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Halley Movement, an ECOSOC registered NGO heading the Pan-Mauritius Coalition, was set up in 1990 and is working for the welfare of children and families in Mauritius and in SADC Africa Region. The main activities of Halley Movement and the Coalition are advocacy, research, training and publication of sensitization materials. Combating CSEC is a major focus of the coalition, which works with other partner NGOs to conduct field activities in the region and Mauritius. Helpline Mauritius (www.helplinemauritius.org) was initiated by Halley Movement in 2012.
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ECPAT International is a global network of civil society organisations working for the eradication of all forms of sexual exploitation of children. For the past 30 years, ECPAT has acted as the international watchdog, monitoring States’ response to sexual exploitation of children, and advocating for robust international measures to protect children from sexual exploitation. ECPAT International currently has 113 network members operating in 98 countries.
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[bookmark: _Toc31883664]Context of this thematic report

1. [bookmark: _30j0zll]In 2011, the Government of Mauritius (GoM) ratified the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC) and thus committed explicitly to combat child sexual exploitation (SEC) in Mauritius. In September 2015, through the adoption of the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development, the GoM re-committed explicitly to eliminate all forms of violence against children, including sexual abuse and exploitation.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Sustainable Development Goal Targets 5.2, 8.7 and 16.2.] 


2. [bookmark: _1fob9te]This thematic report is submitted to the CRC Committee in the context of the Simplified Reporting Procedure (SRP). The purpose of the report is to provide the CRC Committee with background information and suggestions of questions for the List of Issues Prior to the Reporting (LoIPR).

3. The content of this report is based on ECPAT International’s desk research and work experience and knowledge of Halley Movement. The scope of this thematic report is limited to SEC and its different manifestations, including exploitation of children in prostitution;[endnoteRef:2] online child sexual exploitation (OCSE); child sexual exploitation materials or abuse materials (CSEM/CSAM);[endnoteRef:3] trafficking of children for sexual purposes; sexual exploitation of children in the context of travel and tourism (SECTT) [endnoteRef:4] and child, early and forced marriage (CEFM). [2:  ECPAT prefers the term ‘exploitation of children in prostitution’ instead of ‘child prostitution’ in line with the recently widely adopted Terminology Guidelines. ECPAT International. (2016). Terminology Guidelines for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, Adopted by the Interagency Working Group in Luxembourg, 28 January 2016. Bangkok: ECPAT International.]  [3:  ECPAT prefers the term ‘child sexual exploitation material’ or ‘child sexual abuse material’ over the often still used ‘child pornography’ in line with the recently widely adopted Terminology Guidelines. Ibid., 39.]  [4:  Ibid., 54.] 


[bookmark: _Toc31883665]Current status and developments of sexual exploitation of children in Mauritius

4. In 2018, the country’s population was 1,267 million inhabitants, of which 283 thousand were under 18.[endnoteRef:5] Mauritius is the world’s 128th largest economy.[endnoteRef:6] It ranked 66th out of 189 countries in the latest Human Development Index released in 2019 by the United Nations Development Programme, indicating a high human development.[endnoteRef:7] The economy is heavily dependent on sugarcane and the tourism industry,[endnoteRef:8] which may increase children’s vulnerability to sexual exploitation.  [5:  UNICEF. (2019). “The State of the World’s Children 2019: Children, food and nutrition – growing well in a changing world”. 192.]  [6:  The World Bank. (2019). GDP Ranking Table 2018.]  [7:  UNDP. (2019). “Inequalities in Human Development in the 21st Century - Briefing note for countries on the 2019 Human Development Report – Mauritius”.]  [8:  Central Intelligence Agency US. (2019). “The World Fact Book: Mauritius”.] 


5. The GoM does not have a comprehensive and centralised data collection system at the national level to estimate the scale of SEC, which limits its ability to address the issue.[endnoteRef:9] According to 2018 statistics from the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutor, more child sexual abuse offences are committed against girls than boys.[endnoteRef:10] [9:  U.S Department of Labour. (2019). “2018 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labour – Mauritius”. ]  [10:  Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. (2018). E-Newsletter Issue 78. “Child Sexual Abuse seen from a psycho-socio-legal perspective”. 6. ] 


6. Exploitation of children in prostitution remains prevalent in Mauritius. According to Government’s data, in 2018 there were 149 reported cases[endnoteRef:11] involving 150 juvenile victims[endnoteRef:12] for the crime of sexual offences against children. Out of the 149 reported cases, 34 ended in conviction.[endnoteRef:13] Root causes for exploitation of children in prostitution remain mostly unexplored. According to the 2018 U.S. Trafficking in Persons’ Report, girls and boys whose mothers engage in prostitution are reportedly forced into prostitution at a young age.[endnoteRef:14] NGOs have also reported that girls are sold into prostitution by family members in exchange for food and shelter.[endnoteRef:15]  [11:  Republic of Mauritius – Ministry of Finance and Economic Development. (2019). Digest of Crime, Justice and Security – Statistics 2018. 37. ]  [12:  Ibid., 46. ]  [13:  Ibid., 74.]  [14:  U.S. Department of State. (2018). Trafficking in Persons Report. 301.]  [15:  Yuva Mauritius. (2016). “Help Us Eradicate Child Prostitution in Mauritius: Yuva”.] 


7. As the country’s economy rapidly grows, more people have access to the Internet. As of 2018, 58.6% of Mauritians used the Internet, and there were as many as 151.35 mobile-cellular subscriptions per 100 inhabitants.[endnoteRef:16] The increase in Internet access and mobile cell phones subscriptions, although conducive to innovation and development, leads to Mauritian children becoming more and more vulnerable to OCSE.[endnoteRef:17] For instance, between 2018 and 2019, more than 2,300 complaints of abuse committed against children and queries on the topic were recorded by Helpline Mauritius, among which about 250 were about sexual bullying, 900 on OCSE in general and approximately 40 referring to disabled children.[endnoteRef:18]  [16:  International Telecommunication Union. (2019). Mauritius Profile. ]  [17:  ECPAT International. (2019). ECPAT Country Overview – A report on the scale, scope and context of the sexual exploitation of children – Mauritius. 9.]  [18:  Personal communication with Halley Movement (February 2020). ] 


8. Mauritius is a source, transit and destination country with regard to child trafficking for sexual exploitation.[endnoteRef:19] Peers, family members, and employers exploit girls from all areas of the country in trafficking for exploitation in prostitution.[endnoteRef:20] Moreover, the very soft procedures for birth registration – allowing for a delay of 45 days, the declaration to be done by only one parent or the absence of any witnesses – may create a leeway to child trafficking in Mauritius.[endnoteRef:21] Taxi drivers allegedly transport SEC offenders to their victims.[endnoteRef:22] In 2018, four investigations were initiated, with one dealing specifically with child trafficking for sexual exploitation, and 15 persons were prosecuted.[endnoteRef:23] However, the GoM did not convict any traffickers.[endnoteRef:24] It is believed that the majority of trafficking victims in Mauritius are children (52%,) while 48% of victims are adults.[endnoteRef:25] [19:  IOM. (2016). “IOM Builds Capacity to Combat Human Trafficking in Mauritius”. ]  [20:  S. Varounen. (2014). “Public Policy: Child Trafficking in Mauritius”. 1. See also: U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 323.]  [21:  Ombudsperson for Children. (2018). “Annual Report 2017-2018 – Making rights a reality for every child of the Republic of Mauritius”. 244.]  [22:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 323.]  [23:  Ibid., 321.]  [24:  Ibid., 321.]  [25:  UNODC. (2016). Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2016.] 


9. Being a top tourism destination, children in Mauritius may be vulnerable to SECTT. According to the 2019 Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report published by the World Economic Forum, Mauritius ranked 54th as the most visited country in the world.[endnoteRef:26] Members of the ECPAT International regional network pointed at Mauritius for being one of the major destinations for travelling child sex offenders.[endnoteRef:27] There is however a considerable lack of data and information collection system at the national level regarding such issues.[endnoteRef:28] [26:  World Economic Forum. (2019). The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Report 2019. 55.]  [27:  ECPAT International. (2016). Global Study on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism. 44.]  [28:  ECPAT International. (2019). ECPAT Country Overview – A report on the scale, scope and context of the sexual exploitation of children – Mauritius. 11. ] 


10. Cases of CEFM have been reported in the country due to loopholes in the legislation and lack of action by the government in this regard.[endnoteRef:29] Although there is not relevant data or statistics on CEFM available,[endnoteRef:30] a number of informal unions – which are impossible to quantify because they are not registered – are taking place according to an academic expert.[endnoteRef:31]  [29:  ECPAT International. (2019). ECPAT Country Overview – A report on the scale, scope and context of the sexual exploitation of children – Mauritius. 2.]  [30:  Girls Not Brides. (2019). Child Marriage Atlas: Mauritius. ]  [31:  A. Budoo. (2018). “The Conversation - It’s time Mauritius took decisive steps to outlaw child marriages”. Ashwanee Budoo is the Project manager of the Master's in Human Rights and Democratisation in Africa at the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria.] 


[bookmark: _Toc31883666]General measures of implementation, coordination and evaluation 

11. A number of initiatives and plans have been adopted at the national level with regard to child protection. The National Child Protection Strategy and Its Action Plan (2014-2022) aims to prevent violence against children.[endnoteRef:32] No information is however publicly available on its implementation. With regard to efforts to end child trafficking, the government drafted in 2016 a National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking, but it has yet to be adopted.[endnoteRef:33] Regarding OCSE, the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology has implemented a Child Safety Online Action Plan.[endnoteRef:34]  [32:  Republic of Mauritius. (2015). “Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare calls for reforms”.]  [33:  Republic of Mauritius. (2019). Voluntary National Review – Report of Mauritius 2019. 106.]  [34:  U.S Department of Labor. (2019). “2018 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor – Mauritius”. ] 


12. Despite the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)’s recommendations on lack of coordination at government level and lack of consultation with civil society, the GoM remains without an effective national body with a clear mandate and sufficient authority to coordinate policies and measures against SEC.[endnoteRef:35] However, discussions are currently carried out between ministries and NGOs to guarantee better coordination.[endnoteRef:36]  [35:  Committee on the Rights of the Child. (2015). Concluding Observations on the Report submitted by the Republic of Mauritius under Article 44 of the Convention. Para. 14.]  [36:  Personal communication with Halley Movement (February 2020).] 

13. Nevertheless, several governmental bodies deal with children’s rights. The Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development, and Family Welfare is responsible for all child protection issues. In 1995, it established the Child Development Unit, which assists child victims of abuse.[endnoteRef:37] The Unit also enforces legislation related to children, implements policies, and provides trainings and awareness campaigns.[endnoteRef:38]  [37:  Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare. Child Development Unit.  ]  [38:  U.S Department of Labour. (2019). “2018 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labour – Mauritius”.] 


14. The country has also created specific bodies focusing on particular SEC-related issues. With regard to human trafficking, for instance, an Inter-Ministerial Committee on Human Trafficking was set up in 2016 in order to coordinate anti-trafficking efforts in Mauritius.[endnoteRef:39] However no information on the work of the Committee was publicly available at the time of writing of this report.  [39:  Republic of Mauritius. (2016). “PM: Mauritius has solid reputation for protection of Human Rights”. See also: Government of Mauritius. (2016). Sixth National Assembly- Parliamentary Debates. 24. ] 


[bookmark: _Toc31883667]Prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

15. The GoM has been active in implementing activities related to child protection, including the prevention of sexual exploitation of children. Besides government bodies, many other actors such as NGOs and the private sectors, are involved in prevention and awareness raising on SEC-related issues.[endnoteRef:40]  [40:  ECPAT International. (2019). ECPAT Country Overview – A report on the scale, scope and context of the sexual exploitation of children – Mauritius. 23.] 


16. The Child Development Unit operates a hotline number (113) through which it receives anonymous referrals on alleged abuse cases against children.[endnoteRef:41] In the first half of 2018, 1789 cases of child abuse were reported, among which 102 were of child sexual abuse only.[endnoteRef:42] However, these statistics do not disaggregate by type of sexual abuse, making it impossible to know how many of the referrals correspond to SEC cases. [41:  Ombudsperson for Children. (2018). “Annual Report 2017-2018 – Making rights a reality for every child of the Republic of Mauritius”. 261.]  [42:  Ibid., 262.] 


17. The Ombudsperson for Children Office organised several consultative meetings on child sexual abuse on the theme “A Safer Childhood: A Milestone for Mauritian Independence” in February and April 2018.[endnoteRef:43] [43:  Ombudsperson for Children. (2018). “Annual Report 2017-2018 – Making rights a reality for every child of the Republic of Mauritius”. 257.] 


18. On the issue of trafficking in particular, the GoM increased prevention efforts. In 2018, the GoM ran awareness campaigns on the radio and television, and in primary and secondary schools.[endnoteRef:44] The Mauritius Police Training School provided anti-trafficking courses to 462 law enforcement officers and the GoM trained 30 airport officials on identifying child trafficking victims.[endnoteRef:45]  [44:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 323.]  [45:  Ibid., 322. ] 


19. Regarding OCSE, in 2018 the GoM organised a workshop, endorsing a safer environment where technology is used responsibly, for Safer Internet Day.[endnoteRef:46] It also conducted Internet safety education programmes in schools and community centres, reaching 1,850 individuals.[endnoteRef:47] Halley Movement conducted around 15 workshops on child safety online with different target groups. Halley Movement has hosted since 2017 and each year the ‘Mauritius-Internet Governance Forum’. In 2019 it focused on ‘The impact of Internet on OCSE’. The proposed theme for 2020 is ‘Connecting the digital dots in Africa with emphasis on child welfare’.[endnoteRef:48] [46:  Republic of Mauritius. (2018). “Safer Internet Day 2018 promotes more responsible use of Internet”. ]  [47:  U.S Department of Labour. (2019). “2018 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labour – Mauritius”.]  [48:  Personal communication with Halley Movement (February 2020).] 
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20. The main laws penalising SEC offences in Mauritius are the Child Protection Act and the Criminal Code, which in many provisions do not meet international standards.[endnoteRef:49]  [49:  Committee on the Rights of the Child. (2013). The Combined 3rd and 4th Periodic Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child by the Government of Mauritius. Para. 222.] 


21. The exploitation of children in prostitution is broadly defined in the Child Protection Act, Section 14.[endnoteRef:50] It specifies that a child shall be deemed to be “sexually abused where he has taken part whether as a willing or unwilling participant or observer in any act which is sexual in nature”.[endnoteRef:51] The offence is penalised with a maximum imprisonment of up to 10 years.[endnoteRef:52] The Criminal Code of Mauritius provides similar criminalisation but with increased penalties (maximum of 20 years of imprisonment).[endnoteRef:53] Additionally, the Criminal Code contains a provision regarding “rape, attempt upon chastity and illegal sexual intercourse”.[endnoteRef:54] The provision criminalising the commitment of indecent acts only protects children below 12,[endnoteRef:55] whilst that referring to sexual intercourse only protects children under 16.[endnoteRef:56] For both provisions, penalties are increased if the perpetrator is in a position of trust.[endnoteRef:57] However, the concepts of “indecent act” and “minor” are not defined. Moreover, Article 249(7) states that “it shall be a ‘sufficient defence’ to any prosecution… if the person charged had ‘reasonable cause to believe’ that the child was above the age of 12 or 16”.[endnoteRef:58] This is troubling because it could allow sexual abuse and exploitation of a child as young as 13 and contribute to offenders evading criminal responsibility if they plead unawareness of the victim’s age. Lastly, Article 251 penalises the act of ‘Debauching Youth’, understood as children under 18, with a maximum imprisonment of 10 years.[endnoteRef:59] The penalty is increased if it involves parents, guardians or other persons entrusted with the care of the child.[endnoteRef:60]  [50:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 14(1).]  [51:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 14(2).]  [52:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 18(5)(b).]  [53:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 253(2)(a).]  [54:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 249.]  [55:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 249(3).]  [56:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 249(4).]  [57:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 249(5).]  [58:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 249(7).]  [59:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 251.]  [60:  Criminal Code (1838), Section 251(2).] 


22. No explicit law defines OCSE. The Child Protection Act, however, includes in its definition of acts of sexual nature “any activity of pornographic, obscene or indecent nature” which may partially entail some manifestations of OCSE.[endnoteRef:61] Although the Act does not provide a definition for CSAM/CSEM, it penalises any person who “takes, makes, distributes, shows, publishes or possesses indecent photographs of children with a view to distribute or show them”, with a maximum of 10 years of imprisonment.[endnoteRef:62] However, the Act does not specify whether this provision also applies to videos, audio material and live streaming of child sexual abuse. Moreover, it provides an offender with a chance to present a defence and prove that either he had reasonable grounds for the distribution or possession of such materials, that he had not seen them and/or that he did not know the material was indecent.[endnoteRef:63] In order to address the many gaps, a Child Online Safety Bill was to be drafted by the Department of Information and Communications Technology and the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare.[endnoteRef:64] At the time of writing, no information on its approval nor content were however available. [61:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 14(2)(b).]  [62:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 15(1).]  [63:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 15(2). ]  [64:  Committee on the Rights of the Child. (2013). The Combined 3rd and 4th Periodic Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child by the Government of Mauritius. Para. 342.] 


23. The Mauritian legal framework relating to the sale and trafficking of children for sexual purposes is comprehensive and in compliance with relevant international instruments. The main law is the Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act. The definition provided for human trafficking is in line with the Un Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.[endnoteRef:65] It clearly states that a minor can never consent to trafficking, and that therefore, the idea that a victim consented to being trafficked can never be used as a defence.[endnoteRef:66] Another relevant law is the Child Protection Act. In 2005, it was amended to include specific provisions on ‘child trafficking’. The Act criminalises the trafficking of children both within and outside the national borders.[endnoteRef:67]  [65:  Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act (2009), Section 2.]  [66:  Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act (2009), Section 11(1)(b).]  [67:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 13A(2).] 


24. No explicit legal provision penalises SECTT. Although it does not address it directly, the Tourism Authority Act may facilitate a partial prevention of sexual exploitation through the tourism and travel sector, by for instance criminalise companies to operate their tourism business in contrast to interests of public health, public order and safety.[endnoteRef:68] [68:  Tourism Authority Act (2007), Section 126.] 


25. The main instrument governing marriage in Mauritius is the Civil Code, which has not been entirely revised since 1808 and which therefore fails to prevent CEFM. According to Article 144, “no one can enter into marriage before the age of 18”.[endnoteRef:69] However, a minor who is above the age of 16 can marry with parental consent or with permission from a judge.[endnoteRef:70] Furthermore, a claim for annulment of an underage marriage cannot be made when the parties ‘tacitly’ approve the marriage, six months have passed, or the woman has conceived before the six months deadline.[endnoteRef:71] Finally, religious marriages have no codified minimum age and often go unregistered, which can result in child marriages among certain faith groups that tend to be more tolerant towards this practice.[endnoteRef:72] [69:  Mauritian Civil Code (1808), Article 144.]  [70:  Mauritian Civil Code (1808), Article 145.]  [71:  Mauritian Civil Code (1808), Article 183.]  [72:  Musawah. (2018). Thematic Report on Muslim Family Law and Muslim Women’s Rights in Mauritius. 12] 


26. Finally, in early 2020, the Children’s Bill, which had been in progress for over 7 years, has been approved by the Parliament and will better ensure compliance of national legislation with the principles and provisions of the CRC. NGOs efforts were instrumental in the adoption of the bill.

27. The Mauritius Criminal Code does not establish extraterritorial jurisdiction for offences committed outside the country, or by a foreigner. Although it criminalises child trafficking even when it happens “outside Mauritius”, the Child Protection Act remains unclear about the applicability of its provisions on foreigners who commit a crime with no connection to Mauritius. According to the Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act, Mauritian jurisdiction applies to any person (including foreigners arrested in Mauritian territory) who commits an offence provided by the Act, outside Mauritius.[endnoteRef:73] [73:  Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act (2009), Section 15.] 


28. With regard to extradition for SEC related crimes, a new Extradition Act was passed in 2017, which sets the rules for extradition and includes a double criminality requirement.[endnoteRef:74] [74:  Extradition Act (2017), Section 5. The double criminality principle requires the conduct of the prospective extradited person to constitute an offence in the jurisdictions of both the requesting state and the receiving state.] 
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29. There are various legal mechanisms for children to access justice in Mauritius, such as constitutional complaints, civil/penal claims, administrative actions, the Ombudsman for children's Office, the National Human Rights Commission, and the African Union.[endnoteRef:75] However, none of these mechanisms are specific to SEC. Stakeholders have criticised the limited effectiveness of child-friendly complaints and reporting mechanisms and noted other structural problems, such as a lack of specialised social workers and mental health professionals.[endnoteRef:76] [75:  ECPAT International. (2019). ECPAT Country Overview – A report on the scale, scope and context of the sexual exploitation of children – Mauritius. 24.]  [76:  Ombudsperson for Children. (2018). “Annual Report 2017-2018 – Making rights a reality for every child of the Republic of Mauritius”. 262.] 


30. Several governmental entities provide complaint mechanisms for children. The Child Development Unit investigates cases of child sexual abuse.[endnoteRef:77] The Ombudsperson for Children receives complaints filed by children.[endnoteRef:78] However, he/she does not have the power to bring a court case on behalf of the child nor investigate a case currently pending.[endnoteRef:79] Engagement with the Ombudsperson has been very limited, as underlined by the Mauritius delegation to the CRC in 2015, who claimed that from June 2013 to May 2014 only seven complaints have been received.[endnoteRef:80] No updated information in subsequent years is available. [77:  Ibid., 261.]  [78:  Ombudsperson for Children Act (2003), Section 6(f) and (j).]  [79:  Ombudsperson for Children Act (2003), Section 7(4).]  [80:  Child Rights Connect. (2015). “State Party Examination of Mauritius’ Third to Fifth Periodic Report”. 3.] 


31. A number of legal mechanisms are available to provide child-sensitive justice in Mauritius. According to the Child Protection Act, for instance, the statement of child can be recorded in “the absence or without the consent of his parent”, if it is in his/her best interest.[endnoteRef:81] Under Section 13A (5), moreover, information on child victims of trafficking shall not be published.[endnoteRef:82] According to the Criminal Procedure Act,  a child of ‘tender years’ shall not be examined under oath, although he/she may still be admissible as a witness if the presiding judge considers him/her of “sufficient intelligence to make a correct statement”.[endnoteRef:83] According to the Civil Code finally, a minor (even married[endnoteRef:84]) is appointed a guardian if it appears desirable or necessary in his/her interest.[endnoteRef:85] [81:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 12.]  [82:  Child Protection Act (1994), Section 13A (5).]  [83:  Criminal Procedure Act (1853), Section 94. Note that the expression “tender years” is not clearly defined, and that there is no international consensus about the exact age range this expression refers to. ]  [84:  Mauritian Civil Code (1808), Article 495.]  [85:  Mauritian Civil Code (1808), Article 405. ] 


32. Moreover, the Courts Act has some relevant provisions that relate to the development of a child-sensitive judicial system. Under Section 161A, a minor may be excluded from proceedings in order to “safeguard [his/her] welfare”.[endnoteRef:86] An amendment to the Act in 2003 introduced live video streaming and television links when a victim is involved in a sexual offence case.[endnoteRef:87] However, this provision is reportedly not being implemented in practice[endnoteRef:88] and the lack of alternatives has been pointed out as a reason for some child abuse cases to be dropped.[endnoteRef:89] [86:  Courts Act (1945, amended in 2003), Section 161A. ]  [87:  Courts Act (1945, amended in 2003), Section 161B.]  [88:  Halley Movement (February 2020). Personal communication.]  [89:  Ombudsperson for Children. (2018). “Annual Report 2017-2018 – Making rights a reality for every child of the Republic of Mauritius”. 263. ] 


33. Regarding recovery and reintegration, some institutions exist  but they face a considerable lack of resources.[endnoteRef:90] The GoM operates a Community Child Protection Program that supports child protection activities nationwide by identifying children at risk of abuse and by rehabilitating child abuse victims.[endnoteRef:91] The  Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development, and Family Welfare opened a Residential Drop-in Centre in May 2016.[endnoteRef:92] The Mauritius Family Welfare and Planning Association also manages a day care Drop-in Centre for child victims of SEC. From 2011 to early 2018, 2,960 cases were registered at this centre, out of which 23 concerned child prostitution.[endnoteRef:93] The GoM finally operates a shelter for female child sex trafficking victims, which can host up to 32 children, but no data are publicly available on its implementation.[endnoteRef:94] [90:  Personal communication with Halley Movement (February 2020).]  [91:  U.S Department of Labour. (2019). “2018 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labour – Mauritius”.]  [92:  Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. (2018). Eighth periodic report submitted by Mauritius under article 18 of the Convention pursuant to the simplified reporting procedure. Para. 58.]  [93:  Ibid.]  [94:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 322. ] 


34. Finally, there is a lack of explicit legal provisions in terms of access to compensation for child victims of sexual exploitation. The only effective instrument is the Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act, according to which the Court shall issue a compensation order either to the person convicted of an offence or to the State.[endnoteRef:95] However, according to the U.S. Department of Labour, no restitutions were awarded to victims in 2018.[endnoteRef:96]  [95:  Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act (2009), Sections 16, 17, 18, and 19.]  [96:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 323. ] 





[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]   List of suggested issues to be presented to the Government of Mauritius
1. What are the implementation strategies in place to strengthen the enforcement of the upcoming Children’s Bill?
2. What measures have been taken to criminalize all forms of online child sexual exploitation, including ‘grooming’ of children for sexual purposes? Any partnership with NGOs working on the issue?
3. What steps have been taken to improve relations with the neighboring countries on child trafficking? Any partnership with national NGOs that have extended their coverage in the sub-regional level?
4.  What are the statistical data on sexual exploitation of children annually disaggregated by manifestation, age and gender of the victim? Do the data used by the government include information from NGOs?
5. What are the steps taken to adopt a national action plan addressing all manifestations of sexual exploitation of children?
6. What are the steps taken to implement a dedicated coordination body on sexual exploitation of children and strengthen the coordination and cooperation between child protection stakeholders? 
7. What are the awareness initiatives for on all manifestations of the sexual exploitation of children?
8. What are the steps taken to ensure the effective and efficient functioning of shelters for children victims of SEC?
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