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	(29 June – 9 July 2020)

Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
		Decisions		
		Decision 76/1
Joint statement on ending sexual harassment against women and girls with disabilities
On 9 July 2020, the Committee adopted a joint statement on ending sexual harassment against women and girls with disabilities initiated by UN Women and to be endorsed by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (future link).
		Decision 76/2
Statement on global anti-racism protests
On 9 July 2020, the Committee adopted a statement titled “Global anti-racism protests must herald a new era in human rights, social and gender justice” (bit.ly/2AKuB0U). 
		Decision 76/3
Exceptional remote sessions
The Committee reviewed the conditions under which its remote seventy-sixth session had taken place, including accessibility of the online platforms used, time to migrate from one platform to another, problems with simultaneous interpretation, and issues of internet connectivity and sound quality regardless of location. It decided that, in view of the technical and other difficulties encountered, future remote sessions of the Committee should be limited to exceptional circumstances of a similar global dimension as the COVID-19 pandemic.
		Decision 76/4
Accessibility of remote sessions for Committee members with disabilities
	In line with articles 2 and 5 (3) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy, in particular with reference to its aim of promoting inclusiveness and the need for barriers to accessibility to be “properly identified, addressed and removed” and its affirmation that “[p]ersons with disabilities engaging with the United Nations in any capacity […] have the right to reasonable accommodation”, the Committee decided to request the High Commissioner for Human Rights to ensure the full accessibility of remote sessions or parts thereof for Committee members with disabilities who require personal assistance, including by guaranteeing the full accessibility of any on-line platform used to conduct the business of the Committee and by providing reasonable accommodation to members with disabilities, including financial compensation for their personal assistant, in order to be able to participate fully in the work of the Committee.
		Decision 76/5
Predictable review cycle
The Committee decided to move towards a predictable review cycle in order to ensure regular and timely reporting by all States parties, subject to the capacity and adequate resourcing of the Committee.
		Decision 76/6
Standard paragraph on the impact of COVID-19 on women’s rights and gender equality for lists of issues and lists of issues prior to reporting of the Committee
The Committee decided to include the following standard paragraph in its lists of issues and lists of issues prior to reporting in relation to States parties’ reports:
“Please indicate the measures implemented by the State  party in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic to redress long-standing inequalities between women and men by placing women at the centre of recovery as an economic diversification strategy; meet the needs and uphold the rights of women and girls, including those belonging to disadvantaged and marginalized groups, women in conflict or other humanitarian situations; and ensure that confinement either partial or total and post-crisis recovery plans do not relegate women and girls to stereotyped gender roles. Please indicate the measures in place to ensure that all COVID-19 crisis response and recovery efforts (a) effectively address and seek to prevent gender-based violence against women and girls; (b) guarantee women’s and girls’ equal participation in political and public life, decision making, economic empowerment and service delivery; and (c) seek to ensure that women and girls benefit equally from stimulus packages including financial support for unpaid care roles, that aim at mitigating the socio-economic impact of the pandemic. Please explain how the State party is ensuring that measures taken to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, such as restrictions on freedom of movement or physical distancing, do not limit access by women and girls, including those from disadvantaged and marginalized groups, to justice, shelters, education, employment and health care, including sexual and reproductive health services.
			Decision 76/7
Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the seventy-eighth session, Tamader Al-Rammah, Marion Bethel, Esther Eghobamien, Dalia Leinarte, and Ana Peláez Narváez.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 9 July 2020, the closing date of the seventy-sixth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 80 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 114 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its seventy-sixth session from 29 June to 9 July 2020 remotely using online meeting platforms due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Committee held 4 plenary meetings, and also held 4 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Hilary Gbedemah, at its 1777th meeting on 29 June 2020.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/76/1) at its 1777th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-session working group
The report of the pre-session working group (CEDAW/PSWG/76/1), which met from 11 to 15 November 2019, was introduced by Wenyan Song at the 1778th meeting. 
	E.	Organization of work
On 29 June 2020, the International Women’s Rights Action Watch (IWRAW) – Asia Pacific delivered a joint statement on behalf of civil society organizations on the impact of COVID-19 on women and girls. 
On 6 July 2020, the Committee held an informal remote private meeting with the UN Women Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia, which briefed the Committee on the impact of COVID-19 on women’s and girls’ livelihoods across the Europe and Central Asia region.
On 7 July 2020, the Committee held an informal remote public briefing with States parties to the Convention on its draft general recommendation on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration. The Chairperson, Ms. Gbedemah, opened the meeting. The Chief of the Groups in Focus Section, Human Rights Treaties Branch, OHCHR, Orest Nowosad, delivered introductory remarks. The chair of the working group of the Committee on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration, Dalia Leinarte, introduced the draft general recommendation. The following States parties to the Convention made statements: Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The representatives of the following 12 States parties attended the general discussion: Austria, Colombia, Greece, Guyana, Israel, Lithuania, Portugal, Spain, State of Palestine, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and Venezuela.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the seventy-sixth session
All members attended the seventy-sixth session remotely. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the seventy-fifth and the seventy-sixth sessions of the Committee
At the 1777th meeting, the Chair, Hilary Gbedemah, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the seventy-fifth session of the Committee.

			Chapter IV
	A.	Postponement of consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention in light of the COVID-19 pandemic
At its seventy-sixth session, the Committee did not consider the reports of the following eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention that had initially been scheduled for consideration: the fourth periodic report of Bahrain; the ninth periodic report of Denmark; the eighth periodic report of the Dominican Republic, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the seventh periodic report of Gabon; the fifth periodic report of Kyrgyzstan; the sixth periodic report of Maldives; the tenth periodic report of Mongolia, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; and the eighth periodic report of Panama, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure.
The Committee decided to postpone the consideration of these reports in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The sessions and dates when the aforementioned rescheduled reports will be considered will be announced on the OHCHR website for the session of the Committee. (https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CEDAW)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1)	Barbados (CEDAW/C/BRB/FCO/5-8) 
2)	Chile (CEDAW/C/CHL/FCO/7)
3)	Guatemala (CEDAW/C/GTM/FCO/8-9)
4)	Montenegro (CEDAW/C/MNE/FCO/2)
5)	Oman (CEDAW/C/OMN/FCO/2-3)
6)	Paraguay (CEDAW/C/PRY/FCO/7)
7)	Republic of Korea (CEDAW/C/ROK/FCO/7-9)
8)	Rwanda (CEDAW/C/RWA/FCO/7-9)
The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties, whose follow-up reports were overdue:
1)	Fiji 
2)	Luxembourg
3)	Marshall Islands 
4)	Suriname
	The Rapporteur on follow-up met remotely with a representative of Nauru, whose follow-up reports were overdue.
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 6 and 9 July. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its forty-seventh session (see annex 1).
The Committee examined eight individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted eight final decisions, declaring inadmissible communications No. 114/2017 concerning Hungary, No. 124/2018 concerning Switzerland, No. 128/2018 concerning Poland, No. 135/2018 concerning Slovakia, and No. 141/2019 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It also adopted views finding no violation in relation to communication No. 122/2017 concerning Switzerland (non-refoulement). It further adopted views finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation to communications No. 105/2016 concerning Moldova (murder of a disabled woman by her husband), with seven members dissenting, and No. 116/2017 concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina (sexual violence in armed conflict). The Committee decided to discontinue its consideration of communication No. 121/2017 concerning Czech Republic given that the author was no longer in the territory of the State party. With the exception of the views on communication No. 105/2016 concerning Moldova, all final decisions were adopted by consensus. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/).
	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group, during its forty-seventh session, had discussed the follow-up situation in each case where the follow-up dialogue was ongoing and that it had agreed on the action to be taken. Of the 13 cases under follow-up examination, four relate to the Russian Federation and one each relates to Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, Mexico, Republic of Moldova, Slovakia, Tanzania, Timor-Leste and Ukraine. The Committee decided to refrain for the time being from convening remote meetings with representatives of States parties to discuss follow-up to views on individual communications. However, it requested the Secretariat to send reminders to the Permanent Missions of the States parties concerned to keep the dialogue on follow-up ongoing.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 2 and 8 July 2020. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its sixteenth session (see annex 2).
The Committee also endorsed the following decisions of the Working Group on Inquiries:
1. In relation to Inquiry No. 2019/1, that any additional information to be submitted by the sources of information shall be assessed during the seventeenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries;
1. In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, that a Note verbale be sent to the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned proposing 22 November to 4 December 2020 as dates for a visit by the designated members to its territory;
1. In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/3, that a reminder be sent to the Permanent Mission of the State party concerned requesting it to propose dates for a visit by the designated members to its territory during the period December 2020 to January 2021;
1. In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/1 concerning Kyrgyzstan, that the assessment of the follow-up information as adopted in plenary should be sent to the State party;
1. In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, to request the State party to submit a comprehensive follow-up report under article 9, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol within six months from the date of the letter;
1. In relation to submission No. 2020/1, to request additional information from the sources of information.
On 8 July 2020, the Committee considered its draft report of Inquiry No. 2013/1 in a first reading.
The Committee took note of the publication on 24 June 2020 of its report of Inquiry No. 2011/4 concerning Mali (CEDAW/C/IR/MLI/1) following the lapse of the six-month period for the State party to submit its observations to the Committee.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions, subject to restrictions on travel and physical meetings that may be required by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic:
Seventy-seventh Session
Forty-eighth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 14 to 16 October 2020
Seventeenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol:
15 and 16 October 2020 
Seventy-seventh session: 19 October to 6 November 2020
Pre-session working group for the seventy-ninth session: 9 to 13 November 2020
Seventy-eighth Session
Forty-ninth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 2 to 5 February 2021
Eighteenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol:
4 and 5 February 2021
Seventy-eighth session: 8 to 26 February 2021
Pre-session working group for the eightieth session: 1 to 5 March 2021
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
In light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and possible future disruptions in the holding of physical sessions, the Committee will confirm the reports of the States parties to be considered at its seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions at a later stage.
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
The Working Group met twice during the session. It discussed and submitted four draft decisions to the Committee concerning exceptional remote sessions (see decision 76/3); reasonable accommodation of experts with disabilities during remote sessions (see decision 76/4); a predictable calendar for the review of State party reports (see decision 76/5); and the inclusion in its lists of issues and lists of issues prior to reporting of a new standard paragraph on the impact of COVID-19 on women’s rights and gender equality (see decision 76/6). 
		Working Group on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration
The working group did not meet during the session. The working group did not meet during the session. The chair and several members of the working group participated inter-sessionally in regional expert meetings for the Middle East and Northern Africa, organized by UN Women, UNODC and the IOM in Cairo on 24 and 25 November 2019; for Europe and Central Asia, organized by OHCHR, UNODC and the OSCE in Vienna on 30 January 2020; for the Americas, held remotely due to the COVID-19 pandemic by the OHCHR Regional Office in Panama City from 6 to 15 May 2020, in cooperation with the United Nations Country Team in Panama; and for Sub-Saharan Africa, held remotely by UN Women and the OHCHR Regional Office in Addis Ababa on 26 May 2020. Participants in the expert meetings included representatives of regional and international inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations, academics and human rights experts. The consultations identified good practices and challenges in these regions and issues to be addressed in the general recommendation. The Government of Switzerland supported the regional expert meetings financially. The Government of Japan supported the participation of working group members in the regional expert meeting in Cairo financially. 
Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met once during the session. The chair ow the working group, Genoveva Tisheva, updated the members on initiatives taken inter-sessionally to reach out to potential partners and to identify funding support to prepare comprehensive guidance for States parties, including a checklist for the submission of periodic reports to the Committee on the implementation of their obligations and their accountability as set out in general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19. Members agreed to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, in preparing such guidance. The working group considered convening webinars to proceed with its work inter-sessionally. 
The working group discussed a proposal by Ms. Haidar to embark as a matter of priority on the formulation of a practitioners' guide for States parties and other stakeholders on gender-based violence against women and girls during pandemics such as the COVID-19 pandemic.
The chair of the working group, Ms. Tisheva, and Ms. Narain represented the working group in an informal remote meeting with professor Christine Chinkin of the London School of Economics and Political Science to discuss possible areas of collaboration, including the organization of workshops and seminars and research support to the working group.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the seventy-seventh session
On 9 July 2020, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its seventy-seventh session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the seventy-sixth and seventy-seventh sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the seventy-eighth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its seventy-seventh session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its seventy-sixth session and addenda on 9 July 2020 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]
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