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Madam Chair, 
Distinguished Members of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

1. My name is Chansoda Phonethip, Vice President of the Lao Women’s Union and Vice President of the National Commission for the Advancement of Women, Mother and Child. It is a privilege to lead the Lao delegation to attend the 89th Session of the CEDAW Committee, where we are honored to present the Lao PDR’s 10th National Report on the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

2. At the outset, on behalf of my delegation, I would like to extend our sincere gratitude to you Madam Honorable Chair for your kind words and warm welcome given to my delegation. I am confident that, under your able chairmanship and vast experience, this session will be highly productive with meaningful and constructive engagement. 
Mme Chair,
3. The Lao Government delegation to this session of the CEDAW Committee is composed of senior representatives of the National Commission for the Advancement of Women, Mother and Child, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Lao Women’s Union. Due to unforeseen circumstances, regrettably the Deputy Minister of Justice who was included as part of the Lao delegation was unable to join this meeting. I would also like to welcome representatives from Non-Profit Associations who travelled from Laos to join this session, demonstrating our inclusive, multi-stakeholder approach.

4. The presentation of the 10th National Report on the implementation of the CEDAW Convention represents a significant opportunity for Lao PDR. As a State Party to the Convention, this engagement enables us to share the progress made in promoting and protecting women's rights, while also addressing the challenges encountered in implementing our commitments under CEDAW. Moreover, this session provides a valuable platform for Lao Government to receive constructive feedback, recommendations, and insights from Committee’s members. The interactive dialogue and exchange of views and the opportunity to learn from the rich experience of the experts-the Committee Members will be useful and valuable to help further enhance our efforts to strengthen the realization of women's rights and gender equality in our country.
5. It is my great honor to present the Lao PDR’s 10th National Report under the CEDAW in this Session.
6. The Lao PDR upholds its unwavering commitment to promoting and protecting human rights of Lao women, while emphasizing the specific realities of the Lao society our national social-economic development, as well as our unique cultural characteristics and historical contexts. Despite the challenges caused by the yet continuing impact of the Covid-19 outbreak, the global geopolitical tensions, the Lao PDR has recorded significant achievements in the implementation of its obligations under CEDAW. 
7. We are advancing steadily toward building a just and equitable society, where Lao women live in greater freedom and dignity, and have equal access to resources and opportunities for their development. Furthermore, our efforts also focus on promoting women's employment, enhancing their participation in decision-making and leadership positions, increasing their economic empowerment, and ensuring equitable access to education and healthcare services, among others. 
8. The promotion and protection of women’s rights are at the core of the Lao Government’s policy. The amended Constitution of 2015 recognizes, respects, protects and guarantees human rights and fundamental rights of Lao citizens in line with the country’s international obligations and commitments on human rights. All Lao citizens, regardless of sex, have equal rights in political, economic, social and family life, particularly the non-discrimination bared on sex is in compliance with the principles and norms of CEDAW, which have been further integrated in detail into numerous human rights-related laws and policies, guaranteeing the fully enjoyment of the rights of women. 
9. The Lao PDR's 10th National Report on the implementation of CEDAW represents collaborative endeavors involving contributions from multiple sectors of government, mass organizations, legislative bodies, and the judiciary. This National Report has been enriched through extensive consultations, integrating perspectives from civil society organizations, academic institutions, relevant UN agencies, and other development partners, as well as relevant INGOs operating in the Lao PDR. Such wide consultation and engagement has not only ensured a comprehensive and quality 10th periodic report but also is essential in fostering an inclusive and equitable society where women's voices are heard, recognized and amplified. 
Mme Chair,
I would like to highlight some of the areas of the Report and also some recent developments in the implementation of CEDAW Committee’s concluding observations and recommendations on our 8th and 9th combined Reports with results have been gradually and effectively recorded. 
10. Over the past 5 years, the Lao PDR, like many other nations, has been largely affected by the direct and indirect consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, coupled with the impact on the Lao economy of the energy price and food crises, the global economic and financial difficulties, as well as the impact of natural disasters and climate change. These challenges include increased living costs, rising inflation, all of which have exacerbated difficulties for the population, including women, with women shouldering disproportionate responsibilities within families, experiencing greater economic vulnerability compared to men.
11. To illustrate the Government's commitment to improving the living conditions and well-being of women, the Lao Government has implemented supportive measures in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. These measures include financial subsidies for those adversely affected by the pandemic, particularly targeting unemployed individuals and women factory workers. Overall, a total of 61,511 people have benefited from these initiatives.
12. The government have introduced two National Agendas in addition to the ongoing implementation of the 9th National Socio-Economic Development Plan and the Sustainable Development Goals. These two national Agendas are consisted of 1) Addressing effectively the economic, and financial difficulties and 2) Combatting drugs trafficking. 
13. The Lao PDR continues to prioritize gender equality and the elimination of discrimination against women in the national development agenda. In 2019, the National Assembly adopted the Law on Gender Equality, which introduces a wide range of measures to address gender disparities across various sectors. Furthermore, gender-based discrimination is classified as a criminal offense under this law. As part of its legislative mandate, the National Assembly has played a crucial role in making and amending laws, with over 50 laws revises and newly adopted over the past 5 years, including those aimed at improving women’s rights and ensuring gender equality. 
14. The Government attaches its efforts in providing legal aid free of charge for the disadvantaged people, including the poor people with disabilities, as well as for specific groups of Lao multi-ethnic people as outline in the Law on Lawyers, and the Decree on Legal Aid. In addition, the Government also established mobile legal consultation desks at the village level, and also issued a Decree on Village Mediation, which is currently formulating the Village Mediation Units (VMU) at village level across the country. 
15. The National Assembly has enacted the Law on Handling of Complaints, which facilitates the submission and consideration of petitions, complaints, and requests for justice. This law serves as a crucial mechanism for individuals, including women whose rights and legitimate interests allegedly infringed upon, to seek redress. 
16. The Lao PDR actively maintains 3 national mechanisms for promoting gender equality and empowering women: firstly, the Government, represented by the National Commission for the Advancement of Women, Mother and Child; Secondly, the mass organization, represented by the Lao Women’s Union; and thirdly, the legislature, represented by the National Assembly’s Women’s Caucus. 
17. The Lao PDR is committed to implementing strategic plans and national action plans on gender equality in a systematic manner. Central and local agencies and sectors are tasked with incorporating these policy frameworks into their operational work plans to align with national objectives. This includes the integration of gender-based approaches in development initiatives, work plans, programs, and activities, as well as ensuring gender-responsive budget allocations across government agencies. Furthermore, the Chart of Accounts (COA) has been updated to enhance the visibility of gender-responsive budgeting, with these revisions set to take effect in 2025.
18. The Lao PDR firmly rejects any form of violence against individuals, regardless of gender, religion, ethnicity, marital status, gender identity, or nationality. The Government remains committed to reviewing and strengthening its legal frameworks to further enhance protection from violence, particularly through the Law on the Protection and Development of Women and the Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Children.
19. The Lao PDR has strengthened its national mechanisms for assisting women and girls who are victims of violence by adopting the "No Wrong Door" approach, ensuring that victims can access essential services. This includes comprehensive support such as healthcare, legal aid, and coordinated case management and transfer. Additionally, training has been provided to frontline staff across 6 provinces and 10 districts to enhance their capacity in delivering timely and effective assistance, tailored to meet the specific needs of victims. 
20. Furthermore, the Lao Women’s Union Counselling and Protection Center for Women and Child has expanded to five provinces: Bolikhamxay, Savannakhet, Bokeo, Attapeu, and Champasak. The improvement of facilities for victim support has been established at Mahosot Hospital and the Mother and Child Hospital in Vientiane Capital, including the first one-stop service for healthcare at Mahosot Hospital, with a dedicated hotline [1527]. Each year, the Lao PDR conducts a 16-Days campaign to raise awareness about ending violence against women and girls at both central and local levels. Moreover, legal information and resources, such as handouts, posters, and brochures on violence and its impacts, the access to support services, and the protection of victims' rights, are distributed widely, including through online platforms.
21. We have initiated a study on the use of technology to address gender-based violence. In this regard, training programs for frontline staff, particularly female staff, have been enhanced to improve their knowledge and technical skills in self-protection against gender-based violence. The training encompasses responding to online deceiving, safe internet usage, and avoiding online fraud, exploitation, and intimidation. These efforts aim to strengthen effective response mechanisms and coordination among technology companies, service providers, and frontline responders.
22. The Lao PDR is dedicated to eliminating child marriage to ensure a brighter future for all women and girls. This commitment entails strengthening legal administrative frameworks, investing in education, and encouraging communities to collectively address the challenges posed by harmful practices such as early marriage and pregnancy. The government has undertaken a national study on early marriage, which will guide the formulation of policies and action plans to effectively tackle these pressing issues. Moreover, the Lao Government is committed to protecting and supporting children affected by early marriage, ensuring their successful reintegration into society while fostering their self-reliance and self-confidence in their future. This support includes providing vocational training in skills such as culinary, tailoring, and livestock farming, specifically aimed at young mothers and girls who have prematurely left school. Additionally, small grants are provided to further enhance the capabilities of these individuals. 
23. The Committee for the Protection and Assistance of Children has expanded its reach, establishing branches in 23 districts—covering 65.71% of its target—and in 684 villages. In support of this expansion, training programs have been implemented to educate 1,554 individuals on child protection and assistance. Additionally, financial support has been extended to SOS schools, benefiting 929 children, 419 of whom are girls, with a total budget allocation of 1.6 billion kip. 
24. The Lao PDR remains dedicated to preventing and addressing human trafficking, with a strong focus on vulnerable groups, particularly women in border regions and high-risk communities. Targeted advocacy efforts are undertaken with an aim to raise awareness of the dangers of trafficking and ensure that these groups have access to necessary support services. Furthermore, the Special Economic Zone in the Golden Triangle, in Bokeo province has set up a specialized security task force to combat human trafficking and address related social issues.
Mme Chair, 
25. The Lao Government has a clear policy in advancing women’s participation and contribution in national socio-economic development and in public and social life. To this end, the Government is fostering supportive conditions and equal opportunities for women across all sectors to grow and thrive. The special focus is placed on supporting women in upgrading their needed skills in politics and administration, technical expertise, foreign language skills, and other competencies necessary to qualify for leadership positions at all levels of central government and local administration.	
26. Despite the advancements made the representation of female members in the Ninth National Assembly does not meet the set target of 30% and in fact is lower than that of the Eighth National Assembly. The Lao government is actively undertaking a comprehensive review to identify the underlying factors contributing to this decline, particularly focusing on the various barriers that women face in attaining high-ranking positions. The outcomes of this study will serve as a foundation for implementing effective strategies aimed at addressing these challenges and promoting the participation of women in the upcoming elections for the Tenth National Assembly in 2026. 
27. On the other hand, the number of female members of Provincial People’s Assemblies achieved higher than the set target. In the administration, Lao women hold high ranking positions in the central government and local administration in the Amy and Police forces as well as in the judiciary and foreign service. Most recently, 3 Lao women have been promoted to the rank of Brigadier General in the historical moment even happened in the Lao Army. 
28. The Lao PDR actively promotes the empowerment of women farmers by providing comprehensive technical training in agricultural production, crop cultivation, animal husbandry, handicrafts, financial management, and business operations. These initiatives aim to facilitate women’s access to economic resources and opportunities. Statistical evidence highlights this commitment as follows:  the land designated for agricultural and animal husbandry purposes has been allocated across 23 districts, encompassing 211 villages and benefiting 15,550 families. This represents a total population of 311,100 individuals, including 166,100 women, which accounts for approximately 53.66% of the population. Furthermore, 1,405 of these families are identified as women-led, constituting around 0.45% of the total. In addition, support for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in agriculture—covering plantation, animal farming, and contemporary agricultural practices—has been extended to 121 districts, impacting 1,217 villages and benefiting 16,846 families. This group includes 36,190 individuals, of whom 18,256 are women, representing approximately 51%.
29. The Government is committed to enhancing key areas, particularly in promoting and strengthening micro-enterprises through seven key policies designed to create favorable conditions for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) to access funding, including loan policies that cater specifically to those in rural areas. These efforts aim to strengthen local production capabilities and reduce reliance on external imports. Additionally, the Government encourages the emergence of new entrepreneurs by promoting increased production and the adoption of technology and innovation to enhance the quality and standards of goods and services. This includes facilitating access to business development counseling, expanding market opportunities, streamlining business registration processes, and creating a supportive environment for business operations.
30. Furthermore, the Government is actively implementing policies to enhance women's access to financial resources and support their participation in business activities through banking systems. These efforts are designed to empower women entrepreneurs, promote economic independence, and contribute to the overall socio-economic development of the nation. 
31. In the educational and sports sectors, the Government is dedicated to enhancing educational access and promoting scientific and sports development, particularly in the recovery phase following the COVID-19 pandemic. This commitment includes collaboration with the Ministry of Public Health to ensure safe school reopening, utilizing announcements across television, radio, and online platforms. Furthermore, the Government has implemented an educational database known as “Khang-Pan-Ya-Lao” and is actively promoting the use of digital educational tools to improve learning opportunities nationwide. 
32. The Lao PDR is committed to enhancing healthcare services by prioritizing the development of infrastructure, optimizing human resources, and modernizing medical equipment across both central and local healthcare facilities. Moreover, the government is actively promoting healthier lifestyles by raising awareness about sanitation, nutrition, and comprehensive pre- and post-natal care for women. Recent data reflects a significant decrease in the maternal mortality rate, now at 36.6 per 100,000 live births. 
33. The Lao PDR is dedicated to advancing skills development initiatives for both public and private sectors, particularly targeting individuals without vocational training, those seeking career changes, the unemployed, and those pursuing new job opportunities. These initiatives are designed to align with national workforce standards across 37 occupations and are delivered through vocational institutions, skill development centers, and mobile training units. To date, these efforts have reached a total of 14,034 individuals, of whom 5,329 are women, representing 38%. Additionally, labor units have been encouraged to enhance skill development programs for workers across various sectors, benefiting 34,565 individuals, including 15,436 women, which constitutes 46.66%. Skills assessments have been conducted to ensure compliance with national workforce standards, involving 2,821 individuals, of whom 1,298 are women, or 46.1%. Furthermore, these initiatives have prepared a total of 276,581 individuals for the labor market, both domestically and internationally, with 118,043 women, representing 42.68% of this group.
34. Furthermore, the Government has provided assistance to victims of natural disasters nationwide, with a particular focus on impoverished and vulnerable populations. A total of 322,160 individuals have received support, of which 181,497 are women, representing 56.38% of the total beneficiaries.
Mme Chair, 
35. [bookmark: _GoBack]In 2026, the Lao PDR will celebrate the 45th anniversary of its ratification of CEDAW, 45 years of unwavering commitment to CEDAW with continue of our efforts to achieve full enjoyment by women of the human rights, gender equality, empowerment and advancement of women in the Lao PDR. While we have made significant and proud achievements in more than four decades, there are undeniably rooms for improvement and possibilities to attain even better results. This Interactive Dialogue with CEDAW Committee is an important occasion that provides a platform for a constructive and candid exchange between the Lao Government and the CEDAW Committee with a view to help the Lao PDR better implement its obligation under CEDAW, highlighting the crucial involvement of all stakeholders in the advancement of women’s rights and underscores women's engagement as vital to the socio-economic development of the Lao PDR.
36. I am confident that our constructive dialogue will produce meaningful outcomes, ultimately benefiting the Lao PDR in advancing our commitment to gender equality and non-discrimination, and women’s rights. I truly believe that a future awaits us where justice and inclusiveness prevail, enabling women and men to engage as equal partners in all spheres of life.
37. To this end, I would like to take this opportunity to express our deep gratitude the Committee’s secretariat for all neccessity assistance and arrangements. I am confident that our constructive dialogue will lead to an effective and successful outcome, and bring about most benefits to the Lao PDR. 
38. I, thank you, Mme Chair. 
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