[INFORMAL DOCUMENT]



CEDAW/C/2024/II/CRP


		Report of the Committee on the
		Elimination of Discrimination
		against Women

		Eighty-eighth session
	(13 – 31 May 2024)

		Report
		Rapporteur: Ms. Marion Bethel
		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
[bookmark: _Hlk135934022]		Decisions
		Decision 88/I
Joint statement calling for peace between the Russian Federation and Ukraine
On 28 May 2024, the Committee endorsed a statement calling for peace between the Russian Federation and Ukraine, to be issued jointly with the Committee on the Rights of the Child (link).
[bookmark: _Hlk135984696]			Decision 88/II
Joint statement entitled “The Women’s (Amendment) Bill 2023 poses a serious threat to the rights and dignity of women and girls in the Gambia”
On 23 May, the Committee endorsed a statement entitled “The Women’s (Amendment) Bill 2023 poses a serious threat to the rights and dignity of women and girls in the Gambia”, expressing concern that the Bill seeks to repeal the criminalization of female genital mutilation in the Gambia, to be issued jointly with the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
		Decision 88/III
Enhanced constructive dialogue 
By reference to decisions 50/I and 86/IV, the Committee decided that rather than covering all the articles of the Convention, the list of general themes to be raised during the dialogue, which is sent to the State party in advance of the dialogue, shall highlight 5-10 priority areas, to be identified by the country rapporteur. The country rapporteur shall submit the proposed priority areas to the other members of the country task force, for endorsement, at the same time as the country briefing note. The Committee also decided that, during a pilot phase, the members of the country task force shall limit the number of thematic issues raised at each intervention during a constructive dialogue to a maximum of five to ensure adequate time management.
		Decision 88/IV
Maximum length of submissions from national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations, and other organizations under the follow-up procedure to concluding observations 
	The Committee decided to amend paragraph 4 (a) of its updated methodology of the follow-up procedure to concluding observations by reducing the word limit for submissions from national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations, and other organizations from 3,500 to 3,300 words in order to harmonize it with the word limit for other submissions by national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations under the State reporting procedure.
		Decision 88/V
	Regional session of the Committee in Suva, Fiji
	On 31 May, the Committee decided to accept, in principle, an invitation from the Pacific 	Community (SPC) to hold the ninety-first session of the Committee in Suva, Fiji, subject to 	full funding by the SPC, approval by OHCHR senior management, and timely receipt of five 	reports from States parties in the South Pacific region to be considered during the two-week 	session. It also decided to designate the Chair, Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, and Ms. Akizuki, 	Ms. Rana and Ms. Stott Despoja to represent the Committee on a steering committee 	additionally composed of the Secretariat of the Committee, the Pacific Community, the 	OHCHR Regional Office for the Pacific in Suva, Fiji, to clarify the modalities of a regional 	session.
		Decision 88/VI
Consideration of Afghanistan
[bookmark: _Hlk149233003]The Committee decided to explore the possibility of considering the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan to be submitted by the Permanent Mission of Afghanistan to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, following the precedent of the fourth cycle Universal Periodic Review of Afghanistan on 29 April 2024.		

		Decision 88/VII		
Half day of general discussion on gender stereotypes
The Committee decided to hold a half day of general discussion on ‘gender stereotypes’ at its ninetieth session in February 2025, as the first step in the elaboration of a draft general recommendation No. 41 on the topic, following the adoption of its general recommendation on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems at the eighty-ninth session of the Committee in October 2024.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 31 May, the closing date of the eighty-seventh session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 81 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 115 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its eighty-eighth session at Geneva from 13 to 31 May 2024. In total, the Committee held 21 plenary meetings, and also held 9 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Ana Peláez Narváez, at its 2059th meeting on 13 May 2024.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/88/1) at its 2059th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-sessional working group
The report of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-eighth session, which had met from 30 October to 3 November 2023, was introduced by Nahla Haidar at the 2059th meeting.
	E.	Organization of work	
On 13 and 20 May 2024, the Committee held informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 13 and 20 May, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions from States parties considered by the Committee at its eighty-eighth session, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties concerned.
On 13 May, the Committee held an informal closed meeting with Ibrahim Salama, outgoing Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch, OHCHR, to bid him farewell.
Also on 13 May, the Committee held and informal closed meeting with the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Reem Alsalem, who briefed the Committee on her activities.
On 20 May, the Committee held an informal closed meeting with Miles Young, Director, and Ashley Bowe, Chief of Party – Project Governance, Pacific Community (SPC), who briefed the Committee on the modalities and available funding in relation to the invitation extended by the SPC to the Committee to hold one of its sessions in 2025 in Fiji, Suva, to consider reports from States parties in the region.
Also on 20 May, Asako Hattori, OHCHR Women’s Human Rights and Gender Section, briefed the Committee on the work of the Section and the OHCHR Human Rights and Disabilities Unit on care systems, in closed meeting.
On 29 May, Hannah Wu, Chief, Women’s Human Rights and Gender Section, briefed the Committee on the United Nations System-wide Gender Equality Acceleration Plan, in closed meeting.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the eighty-eighth session
All members attended the eighty-eighth session. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo, from 28 to 31 May; Daphna Hacker Dror, on 31 May; Dalia Leinarte, from 20 to 31 May; Rosario Manalo, on 27 and 31 May; Rhoda Reddock, on 31 May; Elgun Safarov, on 16 and 17 May; Natasha Stott Despoja, on 13, 21 and 27 May; Jie Xia, from 20 to 31 May. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth sessions of the Committee
At the 2088th meeting, the Chair, Ana Peláez Narváez, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the eighty-seventh session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its eighty-eighth session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of Brazil, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the seventh periodic report of Estonia, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the sixth periodic report of Kuwait; the sixth periodic report of Malaysia; the third periodic report of Montenegro; the ninth periodic report of the Republic of Korea; the tenth periodic report of Rwanda; and the sixth periodic report of Singapore.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Brazil (CEDAW/C/BRA/CO/8-9)
Estonia (CEDAW/C/EST/CO/7)
Kuwait (CEDAW/C/KWT/CO/6)
Malaysia (CEDAW/C/MYS/CO/6) 
Montenegro (CEDAW/C/MNE/CO/3) 
Republic of Korea (CEDAW/C/KOR/CO/9)
Rwanda (CEDAW/C/RWA/CO/10)
Singapore (CEDAW/C/SGP/CO/6)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1) Russian Federation (CEDAW/C/RUS/FCO/9)
2) Uzbekistan (CEDAW/C/UZB/FCO/6)
		Chapter V
	Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 31 May 2024. It was briefed by the Chair of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol, which had met on 27 May during the eighty-eighth session of the Committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk167901558]The Committee examined two individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted two final decisions, declaring inadmissible communications No. 161/2020 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement claim of an unmarried woman who alleged a risk of forced marriage, gender-based violence and political persecution in case of deportation to her country of origin; lack of substantiation and non-exhaustion of domestic remedies) and No. 166/2021 concerning Turkmenistan (alleged discrimination based on sex, gender and ethnicity of a non-Turkmen Jewish woman and alleged threats of sexual violence and retaliation by high-level officials; non-exhaustion of domestic remedies ). The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) as soon as they have been finalized and sent to the parties to the proceedings.
[bookmark: _Hlk128135296]	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee did not discuss follow-up to views on individual communications due to its limited meeting time.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 29 May 2024. It was briefed by the Chair of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol, which had met on 27 May during the eighty-eighth session of the Committee.
The Committee reviewed all pending inquiry proceedings and discussed ways to enhance the effectiveness of the inquiry procedure. The Committee decided to amend the standard operating procedures for inquiries to allow for combining separate inquiry proceedings concerning the same State party by conducting a single country visit and covering the different subject matters in the same inquiry report to increase cost efficiency. Additionally, the Committee decided to pilot a follow-up assessment table for Canada. This pilot will be assessed based on the additional follow-up information received from Canada, to be included as an annex to its tenth periodic report, which will be reviewed at the eighty-ninth session of the Committee in October 2024. It also discussed possible procedural modalities for conducting country visits jointly with other human rights treaty bodies or United Nations mechanisms. The Committee decided to explore ways to seek funding of its work under the inquiry procedure as well as new tools to enhance its capacity to assess information received under article 8 of the Optional Protocol. It stressed the importance of continuous cooperation with States parties and regular information exchange with UN entities and other relevant stakeholders.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties and the backlog of reports received under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s eighty-ninth and ninetieth sessions, subject to the ongoing United Nations regular budget liquidity crisis:
Eighty-ninth Session
Sixtieth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 3 and 4 October 2024
Twenty-ninth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 3 and 4 October 2024
Eighty-ninth session: 6 to 25 October 2024
Pre-sessional working group for the ninety-first session: 28 October to 1 November 2024
Ninetieth Session
Sixty-first session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 29 to 31 January 2025 (tbc)
Thirtieth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 30 and 31 January 2025
Ninetieth session: 3 to 21 February 2025
Pre-sessional working group for the ninety-second session: 24 to 28 February 2025
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee tentatively confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its eighty-ninth and ninetieth sessions:
Eighty-ninth session
(1) Benin
(2) Canada
(3)	Chile
(4)	Cuba
(5)	Japan
(6)	Lao People’s Democratic Republic
(7)	New Zealand
(8)	Saudi Arabia
Ninetieth session (8 States parties; to be confirmed)
(1) Belize
(2)	Belarus
(3)	Chad
(4)	Congo
(5)	Liechtenstein
(6)	Luxembourg
(7)	Monaco
(8)	Nepal
(9)	The Netherlands
(10)	Sri Lanka
(11)	Thailand
(12)	Viet Nam
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
		The Working Group met during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee draft decisions on an enhanced constructive dialogue, including a list of priority areas and a limitation on the number of questions raised by Committee members during the dialogue (see decision 88/III) and on the maximum length of submissions from national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations, and other organizations under the follow-up procedure to concluding observations (see decision 88/IV). It also prepared inputs for a questionnaire on a Committee Coordination Mechanisms, which were endorsed by the Committee and submitted to the thirty-sixth annual meeting of the Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, scheduled to be held from 24 to 28 June 2024 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.

		Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met during the session. It discussed the preparation of a draft research paper and guidelines on online and technology-facilitated gender-based violence against women and girls, which will be coordinated inter-sessionally by Maya Morsy. The working group also discussed the activities planned by the Committee its term as co-chair of the Platform of Independent Expert Mechanisms on the Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against Women (EDVAW Platform), including the issuance of a Beijing+30 position paper concerning gender-based violence against women.
		Working Group on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems
The working group met during the session. It discussed the revised draft general recommendation, incorporating written submissions received in response to the call for comments on the initial draft as well as the inputs collected at five regional consultations. On 28 May 2024, the Committee convened a technical briefing for States parties on the draft general recommendation and its elaboration process, in public meeting, which was attended by a high number of States parties. On 29 May, it held its first reading of the draft general recommendation, in closed meeting. The adoption of the general recommendation on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems is scheduled for the eighty-ninth session of the Committee in October 2024.
		Task force on gender stereotyping
The task force took note that the concept note for the general recommendation on gender stereotyping endorsed by the Committee at its eighty-seventh session had been published on the website for the Committee inter-sessionally.
Task Force on Afghanistan 
		The task force on Afghanistan met virtually during the session with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, to discuss the current and increasingly alarming situation of women and girls in the State party. The Chair of the Task Force, Bandana Rana, also held meetings with His Excellency Mr. Nasir Ahmad Andisha, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, during the session.
	Task Force on Ukraine  
[bookmark: _Hlk136452204]		The task force on Ukraine prepared a statement calling for peace between the Russian Federation and Ukraine that was adopted by the Committee during the session (see decision 88/I).
		Task force on sex/gender self-identification
	The task force met during the session. The Committee endorsed a proposal by the task force to prepare a summary of relevant issues, positions and possible mediating solutions for consideration by the Committee at its eighty-ninth session in October 2024.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the eighty-ninth session
On 31 May 2024, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its eighty-ninth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the eighty-eighth and eighty-ninth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the ninetieth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eighty-ninth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its eighty-eighth session and addenda on 31 May 2024 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]
			
