation until the i lssuance of the

Regulation regarding the administration of

' non—Judlmal personnel

- 47. Effective Date
This Proclamation sha]l enter into force up on . F
the date of its approval by the House of
Peoples’ Replesentatwes on the 21% day of

January 2021.

. Done at Addis Ababa, On thls 20" Day of

May, 202!

SAHLEWORK ZEWDIE

PRESIDNET OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



