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Dear Members of the Committee,
Colleagues,
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, I am pleased to open the eighty-third session of the Committee against Torture and to welcome you back to Palais Wilson. 
First of all, I would like to congratulate members of the Committee who were re-elected at the Twentieth Meeting of States Parties to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, held in Geneva on 1 October 2025: Mr. Liu Huawen, Ms. Maeda Naoko and Mr. Abderrazak Rouwane. Your contribution to the work of the Committee will thus continue for a further four-year term.
I also look forward to meeting the two new members of the Committee, Ms. Lorena González Pinto and Mr. Moulaye Abdallah Moulaye Abdallah, who will be joining us at the April-May 2026 session. 
Allow me also to warmly thank the members of the Committee who will be completing their terms at the end of this year: Mr. Todd Buchwald, who currently serves as Rapporteur on new complaints and interim measures, and Mr. Bakhtiyar Tuzmukhamedov, who holds the position of Rapporteur for follow-up to concluding observations. Their significant contributions to the Committee’s work have been greatly valued, and their extensive expertise in public international law, international human rights law and international criminal law has consistently enriched its deliberations, helping to maintain the legal consistency of its decisions and statements.
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
I would like to highlight some of the main developments relevant to your work that have taken place since your last session, including institutional updates and recent publications. 
On 14 October 2025, three United Nations anti-torture mechanisms held their annual interactive dialogue with Member States during the 14th plenary meeting of the Third Committee on Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Issues, as part of the 80th session of the General Assembly currently underway at UN Headquarters in New York. This year’s dialogue brought together the Chair of the Committee against Torture, Mr. Claude Heller; the Chair of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture, Ms. María Luisa Romero; and the Special Rapporteur on Torture, Ms. Alice Edwards. During the plenary meeting, Mr. Heller, presented the Committee’s annual report (A/80/44), which provides a comprehensive overview of its work from 11 May 2024 to 2 May 2025, including progress made under the various monitoring procedures. I am confident that Mr. Heller will provide you with a detailed debrief on the content of his statement, as well as on the subsequent exchanges with delegations during the meeting.
The 14th plenary meeting of the Third Committee also featured the presentation of the annual reports of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (CAT/C/82/2)—previously submitted to your Committee on 14 April 2025—as well as the annual overview by the Special Rapporteur on torture (A/80/137). The latter highlights trends and developments in the global struggle to end torture and other ill-treatment, with a particular focus on new initiatives and positive progress made during the period from June 2024 to the end of June 2025.
Other annual reports presented to the General Assembly also addressed issues closely related to the mandate of the Committee against Torture. In his latest report, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, Mr. Gehad Madi, examines the phenomenon of externalization of migration (A/80/302). This concept refers to forms of international cooperation aimed at shifting the responsibility for migration governance from destination States to other countries. The Special Rapporteur calls upon States to end arrangements that prevent arrival, outsource asylum proceedings, or allow for readmission or expulsion to countries different from the country of nationality, warning that such practices expose migrants to serious human rights violations. Mr. Madi warns that externalisation measures, such as support for border control in third countries, interceptions and pushbacks, offshore asylum procedures, or the establishment of return hubs, are often implemented alongside the securitization and criminalisation of migration, further constraining civil society and humanitarian actors assisting people on the move, and can lead to serious human rights violations, including breaches of the prohibitions against refoulement, collective expulsion, arbitrary detention, and torture or ill-treatment. Mr. Madi also highlights concern over the lack of transparency and accountability in such arrangements, which are often unpublished or vaguely defined. The report also underscores difficulties in assigning legal responsibility for violations, while stressing that States cannot evade their international obligations by outsourcing migration control to other States or non-State actors.
In this connection, you may also wish to consult the paper titled Leveraging Regular Migration Pathways for Human Rights, published by OHCHR in 2025 with contributions from States, civil society organizations, and UN entities. This paper is designed to support efforts to scale up, diversify, and improve regular migration pathways to prevent and address vulnerabilities in migration, foster more inclusive societies, and promote rights-based migration governance.
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
On a different note, but still related to the issues just discussed, on 20 June, World Refugee Day, the Platform of Independent Experts on Refugee Rights (PIERR), of which the Committee against Torture is part, called on States to reaffirm their commitment to protecting the human rights of refugees and asylum-seekers amid global challenges to the rule of law.[footnoteRef:1] In its public statement, the members of the Platform emphasized the need for due process, procedural safeguards, protection against arbitrary detention, and respect for the principle of non-refoulement. PIERR members warned that weakening the rule of law and restricting access to asylum can have devastating consequences, including creating conditions that drive displacement and violate core human rights. Recent trends in some States – such as limiting access to territory, arbitrary detention, family separation, and inadequate protection for unaccompanied children – undermine the right to seek asylum. The experts also highlighted the essential role of a free and independent legal profession in safeguarding due process and access to justice, noting that restrictions on legal assistance exacerbate risks, including refoulement. The Platform urged States to strengthen international cooperation, solidarity, and responsibility-sharing, with particular attention to vulnerable groups, including refugee children. The experts stressed that respect for the rule of law is not optional but a foundational human rights principle, essential to ensuring equal protection under the law and to upholding the safety and dignity of all refugees and asylum-seekers. [1:  ‘Now Is the Time to Uphold the Rule of Law for Refugee Protection: UN and Regional Experts’, PIERR, 20 June 2025: https://www.pierr.org/post/now-is-the-time-to-uphold-the-rule-of-law-for-refugee-protection-un-and-regional-experts 
] 

The Committee’s participation in the Platform of Independent Experts on Refugee Rights since its inception is a clear example of its active efforts to strengthen cooperation with other international and regional human rights mechanisms. I encourage the Committee to continue this valuable practice and to explore opportunities for joint engagement on these matters with other bodies, such as the Human Rights Committee.
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
The Committee against Torture has built a significant body of jurisprudence on immigration and asylum-related matters. Indeed, around 80 per cent of the decisions adopted by the Committee on individual complaints concern cases of deportation or expulsion, involving the consideration of potential breaches of the non-refoulement principle. Over the years, the Committee has adopted a series of decisions which developed and deepened certain aspects of international and domestic law on the protection of refugees. The precision and nuance developed by the Committee on concepts such as non-refoulement, investigation of torture, or “substantive” risk of torture shed light and promote best practices by state authorities on questions such as the existence and proof of “well-founded fear of persecution”, the limits of extradition, and the usefulness of diplomatic assurances in the field of refugee law.  
 In A.N. v. Switzerland,[footnoteRef:2] a case concerning Dublin removal, the Committee held that the obligations arising from Article 3 of the Convention extend to situations of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. In its 2025 decision in Ndimurukundo v. Burundi, the Committee reaffirmed that enforced disappearance not only constitutes torture or inhuman treatment for the victims but could also constitute torture for the family members as well.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  CAT/C/64/D/742/2016.]  [3:  CAT/C/82/D/980/2020.] 

Moreover, to prevent expulsion of the complainants while their cases are being considered by the Committee, it frequently issues requests for interim measures. The nature of complaints submitted to the Committee, which involve allegations of torture, and the interim measures granted in almost all complaints, results in urgency of their registration where appropriate, but also on the  need to decide on the cases as soon as possible after they become ready for consideration. It should be noted that the Committee receives the second largest number of individual complaints submitted to the UN human rights treaty bodies – with 1316 cases registered overall. This year alone, the Committee registered 78 new complaints, indicating significant increase compared with last year, 66 of them with interim measures. The OHCHR Petitions Section will be working with Special Rapporteurs and Working Group Members across all treaty bodies to streamline intake and registration procedures for individual communications, in order to preserve capacity and ensure timely processing—especially in light of staffing constraints and rising case volumes.

Distinguished Members of the Committee,
As you all know, the difficult financial situation of the Organization has had a significant impact on the work of the United Nations human rights machinery, including the treaty body system. This year, we have witnessed deep and painful reductions in meeting time and in situ visits as both staff and non-staff resources to support treaty bodies have been seriously reduced. Unfortunately, the funding situation is unlikely to improve in 2026. These constraints are affecting the ability of the Committee against Torture and other treaty bodies to carry out their mandates effectively and in a timely manner. While recognizing that the resource situation is dire across the UN, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Volker Türk, continues to impress upon Member States the concrete negative impact that these constraints have on the human rights treaty body system — and indeed the entire human rights ecosystem. 
.There are, however, some promising developments under the Secretary-General’s UN80 Initiative, including the recent report Shifting Paradigms: United to Deliver, which sets out proposals to strengthen the UN’s delivery across all three pillars of its work. Notably, it establishes a new system-wide Human Rights Group to coordinate human rights systematically across all UN activities, to be led by the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
	Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
In closing, I would like to reiterate our strong commitment to supporting the treaty body system as you carry out your critical mandate. I would also like to thank you for your continued collaboration and support. In these challenging times, your steadfast commitment and engagement are more crucial than ever. Your efforts remain vital to ensuring the integrity and effectiveness of the international human rights protection system. I wish you all a successful session.
Thank you.
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