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Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

	On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is my pleasure to open your one hundred and thirtieth online session.
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic earlier this year, this Committee continues to showcase how treaty bodies can advance their crucial work through creative working methods and rapidly adapt and respond to these exceptionally difficult and challenging times. In this regard, I wish to thank you warmly for your continued commitment to keep the treaty body system functioning by carrying on your mandate online, avoiding a protection gap. Indeed the pandemic should not paralyze the treaty body system when it is needed most.
Allow me to congratulate you on the adoption of the General Comment on article 21 of ICCPR, the right of peaceful assembly at your last session.  This is an important achievement and the General Comment continues to attract much attention. In the coming days, our Office will hold an in-house webinar with the participation of Mr. Christof Heyns as well as Mr. Clémont Nyaletsossi Voule, Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  The webinar will raise awareness about the General Comment among OHCHR staff, including in field operations, and facilitate meaningful discussion about how the General Comment can help the Office respond to contemporary challenges relating to peaceful assembly.  We have prepared Frequently Asked Questions about the General Comment for translation into local languages to help disseminate the General Comment to a broader public.
	In relation to individual communications, it is extremely gratifying to see the Committee’s commitment to avoid a protection gap. All of us are sensitive to the fact that behind each case, we have at least one potential victim of a human rights violation and to the fact that the backlog of communications ready for consideration is steadily increasing.
Despite challenges inherent to the online framework, such as connectivity, time difference, languages, confidentiality and juggling your professional and other responsibilities, you continued to examine, review and adopt individual communications. 
Since the beginning of this year despite the early suspension of the March session and the online setting of the July session you have adopted 103 individual communications. This incredible number is testament to your efforts and dedication. Despite difficulties, challenges and uncertainties related to the COVID-19 situation, you accepted with open mind and good spirit to test and implement new methods of work. In this regard, you agreed to invest more efforts into the preparation phase and review documents in advance of the session, introducing written comments and changes to the documents. I understand this pre-session written phase has helped you hold more focused discussions although there is still ample room for technological improvement. 
With regard to the language challenge, your Committee has also been keen to transcend language barriers in an innovative and inclusive way. Mindful of the financial constraints and limited access to the platform designed for multilingual discussions, and in an attempt not to replicate the experience of July where the pre-session working group held its meetings in English only, during this session, you accepted to explore new territories. You have set three language working groups; one for each of your working languages. Therefore, the English Group reviewed communications drafted in English, the French Group communications prepared in French and the same for the Spanish Group. My deep appreciation goes to the members involved in such an experiment and especially to those who navigated from one Group to another thanks to their multilingualism. I trust that you will now collectively assess and draw the lessons from this experience to determine whether there is value in replicating it and even institutionalizing it. It goes without saying that such a practice would help alleviate interpretation related-costs while ensuring more even distribution of workload among members, as well as inclusiveness. 
In relation to the 2020 Review, I have shared with you the report of the co-facilitators to the President of the General Assembly on the process of the consideration of the state of the UN human rights treaty body system. I am encouraged by the recognition in the report of the important role of the treaty bodies, as well as the imperative of sustained and regular budget resources to support your work.  I am also encouraged by the importance given in the report to issues you have already embraced, including with respect to introducing a predictable review calendar and generalising the simplified reporting procedure. The report highlights the ongoing need to harmonize working methods between committees and to promote the digital shift, including through establishing a petitions database.  I look forward to having the opportunity to you on the process during this session.     
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson, five distinguished members will be taking leave of the Committee at the end of year: yourself Mr. Fathalla, Mr. Heyns, Mr. Koita, Mr. Shany and Mr. Zimmermann. You will be missed. Your individual and joint contributions to the Committee’s work have been outstanding throughout the years and we have all been privileged to have worked with you. During your tenure the Committee has grown in substance and has embraced innovative working methods. Some of your achievements include General Comments on the right to life and on the right of peaceful assembly; the study on the simplified reporting procedure; the decision on the Predictable Review Cycle transiting the Committee to an eight-year calendar which ensures predictability, transparency and fairness among its 173 States parties to the Covenant. I would also like to mention one of your recent ground-braking Views where your Committee found in a case against New Zealand, that “climate asylum-seekers” can use the mechanism to prevent deportations and request asylum. This has indeed made the Treaty Bodies an entry point for environmental change, because now we have many more cases where environmental harm is at the core of the human rights complaint. I would like to recall that such decision drew great appreciation from UNHCR, the main UN agency intrusted of the protection of refugees. On behalf of OHCHR, I wish you well and I have no doubt that you will remain committed to the cause of advancing human rights and that your paths will continue to cross with those of your colleagues of the Committee and with us in OHCHR. 
Allow me also to congratulate and warmly welcome Mr. David Moore following the by-election which took place on 17 September 2020. He comes with a wealth of knowledge and experience and I wish him success and professional satisfaction in his new position. 
Distinguished members, 
You have a busy agenda ahead of you, made all the more challenging by the fact that you are working in different time zones, spanning 14 hours.  I am aware of the challenges you will be facing to conduct your work but your demonstrated commitment is a source of optimism and inspiration. I extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive online session and reassure you of the full support of my colleagues in this regard.
Thank you.
_____
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