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[bookmark: _Toc92095349][bookmark: _Toc92100357][bookmark: _Toc354402755][bookmark: _Toc518998911]ABOUT THE SUBMITTING ORGANIZATIONS
African Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses (AAJW) is a public benefit organization registered in South Africa with membership in Angola, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The European Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses (EAJW) is a charity registered in the United Kingdom (No. 1085157) with membership throughout the member States of the Council of Europe.
These associations work together to promote the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in various parts of the world, particularly when Jehovah’s Witnesses face violations of such rights. This submission is prepared and submitted jointly.


	[bookmark: _Toc92095350][bookmark: _Toc92100358]SUMMARY OF THE SUBMISSION
This submission to the Human Rights Committee highlights violations of the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights prior to the adoption of the list of issues to be taken up in connection with the consideration of the 142nd report of Cameroon.
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cameroon and as a worldwide organization respectfully request the Government of Cameroon to:
(1) Ensure that all children have access to education without discrimination;
(2) Abide by its commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of Cameroon (the Constitution), the Covenant and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (the Convention) and improve children’s access to education without discrimination for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.


I. [bookmark: _Toc92095351][bookmark: _Toc92100359][bookmark: _Hlk92098081]INTRODUCTION
1. [bookmark: _Toc92095352][bookmark: _Toc92100360][bookmark: _Hlk92098087]Jehovah’s Witnesses have been in Cameroon for more than 80 years. The first local religious association was legally registered in 1962. In 1969, a national office was opened in Douala, Akwa quarter. Their current offices are at Face commissariat central no 4, Logbessou, Douala. More than 100,000 people currently attend meetings for worship of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cameroon.
II. VIOLATIONS OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE COVENANT
A. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (article 18)
2. Despite a long history in the country, Jehovah’s Witnesses continue to face unjustified restrictions on their worship. Their children continue to be victims of discrimination at school and even expulsion. Compulsory singing of the national anthem at school and other activities are contrary to the conscience of these students. Losing out on the opportunity for an education can have lifelong consequences for these children.
3. Jehovah’s Witnesses view respect for secular authorities as a divine mandate. They are known for being law-abiding and obedient citizens. Jehovah’s Witnesses respect the national emblems of their country. However, they and their children sincerely believe that pledging allegiance to any national emblem or singing a national anthem is an act of worship and that such worship belongs only to God.
4. This religious belief does not in any way mean that Jehovah’s Witnesses are disrespectful of those who pledge allegiance to national emblems or to persons who sing the national anthem. To the contrary, in numerous cases worldwide, courts have found that students who are Jehovah’s Witnesses maintain a respectful attitude, composure and stance whenever they are in the presence of other students who either pledge allegiance to a national emblem or sing the national anthem. This has been the case in Cameroon.
5. The right of students who are Jehovah’s Witnesses to hold this Bible-based belief and to follow the dictates of their conscience is protected by the Constitution, article 18, and by article 18(1) of the Covenant, as well as by the Convention, and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
6. Parents who are Jehovah’s Witnesses greatly appreciate the work of school authorities and always seek amicable solutions to any problems that might arise in connection with their children. However, from January 2024 to date, some 20 cases of religious discrimination against Witness students between 8 and 17 years of age were reported. Two unfavourable decisions were handed down by a court in April and in May 2024, following an appeal made by parents against the decision to expel their five children from school. This is in addition to six unfavourable decisions on the same issue the previous year, concerning seven children. Four further cases concerning five children are pending before the administrative courts, and four cases involving six children are before the Supreme Court. The first of these cases was called for examination on 12 June 2024, before being postponed to 10 July. On that date, the court decided to issue its decision on 11 September 2024 (see paragraph 8).
7. The following incidents, spanning several years, illustrate the ongoing situation.
8. On 3 November 2015, A (16), one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Bandjoun, West Region, was expelled from school for declining to participate in patriotic activities because of his sincere religious beliefs. An application to overturn this decision was denied by the Administrative Court on 17 December 2021, and an appeal to the Supreme Court was filed on 14 January 2022. On 10 July 2024, the court decided to issue its decision on 11 September 2024.
9. On 7 November 2016, three Jehovah’s Witness siblings in Ndikinimeki, Centre Region, B (19), C (16) and D (16) were expelled from school for declining to participate in patriotic activities because of their sincere religious beliefs. An application to overturn this decision was denied by the Administrative Court of Yaoundé on 21 December 2021, and an appeal to the Supreme Court was filed on 23 August 2022.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk131058867]On 7 November 2016, E (19), one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Ndikinimeki, Centre Region, was expelled from school for declining to participate in patriotic activities because of her sincere religious beliefs. On 14 June 2022, the Administrative Court of Yaoundé rejected an application to overturn the school’s decision, and an appeal to the Supreme Court was filed on 23 August 2022.
11. On 19 October 2017, three of Jehovah’s Witnesses, F (15), G (16) and H (20), were expelled from school in Logbadjeck, Littoral Region, for declining to participate in patriotic activities because of their sincere religious beliefs. On 16 July 2020, the Administrative Court ruled in their favour and cancelled the school’s decision, but did not award damages. On 29 June 2021, an application was filed at the Administrative Court of Littoral, seeking compensation. This court rejected the application on 7 September 2023.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk171331833]On 21 December 2018, I (16), one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, was expelled from school in Dibombari, Littoral Region, for declining to sing the national anthem because of her sincere religious beliefs. On 23 November 2023, the Administrative Court of Littoral rejected an application to overturn the school’s decision. Formal notification of this judgment is pending, and it will potentially be appealed to the Supreme Court.
13. In June 2019, three of Jehovah’s Witnesses, J (11), K (16) and L (13), were expelled from school in Campo, South West Region, for declining to participate in patriotic activities because of their sincere religious beliefs. Complaints were filed with the Administrative Court of Ebolowa on 1 June 2020. The applications were rejected on 26 July and on 23 August 2023, respectively. Formal notification of these judgments is pending, and they will potentially be appealed to the Supreme Court.
14. On 26 February 2021, M (16), one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, was expelled from school in Bafoussam, Littoral Region, for declining to sing the national anthem because of his sincere religious beliefs. A complaint was filed with the West Administrative Court on 21 August 2021, and the matter is still pending.
15. On 8 February 2021, eight young Jehovah’s Witnesses, N (15), O (15), P (13), Q (11), R (12), S (15), T (16) and U (14), respectfully declined to participate in a patriotic parade. The students completed the school year but at its conclusion discovered an expulsion decision on their report cards. A complaint was filed with the Administrative Court of Ebolowa on 31 January 2022. The matter is still pending. On 24 April and on 22 May 2024, respectively, two of the appeals were deemed admissible but unfounded, and were therefore rejected. Hearings are pending for the remaining two cases, involving three children.
16. [bookmark: _Hlk131058958]On 17 November 2021, V (16), one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, was expelled from the Government High School of Bipindi, South Region, for conscientiously declining to participate in patriotic ceremonies because of her sincere religious beliefs. A complaint was filed with the Administrative Court of Ebolowa on 6 September 2022, and the matter is still pending.
17. On 14 February 2022, three of Jehovah’s Witnesses, W (19), X (17) and Y (18), were expelled from high school in Mabeta for respectfully declining to participate in a patriotic parade. The school principal called the parents of the children to the school. W and both of her parents went to see the principal. They also represented Y. The principal stated that in order to resume classes, these children must sign a pledge to participate in all school activities including the parade and the singing of the national anthem. The children were unable to conscientiously accept this condition and were expelled immediately. The school principal said that the parents must meet the deputy prefect to obtain authorization for the children to continue to follow the courses. W’s father sent a letter to the school principal requesting the reasons for expulsion, and the matter is not yet resolved.
18. On 29 September 2023, during a training session for a patriotic ceremony, a schoolteacher in Ekorezock expressly asked Z (18) to sing the national anthem in front of the whole class. This student respectfully explained that his conscience would not allow him to do so and consequently received a convocation to attend a school disciplinary board meeting on 3 October 2023. At the end of the meeting, the principal decided to expel him from school but did not provide a written decision on the grounds that he was not yet enrolled at the school. Z’s parents met with the school administration on several occasions in an effort to find a solution to the problem, but the school maintained its decision. On 27 March 2024, the family lodged an appeal with the principal. To date, there has been no response.
III. [bookmark: _Toc92095353][bookmark: _Toc92100361][bookmark: _Hlk92098094]CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
19. [bookmark: _Hlk92207098]Jehovah’s Witnesses in Cameroon and as a worldwide organization express concern regarding activities that offend their sincerely-held religious beliefs, including the compulsory singing of the national anthem in schools. They respectfully request the Government of Cameroon to take the necessary steps to:
(1) Ensure that all children have access to education without discrimination;
(2) Abide by its commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution, the Covenant and the Convention and improve children’s access to education without discrimination for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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