Suggested Questions and Concluding Observations for Guatemala Regarding Ill-Treatment in Compulsory Drug Rehabilitation Centers

Proposed Questions

Please describe the State party’s efforts to monitor privately run drug rehabilitation centers, to ensure against torture and ill-treatment of patients.

Please provide information about measures to investigate allegations of abuse in closed institutions, such as drug treatment centers, and to ensure the safety and security of those who come forward to report such abuses.

There have been reports of arbitrary detention in drug rehabilitation facilities. Please provide information about mechanisms to guard against arbitrary and illegal detention, and complaints procedures, investigations, witness protection and disciplinary measures.

Proposed Concluding Observations 

Monitoring and inspection of drug treatment centers

The State party should take immediate and effective measures to prevent acts of torture and ill-treatment in centers for the treatment of drug addiction, including establishing a regular system for certifying and monitoring privately run drug treatment centers. This system should include regular and unannounced visits by national and international monitors, including relevant NGOs, in order to prevent torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Conditions in drug treatment centers

The Committee urges the State party to, as a matter of urgency, undertake investigations of allegations of serious human rights violations, including torture and ill-treatment in privately run drug treatment centers. Furthermore, the State party should, in cooperation with relevant partners, find humane and evidence-based solutions for persons seeking treatment for drug addiction. 

Arbitrary detention

The Committee calls upon the State party to investigate allegations of arbitrary and unlawful detention of persons in privately run drug treatment centers, and should ensure that those involved in arbitrary detention are immediately investigated and prosecuted for such acts. Furthermore, the State should put in place a system to encourage persons to safely come forward to report instances of arbitrary detention, to ensure that this practice does not occur in such institutions in the future.

Complaints and prompt, impartial and effective investigations

The State party should establish a program of victim and witness protection to assist in ensuring confidentiality and to promote those who come forward to report or complain about acts of torture, as well as ensure that sufficient funding be allocated for its effective functioning.

