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From Dr Sharon Owen, Research and Information Coordinator, Global Initiative, sharon@endcorporalpunishment.org This briefing describes the legality of corporal punishment of children in Suriname. In light of the obligation under international human rights law to prohibit all corporal punishment of children, the recommendations of the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children and the recommendations to Suriname by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and during the UPR (which the Government rejected), we hope the Human Rights Committee will:
· raise the issue of corporal punishment of children in its List of Issues for Suriname, asking what steps have been taken to ensure legislation clearly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, and
· in the concluding observations on the third state party report, recommend to Suriname that legislation is enacted which clearly prohibits all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
1 Suriname’s report to the Human Rights Committee
1.1 The third report to the Human Rights Committee describes measures to address domestic violence in Suriname but does not mention violent punishment which may lawful be inflicted on children in their homes and other settings.

2 The legality and practice of corporal punishment of children in Suriname
2.1 Summary: In Suriname, corporal punishment of children is lawful in the home, alternative care settings, day care and possibly schools. It is unlawful in the penal system.
2.2 Home (lawful): Provisions against violence and abuse in the Code of Criminal Law, the Act on Domestic Violence and the Constitution are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing. During the UPR of Suriname in 2011, the Government rejected recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment in the home. UNICEF’s major analysis of child discipline in the home found that in the month prior to the survey in 2005-2006, 86% of 2-14 year olds in Suriname had been subjected to violent “discipline” (physical punishment and/or psychological aggression).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  UNICEF (2010), Child Disciplinary Practices at Home: Evidence from a Range of Low- and Middle-Income Countries, NY: UNICEF] 

2.3 Alternative care settings (lawful): There is no prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. In September 2011, following the Universal Periodic Review of Suriname, the Government reported that public debate and the process of implementing regulations for day care centres was ongoing.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  13 September 2011, A/HRC/18/12/Add.1, Report of the working group: Addendum, para. 9] 

2.4 Day care (lawful): There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in early childhood care (nurseries, preschools, crèches, etc) or in day care for older children (after-school childcare, childminding, day centres, etc).
2.5 Schools (?unlawful): According to the Government delegation to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in January 2007, corporal punishment in schools is prohibited in legislation,[footnoteRef:3] but we have been unable to verify this. Following the Universal Periodic Review of Suriname in 2011 the Government stated that there is no legislation prohibiting corporal punishment; the Government accepted recommendations to prohibit in schools.[footnoteRef:4] Ministerial directives have regularly advised schools against using corporal punishment since 1942. [3:  26 January 2007, CRC/C/SR.1214, Summary record of 1214th meeting, para. 48]  [4:  13 September 2011, A/HRC/18/12/Add.1, Report of the working group: Addendum, para. 9] 

2.6 Penal institutions (unlawful): Corporal punishment is considered unlawful in penal institutions. It is not among permitted measures in the internal regulations governing the penal institution, but there is no explicit prohibition.
2.7 Sentence for crime (unlawful): There is no provision for judicial corporal punishment in criminal law.

3 Recommendations by human right treaty monitoring bodies and during the UPR
3.1 CRC: The Committee on the Rights of the Child first raised the issue of corporal punishment of children in Suriname in 2000, recommending its prohibition in the family, schools and care settings.[footnoteRef:5] The Committee has recently (January 2015) examined the second-fourth report and expressed concern at the routine subjection of children to corporal punishment; the Committee recommended prohibition in all settings.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  28 June 2000, CRC/C/15/Add.130, Concluding observations on initial report, paras. 41 and 42]  [6:  4 February 2014, CRC/C/IRQ/CO/2-4 Advance Unedited Version, Concluding observations on second-fourth report, paras. 38 and 39] 

3.2 UPR: At the Universal Periodic Review of Suriname in 2011, a number of recommendations were made to prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home. The Government accepted recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment in schools, but rejected those to prohibit it in the home and other settings.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  11 July 2011, A/HRC/18/12, Report of the working group, paras. 72(21), 73(44), 73(45) and 73(46) ; 13 September 2011, A/HRC/18/12/Add.1, Report of the working group: Addendum, para. 13] 
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