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ETHIOPIA (initial report – CAT/C/ETH/1) 
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Article 576 of the Criminal Code (2005) punishes maltreatment of children but states in paragraph 3: “The taking, by parents or other persons having similar responsibilities, of a disciplinary measure that does not contravene the law, for the purposes of proper upbringing, is not subject to this provision.” The Revised Family Code (2000) states that “the guardian may take the necessary disciplinary measures for the purpose of ensuring the upbringing of the minor” (article 258). Provisions against violence and abuse in the Constitution (1995), the Criminal Code and the Revised Family Code are not interpreted as prohibiting corporal punishment in childrearing.

Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools by article 36 of the Constitution, which states that “every child has the right to be free of corporal punishment or cruel and inhuman treatment in schools and other institutions responsible for the care of children”. It is also unlawful in the penal system, as a sentence for crime and as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions.
Corporal punishment in child care institutions is prohibited under article 36 of the Constitution (see above) but it is lawful in other forms of alternative care, where article 576 of the Criminal Code and article 258 of the Revised Family Code apply.

A survey of 485 young women in Ethiopia aged 18-24 concerning their childhood experiences of violence found that 84% had suffered one or more types of violence, most commonly beating with an object (71.1%).
 In a study of over 1,800 children and nearly 500 adults in five regions, only 17 children (1.4%) stated that they had never experienced corporal punishment in any setting.
 According to statistics from UNICEF relating to the period 2001-2007, of girls and women aged 15-49, 81% think that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under certain circumstances.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has three times recommended that the Government of Ethiopia prohibit all corporal punishment of children – in 1997 in concluding observations on the state party’s initial report (CRC/C/15/Add.67, para. 27), in 2001 on the second report (CRC/C/15/Add.144, para. 39) and in 2006 on the third report (CRC/C/ETH/CO/3, para. 34).
We hope the Committee Against Torture will now urge the Government of Ethiopia to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in the home and all alternative care settings as a matter of priority, and to support law reform with appropriate public education and professional training on positive, participatory and non-violent forms of discipline.
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