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Poverty and Employment 
Poverty is a particularly acute issue for people with disabilities in Ireland. The at risk of poverty rate for those not at work due to disability or health conditions was 33.7%- more than double the rate of the general population (13.2%) and the highest of any principal economic group. 17% live in consistent poverty, over triple the rate of the general population (5%).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Central Statistics Office (2021). Survey on Income and Living Conditions 2020. https://bit.ly/3rf5cD1] 

This poverty is exacerbated by the many additional costs of disability that families face. A recent wide-ranging report in to this issue published by the government concluded that typical annual cost amounts to up to €12,300 for people with severe disabilities and up to €10,000 for those with limited disabilities.[footnoteRef:3] There is currently no specific cost of disability payment.  [3:  Indecon International Research Consultants (2021). The Cost of Disability in Ireland. https://bit.ly/34kLKwA] 

A lack of employment opportunities is also a major issue for people with disabilities. Ireland has the lowest employment rate for disabled people in the EU, 20% lower than the EU average of 50.8%.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  European Disability Forum (2020). Poverty and Social Exclusion of People with Disabilities: European Human Rights Report: Issue 4 – 2020. ] 

On average EU countries spend 2% of their GDP on social protection for disability. Ireland spends 0.8%, the second lowest in the EU.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  European Disability Forum, Human Rights Report, p.26. ] 

Suggested Inquiries
· Given that persons with disabilities consistently have disproportionately higher poverty rates in Ireland, what measures, actions, strategies and timelines has Ireland taken to specifically address the poverty rates of disabled people?
· How does the government intend to implement the recommendations from the cost of disability report and include a comprehensive strategy to tackle the cost of disability?
· What has the government done to improve employment of people with disabilities? 

Health and Social Care Services
Disabled people have a right to services that enable them to live independently in their communities. However, there are high levels of unmet need for specialist disability services. Currently, only about 9% of people with disabilities, c. 56,000 people, are supported through specialist disability services.[footnoteRef:6] Community based services that support people to live independently including personal assistance services and home support are particularly underfunded, with the majority of funding going to residential services. There is no statutory right to community services.  [6:  Department of Health (2021). Disability Capacity Review to 2032: A Review of Social Care Demand and Capacity Requirements to 2032, p. 16. ] 

The government’s Disability Capacity Review to 2032 outlines investment required in disability services over the next ten years. It estimated that a further €550m to €1000m investment in disability services by 2032 is required.[footnoteRef:7] [7:   Department of Health, Capacity Review, p. 28] 


In addition to specialist disability services, mainstream services need to be accessible to people with disabilities. 90% of disabled people are supported by general community health and social services such as primary care, acute hospitals, mental health services etc. There are challenges in accessing mainstream services such as lack of disability awareness, resources shortages, long waiting lists in the healthcare service etc. 
Suggested Inquiries
· What measures, actions, strategies and timelines has Ireland taken to address unmet need for specialist disability services, particularly community services such as personal assistance, home support etc.? 
· How does the government intend to implement the findings of the Disability Capacity Review and put in place the funding outlined?  
· What has the government done to improve the accessibility of mainstream services?  

Housing 

The housing situation of disabled people is a crisis within the broader housing crisis. 27% of the homeless population have a disability, double the rate of the general population.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Central Statistics Office. Census 2016. ] 


5,057 disabled people are currently on a social housing waiting list, many for 5-10 years. 2,914 live in congregated settings[footnoteRef:9] and there are over 1,300 people with disabilities under 65 living in nursing homes for older persons.[footnoteRef:10] The situation of younger people with disabilities living in nursing homes was investigated by the Ombudsman and a report, ‘Wasted Lives: Time for a better future for younger people in nursing homes’ was published in 2021.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  HIQA (2020). https://www.hiqanews.com/the-experiences-of-people-with-disabilities-in-congregated-settings/ ]  [10:  Joint Committee on Disability Matters (24 June 2021). https://bit.ly/3teIPxK, p.11. ]  [11:  Ombudsman (2021). Wasted Lives: Time for a better future for younger people in nursing homes. https://bit.ly/3taESMH] 


There are also huge levels of uncaptured need on top of this, such as young people living with their parents with no prospect of moving out and people living with elderly carers.

One core problem is access to the HSE support package that enables people to live independently. Another issue is a lack of accessible, universally designed housing, as well as insufficient housing adaptation grants.

2022 will mark the introduction of the new Housing Strategy for Disabled People. Funding will need to be allocated to deliver this across all relevant Departments.

Suggested Inquiries
· What is the government’s plan to ensure access to appropriate housing in the community for people with disabilities? Can the government give a clear timeline for such a plan? 
· How will the government ensure that people with disabilities are fully included in the Housing for all Strategy? 
· How does the government intend to implement the recommendations of the Ombudsman’s Wasted Lives report?
· What measures and funding will the government put in place to implement the upcoming Housing Strategy for Disabled People? 
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DFI is about making Ireland fairer for people with disabilities. 
 
We work to create an Ireland where everyone can thrive, where everyone is equally valued. 
  
We do this by supporting people with disabilities and strengthening the disability movement. 
There are over 120 member organisations in DFI. We also work with a growing number of other organisations that have a significant interest in people with disabilities. 
 
DFI provides: 
• Information 
• Training and Support 
• Networking 
• Advocacy and Representation 
• Research, Policy Development and Implementation 
• Organisation and Management Development 
 
Disability is a societal issue and DFI works with Government, and across all the social and economic strands and interests of society. 
 
DFI, Fumbally Court, Fumbally Lane, Dublin 8 
Tel: 01-4547978, Fax: 01-4547981 
Email: info@disability-federation.ie  
Web: www.disability-federation.ie  
Disability Federation of Ireland is a company limited by guarantee not having share capital, registered in Dublin. 
Registered No 140948, CHY No 6177, CRA No 20010584 
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