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I take this opportunity on behalf of my Co-rapporteur and the entire Committee to welcome the delegation of Tunisia to this session during which we trust we will have an interaction that is both beneficial to all concerned. 
The Committee appreciates the steps taken since the last state review including preparing a periodic report in accordance with the Committee’s simplified reporting by responding to the list of issues prepared for this dialogue, and taking time to come and have a dialogue with us on the current status. In preparing for this dialogue, we have Made reference to the Concluding   observation made after the last review, looked at the periodic report in form of the reply to the list of issues, collected information from other sources and we would like to seek more information on a number of areas through the dialogue.
The Committee has noted a disconnect between legislations and their implementation, a gap between policy and practice and the state commitments and their fulfilment as well as in the efforts made to implement the concluding observations. There is need for a stronger mechanism to ensure that legislations enacted are implemented, policies are followed by practice   and that the state commitments are honored by all in public and private sectors who are targeted by their provisions.   

Awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities is still very low and that the media treatment of disability issues as well as the training of journalists and structures involved in this field on human rights approaches are insufficient. Persons with disabilities through their representative organisations are still not meaningfully involved in the design, planning, implementation of awareness raising activities. 
More need to be done in regard to the protection of persons with disabilities in situation of risk in particular on the improvement of quality of care and services for people with intellectual, psychosocial and hearing disabilities in local conflicts, natural disasters and emergencies. Persons with disabilities   through their representative organisations need to be involved in disaster response plans and preparedness arrangements and to receive timely information on these plans as well as information on the onset of risk situations.  

On access to justice, there is need to train police, prison and court officials to adopt a human rights-based approach in dealing with persons with disabilities, whether they are victims, complainants or witnesses, taking into account gender and age and to provide reasonable accommodation in all facilities within prisons and detention centers.
The committee observes the need to establish an accessible mechanism to listen and guide persons with disabilities and their families who are subjected to all forms of exploitation, violence, abuse and torture.
The media need to increase the use of sign language interpretation in all television stations,
Measures need to be put in place to strengthen the protection of women and girls with disabilities, particularly those with  intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, against abuse and deprivation in their family life and to ensure that neither children  nor parents are separated from each other on the bases of disability. 
Habilitation and rehabilitation services in the state call for improvement and bringing them closer to where persons with disabilities live. 
Amendment and enforcement of the Law No. 38 of 2005) on Free Access to Public, Cultural, Sports and Entertainment Spaces to ensure facilitation and free access to these places is urgent.
We Trust that clarifications on these areas and on the questions to be raised by colleagues will be  made in this dialogue. 



