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Your Excellencies,
Distinguished representatives, and civil society delegates,

On behalf of my Taskforce colleagues, Ms. Gerel Dondovdorj and Mr. Magino Corporan, I extend a warm welcome to the Head of Delegation and the members of the delegation from Samoa to this constructive dialogue. We appreciate the State Party’s comprehensive report and would also like to acknowledge and thank the civil society organizations and the National Human Rights Institution of Samoa. Their reports and contributions are invaluable to our dialogue and will form the basis of our work over the next two days.

As a Japanese national, it is a profound honor and privilege to welcome friends who share the same Pacific waters. Samoa is a nation of beautiful South Pacific islands with a warm and welcoming community.

Yet, I am mindful that this island nation is confronted by the significant effects of climate change and the constraints of its economic scale. These factors present unique challenges in respecting, protecting, and fulfilling human rights.

The essence of our dialogue with Samoa is to understand the challenges the country faces in meeting its obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and to identify opportunities to ensure that persons with disabilities can fully exercise their human rights.

In this regard, the Committee is pleased to note that Samoa has established a framework to advance the rights of persons with disabilities, including:

The National Policy for Persons with Disabilities (NPPWD) 2021–2031;

The National Action Plan for Employment of Persons with Disabilities 2021–2031;

The Samoa Disability Partnerships Program (SDPP) 2019–2023;

While this framework is in place, the Committee will enquire into the effectiveness of the implementation measures taken to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are fully realized in Samoa.

We will now begin the first round of questions for Cluster 1 (Articles 1–9 and 31–33). These questions will be presented by Ms. Gerel. I now give the floor to her.
