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Sierra Leone’s Compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: 
The Death Penalty
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The Advocates for Human Rights (The Advocates) is a volunteer-based nongovernmental organization committed to the impartial promotion and protection of international human rights standards and the rule of law. Established in 1983, The Advocates conducts a range of programs to promote human rights in the United States and around the world, including monitoring and fact finding, direct legal representation, education and training, and publications. In 1991, The Advocates adopted a formal commitment to oppose the death penalty worldwide and organized a death penalty project to provide pro bono assistance on post-conviction appeals, as well as education and advocacy to end capital punishment. The Advocates currently holds a seat on the Steering Committee of the World Coalition against the Death Penalty.

The Society for Human Rights and Development Organisation (SHRDO), formerly MRU youth parliament, was founded in 2004. Its purpose is to promote peace and development across Sierra Leone, Liberia, Guinea & Ivory Coast through the efforts of youth leaders working for regional reintegration, cooperation, and political and economic stability in the sub-region. SHDRO worked with the Special Court for Sierra Leone to help ensure that its mandate did not provide for the imposition of the death penalty.

The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCADP), an alliance of more than 150 NGOs, bar associations, local authorities, and unions, was created in Rome on 13 May 2002. The aim of the World Coalition is to strengthen the international dimension of the fight against the death penalty. Its ultimate objective is to obtain the universal abolition of the death penalty. To achieve its goal, the World Coalition advocates for a definitive end to death sentences and executions in those countries where the death penalty is in force. In some countries, it is seeking to obtain a reduction in the use of capital punishment as a first step towards abolition. 


1. Sierra Leone abolished the death penalty in October 2021, after a longstanding de facto moratorium on executions.
2. Sierra Leone has ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights but has not made any apparent progress toward ratification of the Covenant’s Second Optional Protocol (OP2).
Sierra Leone should ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR
3. In 2014, the Committee recommended that Sierra Leone expedite efforts to abolish the death penalty and ratify OP2, “in line with the information provided about the State party’s commitment to do so, and the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Protocol.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations on the initial report of Sierra Leone, 17 Apr. 2014, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/SLE/CO1, ¶ 18.] 

4. In July 2021, the parliament of Sierra Leone voted unanimously to abolish the death penalty.[footnoteRef:3] The President of Sierra Leone, Julius Maada Bio, signed the bill into law in October 2021, on the eve of World Day Against the Death Penalty.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Saeed Kamali Dehghan, Sierra Leone abolishes death penalty, Guardian, July 24, 2021, https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/jul/24/sierra-leone-abolishes-death-penalty. ]  [4:  Sierra Leone formally abolishes ‘inhumane’ death penalty, Al Jazeera, Oct. 8, 2021, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/8/sierra-leone-president-formally-abolishes-death-penalty.] 

5. In the May 2021 interactive dialogue of the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review, Sierra Leone received 15 recommendations to ratify or accede to OP2.[footnoteRef:5] During the interactive dialogue, the government delegation announced its plans to abolish the death penalty but made no commitments regarding OP2.[footnoteRef:6] Sierra Leone made a voluntary pledge “[t]o legislate to abolish the death penalty in line with its international human rights obligations, the public pronouncement of the President, and the decision of Cabinet to abolish the death penalty.”[footnoteRef:7] In July 2021, Sierra Leone accepted all 15 UPR recommendations to ratify or accede to OP2.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Sierra Leone, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/48/17 (July 22, 2021), ¶ 143.8-.10, .61-.63, .65-.66, .73, .78]  [6:  Id. ¶ 10.]  [7:  Id. at 24.]  [8:  Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Sierra Leone, Addendum, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/48/17/Add.1 (July 21, 2021), ¶¶ 6, 11.] 

6. Since that time, Sierra Leone has made at least 13 recommendations in the UPR mechanism to other countries, urging them to abolish the death penalty. Nonetheless, Sierra Leone has not made any clear progress toward ratification of OP2. 
7. Suggested question:
· What plans does the State Party have to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, without reservations, consistent with its commitments during the 2021 Universal Periodic Review and the Committee’s 2014 Concluding Observations and Recommendations?
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