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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for recommendations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, list of issues, and Concluding Observations on the State issued by other treaty bodies (see Annex).

ECUADOR

Ecuador ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 3 April 2008.

IDA recommendations for Concluding Observations :

· Take steps to actively consult with and involve person with disabilities and their representative organisations in the development of legislation and policies concerning education, employment, social protection, health, protection against violence, in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD.
· Collect adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society. (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.262, 2005, paras 22, 23, 50(a) in Annex below)
Article 3
· Address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse and exploitation in the home, institutions and the community. Take measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities living in institutions and the community.

Articles 6 & 7
· Adopt measures to ensure the elimination of discrimination of persons with disabilities in access to employment, both in private and public sectors, and to ensure that employees with disabilities in all forms of employment, including sheltered employment, enjoy rights under fair wage and labour laws on an equal basis with others.  Ensure that the law provides for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in the workplace, and that its denial is recognised as disability-based discrimination explicitly within the law (Articles 2, 5(3), CRPD).
Article 10
· Ensure the provision of support services to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities, and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities.  In particular, ensure that services and assistance are rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance.
Article 11
· Take steps to close down institutions, and in particular refrain from the practice of institutionalisation of persons with disabilities who do not have family support.  Adopt measures to guarantee the right to housing of persons with disabilities in the community including through the development of affordable housing and support services for persons with disabilities being made available to increase their level of independence for community living in accordance with Article 19 of the CRPD.
Article 12
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health are made accessible to children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, in age-appropriate formats and that they are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that consent which is given by a third party, is not permitted by law.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
Articles 13 & 14
· Adopt measures in the law to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as the obligatory training of all teachers (beyond special education teachers), to require individual education plans for all students, ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above.  Ensure the law provides enforceable remedies for the denial of the right to inclusive education including the denial of the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education.
State report
References to persons with disabilities in the State report:

7. In sections D and E of the concluding observations regarding the second periodic report, the Committee expressed certain concerns and made recommendations relating to the status of economic, social and cultural rights in various areas, including:

(d) Percentage of persons with disabilities (paras. 14 and 37). As the Committee will note from the discussion of this subject in the third periodic report, the Government of Ecuador has undertaken innumerable actions for the benefit of persons with disabilities over the years, especially during the reporting period. These actions have included becoming a party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2007. In addition, a Colombian expert has been selected to serve on the recently created committee that will monitor the implementation of that convention. A number of policies and measures have also been put in place by the National Council for Persons with Disabilities (CONADIS) and the Office of the Vice-President of Ecuador during the current Administration (see chap. II, sects. B, I, J and L);

22. The Afro-Ecuadorian Development Corporation, the Council for the Advancement of the Nations and Peoples of Ecuador and all other national councils are currently in the process of being converted into national equality councils in accordance with articles 156 and 157 and the sixth transitional article of the Constitution, which entered into force in October 2008. The sixth transitional article provides that the national councils for children and adolescents, persons with disabilities, women, indigenous peoples and nations, Afro- Ecuadorians and Montubios (coastal peasants) will become national equality councils and that their structures and duties shall be adjusted accordingly, in line with the Constitution.

40. An additional US$ 7.3 million were invested in 25 development projects in 2008 in what the National Secretariat of Planning and Development (SENPLADES) defines as the social welfare sector, which includes rural development, social services for young children, adolescents, older adults and persons with disabilities, gender equity and social inclusion.
51. The new Constitution establishes several rights related to equality and nondiscrimination.

The most pertinent provisions are: (ii) Article 11, paragraph 2, states that: “All persons are equal and shall enjoy the same rights, duties and opportunities. No person shall be discriminated against on the grounds of ethnicity, place of birth, age, sex, gender identity, cultural identity, civil status, language, religion, ideology, political affiliation, criminal record, socioeconomic status, migrant status, sexual orientation, health status, HIV status, disability, physical difference or any other distinguishing feature, whether personal or collective, temporary or permanent, with the aim or effect of diminishing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of rights. All forms of discrimination shall be punishable by law. The State shall take affirmative action measures to promote genuine equality for the benefit of rights-holders who are in a situation of inequality.”

(d) Chapter three, on the rights of persons and groups belonging to priority sectors (arts. 36 to 38), states that the following persons and groups are to be given special attention in an effort to include them as active participants in the country’s development: older adults; young persons (art. 39); migrants: the right to migrate is recognized, and no person is to be identified or considered as illegal on account of that person’s migrant status (art. 40); asylum-seekers and refugees, who shall enjoy special protection in order to guarantee them the full exercise of their rights (art. 41); displaced persons, who shall have the right to emergency protection and assistance (arbitrary displacement of persons is prohibited) (art. 42); pregnant women (art. 43); children and adolescents, whose overall development shall be promoted (arts. 44 to 46); persons with disabilities (arts. 47 to 49); persons with catastrophic illnesses (art. 50); persons deprived of their liberty (art. 51); and customers and consumers (arts. 52 to 55). This recognition of rights on the basis of the particular characteristics of each group focuses on the specific needs that must be addressed in order to achieve genuine equality;

61. Article 11 of the Constitution establishes that all persons are equal and that they shall enjoy the same rights, duties and opportunities. No person is to be discriminated against on the grounds of ethnicity, place of birth, age, sex, gender identity, cultural identity, civil status, language, religion, ideology, political affiliation, criminal record, socio-economic status, migrant status, sexual orientation, health status, HIV status, disability, physical difference or any other distinguishing feature, whether personal or collective, temporary or permanent, with the aim or effect of diminishing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of rights.

113. The Labour Code has been amended to facilitate the entry of persons with disabilities into the workforce. Article 42 of the Code stipulates that, in the first year of the application of the Labour Code Amendment Act, counting from the date of its publication in the official gazette, public or private employers with at least 25 workers are required to employ at least one person with a disability in a permanent position that is appropriate to that person’s skills, physical condition and individual abilities, while respecting the principles of gender equity and the diversity of disability. Persons with disabilities shall account for 1 per cent of each employer’s workforce in the second year of the amendment’s application, 2 per cent in the third year, 3 per cent in the fourth year, and 4 per cent in the fifth and all following years.

114. The employment contracts for these persons must be in writing and must be registered with the corresponding labour inspectorate, where a registry will be kept specifically for this purpose. If a person with a disability is unable to sign an employment contract, then it is to be signed by his or her legal representative or guardian. A special identity card will be issued to such persons by the National Council for Persons with Disabilities.

115. The Labour Code includes an entire chapter on employment for persons with disabilities. The overarching objective of its provisions is to ensure that such persons have access to the full range of types of employment in both urban and rural areas.

116. In an accountability report on the action taken to integrate persons with disabilities into the workforce, the Ministry of Labour lists the following programmes: 

(a) Integration and reintegration of persons with disabilities into the labour force. The beneficiaries of this programme are persons with disabilities of working age; 1,778 of such persons have obtained regular employment nationwide. There are plans to help 3,000 persons with disabilities gain entry or return to the workforce in 2009;

(b) Mothers helping mothers. This programme is designed to benefit mothers with intellectual and multiple disabilities. A total of 35 legally constituted microenterprises have been organized by groups of up to eight families per enterprise in Pichincha, Chimborazo and Pastaza. A total of 585 mothers, their children and other family members have received vocational and life-skills training, and there are 80 trained advisers providing technical and logistical support in each locality. This initiative was implemented in the provinces of Esmeraldas, Pichincha, Loja, Azuay, Guayas and Los Ríos. For 2009, there are plans to organize 200 microenterprises in the provinces of Chimborazo, Pastaza and Manabí;

(c) Disability prevention. The target population is composed of persons with disabilities of working age, workers and employers. One of the most important results of this programme is that 800 entrepreneurs throughout the country have received training in the application of work safety standards in flower farms, banana plantations, mines, hotels, private security companies, cleaning companies and water treatment plants from the Metropolitan District of Quito and from chambers of industry and commerce; (d) Self-employment . The beneficiaries of this programme are microentrepreneurs with disabilities. They are provided with support in the form of start-up capital, advisory services, research services, evaluations, follow-up and monitoring, all of which are part of the Seed Capital Fund Programme carried out under an agreement between the Ministry of Labour and the National Council for Persons with Disabilities, with the participation of the Banco Nacional de Fomento, the country’s development bank. Through this programme, 337 persons with disabilities in the country have received assistance and training in the use of microcredit, and 2,000 persons with disabilities have received management training to help them learn how to run a microenterprise. There are plans to bring another 400 persons into the programme during the current year. In all, 791 loans for a total of US$ 920,435.37 were made, with the greatest number of those loan operations being conducted in the cities of Machala, Quito and Loja;

(e) Defence of rights  The beneficiaries of this programme are workers with disabilities who file complaints concerning violations of their rights. Requests and complaints filed by 469 persons regarding violations and the restoration of their labour rights have been processed. The target for 2009 is to provide these services to 600 persons with disabilities;

(f) Establishment of a project to promote local management in addressing disability issues in Ecuador. This project focuses on providing training for persons with disabilities in information and communications technologies, human resources development tools and work skills. The project was carried out at sector level, and 270 persons in all received training. Of that number, 110 had joined the workforce as of November 2008. The budget for the project was US$ 110,000;

(g) Establishment of the project entitled “Mobile Entitlement Brigades for the Restoration of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”. This nationwide project mobilized brigades to provide support to persons with disabilities and was headed up by the Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion, the Civil Registry Office, the Ministry of Health and the National Council for Persons with Disabilities. As of November 2008, these brigades had registered about 1,000 persons with disabilities, recorded information about their technical assistance needs and prepared an evaluation of their situation in order to establish their eligibility for Human Development Vouchers. The budget for the project was US$ 354,842.

117. The National Secretariat for Migrants of Ecuador has created a number of employment and production programmes, including the Plan Bienvenid@s a Casa: Proyectos Productivos  (“Welcome home: production projects”), which provides support to returning Ecuadorian migrants and their families. As a result of the plan, as of June 2009 a total of 1,710 persons had obtained employment in projects managed by the Cucayo Fund (84 ventures); in addition, 60 families had received microcredits to start up tourism projects (through the National Secretariat for Migrants and the Banco Nacional de Fomento), and 87 families were running tourism businesses or preparing to do so.

172. Article 3 of the Social Security Act establishes that the general compulsory social security system is to insure its members against all contingencies that might affect their capacity to work and to earn an income commensurate with their usual occupation in the event of illness, maternity, workplace accident, old age, death, invalidity (including disability), and redundancy.

173. It also establishes that the rural social security system shall provide health (including maternity) benefits for its members and shall insure heads of household against contingencies such as old age, death and invalidity (including disability). Under the compulsory general social security system, disability coverage takes the form of invalidity insurance. The law provides that a special social security system may be established for the national police force and for the Armed Forces and that the social security institutions serving these bodies shall constitute part of the comprehensive public health network and social security system.

174. Pursuant to article 234 of the Social Security Act, invalidity, old age, total permanent disability, workplace accident and dependants’ pensions are to be increased at the start of each year in line with the rate of inflation for the previous year in order to offset any decline in the purchasing power of the pensions in the 12 months preceding the date of adjustment.

177. Article 369 of the Constitution provides that:

(a) The compulsory universal social security system shall provide coverage in the event of illness, maternity, paternity, workplace accident, redundancy, unemployment, old age, invalidity, disability, death and all other contingencies specified by law. Healthcare benefits due in the event of sickness and maternity shall be provided through the comprehensive public health network;

Article 10: the right to marriage; social services funding for childcare; people with disabilities; maternity
202. Article 35 of the Constitution stipulates that elderly persons, children and adolescents, pregnant women, persons with disabilities, persons deprived of their liberty and those with catastrophic or highly complex illnesses shall receive specialized services on a priority basis in the public and private sectors. Services will also be extended on a priority basis to persons at risk, victims of domestic and sexual violence, abused children and the victims of natural and man-made disasters. The State shall provide special protection to persons who are doubly vulnerable.

“Ecuador without Barriers” programme

224. In the framework of the “Ecuador without Barriers” programme and with the backing of the Office of the Vice-President, the National Council for Persons with Disabilities (CONADIS) designed and is now implementing the following investment projects. 

Provision of technical aids, medicines and medical supplies to low-income persons with disabilities, stages I and II (2007 and 2008)
225. This project was planned in two stages, the first of which was completed successfully in 2007. The second, in 2008, is nearing completion. The aim has been to help low-income persons with disabilities to gain access to the technical aids, medicines and medical supplies they need to improve their quality of life.

226. The aids that have been delivered include: walkers, hearing aids, walking sticks, postural vehicles for sufferers of infantile cerebral palsy, bedsore cushions and mattresses, recorders for the blind, kits for the visually impaired, crutches, orthoses, prostheses, nappies for adults and children, talking clocks and wheelchairs. A total of 8,801 persons were beneficiaries of this project.

Establishment and operation of early learning centres, 2007–2008

227. The main aim of this project is to establish and equip 80 early learning centres to service their respective communities. To achieve this goal, 80 professionals had to be trained to run the centres and provide early stimulation treatment for children at risk who exhibit developmental anomalies. By late 2008, 1,865 children had received a total of 29,889 treatment sessions.

Defence of the rights of persons with disabilities, 2008

228. The Office of the Advocate for Persons with Disabilities was set up within the National Council for Persons with Disabilities (CONADIS) with a mandate to defend the rights of persons with disabilities, work out strategies to that end in cooperation with public and private bodies and provide technical assistance to provincial commissions.

229. In order to carry out its mandate, the Office has provided legal assistance, directly or indirectly, to complainants in the following areas: right of transit, labour issues, children’s rights, gender issues, civil and criminal cases, social security and health care, education, cases under administrative law, the importation of vehicles, the Internal Revenue Service and the certification of documents.

230. Outstanding achievements in 2008 include the training of 147 staff members of public- and private-sector institutions and the provision of 4,514 disabled persons with legal assistance, legal advice, assistance in reporting the loss of identity cards, and advice over the telephone.

231. In 2009, 531 persons with disabilities received legal advice and assistance or were helped to lodge complaints before the appropriate courts.

232. In addition, the Office of the Vice-President of Ecuador has carried out various projects, programmes and activities aimed at reinforcing the right to health. Achievements include the following:

(a) The provision (purchase and delivery) of technical aids, medicines and medical supplies to low-income persons with disabilities around the country. By June 2009, 6,500 persons had benefitted from such assistance. The budget for this initiative amounted to US$ 1.8 million;

(b) The establishment and implementation of a system for caring for persons whose physical disabilities and disabling pathologies lead to complications. This system includes a centre for the treatment of bedsores and other pathologies linked to disability and a network of decentralized treatment centres around the country. Postgraduate programmes in health and disability have been developed, 150 health professionals have been trained in the provision of comprehensive treatment to persons with physical disabilities and 25,000 manuals on the prevention of complications and the maintenance of independent living for persons with disabilities had been published by November 2008. The budget for this initiative amounted to US$ 282,775;

(c) The installation of a cutting-edge centre for the treatment of bedsores and other pathologies linked to physical disability on the seventh floor of the Eugenio Espejo Hospital;

(d) The establishment of a physiotherapy unit in the School of Medicine of the Universidad Central del Ecuador was set for completion by the end of 2009. The budget for this initiative amounted to US$ 400,000;

(e) A pilot project for the integration and reintegration of disabled persons into a system of comprehensive care; the development of a nationwide system of comprehensive care for persons with cerebral palsy and severe intellectual disabilities; the purchase of equipment for 19 foundations around the country that treat persons with severe intellectual disabilities; and the development in November 2008 of a treatment model based on best practices for institutions that care for persons with severe intellectual disabilities and multiple disabilities. The budget for this initiative amounted to US$ 114,624;

(f) The construction of a model treatment centre in Conocoto and two others (under way) in Pichincha and Loja; the Centre for the Protection of Disabled Persons in Cuenca; and a reception centre for persons with severe intellectual disabilities in Manabí. The 2009 budget for these initiatives amounted to US$ 1.5 million.

241. The Constitution provides that the State shall guarantee workers’ reproductive rights. This includes the right to paternity leave as provided for under article 152 of the Labour Code, which states that:

(c) The father shall receive 25 days of paid leave if the child is born with a degenerative, terminal or irreversible illness, or with a severe disability;

250. The Code on Children and Adolescents provides that adolescents shall not be permitted to work in the following cases:

(e) In activities that could exacerbate any disability that the adolescent in question may have;

259. The inspection system of the Ministry of Labour and Employment is the only nationwide mechanism for carrying out workplace inspections to ensure that employers and workers meet their obligations under the corresponding labour contract. Inspections thus are comprehensive, covering labour conditions, contractual arrangements, occupational health and safety, social work, disability and outsourcing, and do not concentrate on any particular issue, even though individual reports or complaints may refer to a specific matter.

289. Among the improvements contained in the 2008 Constitution, article 66 stipulates the following:

“Article 66, paragraph 3, on the right to personal well-being, which includes:

(b) A life without violence in the public and private spheres. The State shall adopt the measures needed to prevent, eliminate and punish all forms of violence, especially violence against women, children and adolescents, the elderly, persons with disabilities and against any disadvantaged or vulnerable persons; the same measures shall be taken to combat violence, slavery and sexual exploitation.”

291. Article 81 states that: “Special and expeditious procedures shall be established under the law to bring to trial and punish perpetrators of crimes of domestic violence, sexual offences, hate crimes and crimes committed against children, adolescents, young people, persons with disabilities, elderly persons and persons who, because of their specific characteristics, require greater protection. Specialized prosecutors and defence lawyers shall be appointed to deal with these cases, in accordance with the law.”

325. The State’s main initiative for combating poverty is the Human Development Voucher, which had been approved by executive decree in September 1998 and was hitherto known as a “solidarity” or “poverty” voucher. By Executive Decree No. 347 of May 2003, the solidarity voucher initiative was replaced by the Human Development Voucher, which is intended for families and individuals located in the bottom two quintiles in the SELBEN welfare index of the Technical Secretariat of the Social Front. In 2003, the value of the Human Development Voucher was increased to US$ 11.50. This increase was not accompanied by any further requirement for households in the first or second quintile whose head, or the latter’s spouse, were over 65 years of age or had a disability card issued by the National Council for Persons with Disabilities (CONADIS). The value of the voucher for families in the second-poorest quintile was the same (US$ 11.50) and was subject to the requirements set out by the Social Protection Programme.

326. By Executive Decree No. 12 of January 2007, the value of the Human Development Voucher was increased to US$ 30 for households in the first and second quintiles. The same decree also approved a secondary assistance scheme for older persons who were among the poorest 40 per cent of the elderly population and persons with disabilities rated at 40 per cent or greater, as attested to by a card issued by the National Council for Persons  with Disabilities (CONADIS), in the first or second quintile of the SELBEN welfare index. Unlike the Human Development Voucher, which is a household allowance, the subsidiary welfare scheme provides financial assistance to each member of the household who meets the requirements.

412. In order to ensure adequate treatment and care in psychiatric centres for persons with mental illnesses, the Ministry of Health has 2 psychiatric hospitals and 23 general and specialized hospitals with mental health wards, as well as various community mental health services, to meet the demand for care for these patients.

413. In 2008, care was provided to a total of 110,000 patients throughout the country. A system for the periodic review and effective monitoring by the courts of hospitalizations of patients in psychiatric facilities has not yet been established. The new policies on mental health provide for the deinstitutionalization of chronically ill patients and their reintegration into their families. Such patients are to be monitored and treated by general and community hospitals.

416. The mission of the National Education for Democracy Programme is to ensure that the education system, in general, and school curricula, textbooks and teaching practices, in particular, address the following topics: rights and responsibilities in a democracy; principles and values; citizen participation; a culture of peace (codes of conduct; domestic, school and social violence; peaceful resolution of conflicts; crisis management); social inclusion (with regard to ethnicity, age, gender, disability, displaced persons, refugees and migration); interculturalism; gender equity; youth cultures; social responsibility; alcohol and drug use; education about sexuality and love; environmental education; road safety education (mobility and transit); fiscal citizenship (tax culture); and transparency in governance and access to information.

435. The National Basic Education Programme for Young People and Adults has been designed to eradicate illiteracy in Ecuador. It comprises the Manuela Sáenz Project (Spanish language); the Dolores Cacuango Project (indigenous languages); the Cordón Fronterizo  Project (Colombia/Ecuador/Peru border area); the Voluntad  Project (for prisoners); and the Discapacidades Diversas  Project (for people with disabilities). The programme and its five projects are implemented by the National Directorate for Continuing Education of the Ministry of Education with the support of the National Directorate for Bilingual Intercultural Education.

List of Issues
11.
Please provide information on what impact poverty-reduction measures have had on the most underprivileged and marginalized sectors of the population and particularly on the 69.8 per cent of the members of indigenous groups who, according to paragraph 19 of the State party’s report, are living in extreme poverty.
12.
Kindly provide information on the housing shortage and on the availability of social housing, particularly for the most underprivileged or marginalized individuals or groups. Also furnish information on the number of forced evictions conducted in the State party and indicate whether or not these evictions are governed by laws that are in keeping with international standards.

ANNEX - References to persons with disabilities in Ecuador by treaty bodies:
CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/ECU/CO/4, 2010

23.
While acknowledging recent efforts to improve data collection, planning and budgeting, the Committee is concerned at the inadequate data on specific groups of children, particularly indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian children, children with disabilities, children out of school, working children and other children in need of special protection.

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its system of collecting disaggregated data by age group, gender, ethnicity, geographical and/or administrative location, etc., covering all areas of the Convention as a basis to assess progress achieved in the realization of children’s rights and help design policies to implement the Convention. The Committee recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF, for this purpose.

Children with disabilities

56.
While welcoming the constitutional guarantees (arts. 50 and 53) of full social integration and equal opportunities for children with disabilities, the Ecuador without Barriers Programme (Programa Ecuador sin Barreras), and the fact that children with disabilities have been included in mainstream education, the Committee is concerned at the lack of support provided to the families and the high cost for the family of treating children with disabilities.

57.
In light of article 23 of the Convention, the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities, including access to education and providing adequate resources in order for parents to be able to care properly for their children. It further recommends the collection of data disaggregated by age, sex, ethnic origin and socioeconomic background and increased cooperation with civil society.
CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/15/Add.262, 2005
Data collection

22.
While taking note that in the last few years the State party has made remarkable progress in the data collection system, including the establishment of the System of Social Indicators on Children and Adolescents, Sistema de indicatores sociales sobre niños, niñas y adolescentes, within the Ecuador Integrated System of Social Indicators, the Committee is however concerned at the lack of disaggregated statistical data by age, sex and ethnic origin which could provide a better understanding of the situation of children in Ecuador, in particular of the vulnerable and marginalized groups.

23.
The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its system of collecting disaggregated data as part of the national data collection system, including vulnerable and marginalized groups such as children with disabilities, poor children, indigenous and Afro Ecuadorian children, to form a basis on which to assess progress achieved in the realization of children’s rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention.  The Committee also recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute.
Children with disabilities

49.
While welcoming the establishment of the Consejo nacional de discapacidades, the Committee remains concerned at the lack of comprehensive data on the number of children with disabilities in the State party.  It also notes with concern that these children face various forms of discrimination and that a high number of children with disabilities do not attend any form of educational institution, in particular in rural and remote areas.

50.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Collect accurate disaggregated data on children with disabilities;

(b)
Take effective measures for the reduction and elimination of societal discrimination against children with disabilities, including through awareness-raising and educational campaigns;

(c)
In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), further encourage the integration of children with disabilities into the regular educational system and their inclusion in society, inter alia by giving more attention to special training for teachers and making the physical environment, including schools, sports and leisure facilities and all other public areas, accessible for children with disabilities.

CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/1/ADD.100, 2004

14.
The Committee is deeply concerned about the high percentage of people with disabilities in the State party.  While noting with appreciation the recent legislation that promotes the rights of people with disabilities, including access to education, employment, transportation, and communication, the Committee regrets that the State party has allocated few resources to ensure access to these services in practice.

37.
The Committee urges the State party to conduct research on the possible reasons for the high disability rate and provide detailed information in its third periodic report with respect to such causes as well as the progress made to ensure the fulfilment of the economic, social and cultural rights of people with disabilities.
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