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1. Introduction
Alliance internationale pour la défense des droits et des libertés and AIDL International Foundation respectfully submit this follow-up report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights pursuant to the Committee’s follow-up procedure regarding Lithuania’s implementation of selected priority recommendations contained in its most recent Concluding Observations.
This submission aims to assist the Committee in assessing the level of compliance by the State party with its obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), with particular attention to structural reforms, policy implementation, and the practical enjoyment of rights by vulnerable and disadvantaged groups.
The assessment below is based on publicly available information, reports by national and international civil society organizations, academic research, and official statements and data published by Lithuanian authorities.
2. Overview of Priority Recommendations under Follow-up
In its Concluding Observations, the Committee identified several priority areas requiring timely action by Lithuania. These included in particular:
1. Ensuring the right to adequate housing, especially for vulnerable groups including Roma communities and low-income households.
2. Strengthening social protection systems to effectively reduce poverty and social exclusion.
3. Addressing discrimination and ensuring equal access to economic and social rights.
4. Improving labour protections and ensuring adequate wages and safe working conditions.
5. Guaranteeing access to essential health services for marginalized groups, including migrants and persons living in poverty.
This report evaluates the progress achieved in these areas.
3. Assessment of Implementation by Area
3.1 Right to Adequate Housing
(Articles 2 and 11 of the Covenant)
Committee recommendation:
The Committee urged Lithuania to ensure access to adequate, affordable and secure housing, prevent forced evictions, and address housing exclusion affecting vulnerable groups, including Roma communities.
AIDL assessment:
Implementation remains partial and insufficient.
While certain policy initiatives have been announced to expand social housing stock, the scale of implementation remains limited in relation to demand. Long waiting lists for social housing persist in major municipalities, and housing affordability continues to deteriorate due to rising rental and utility costs.
Roma communities and other marginalized groups continue to face de facto segregation, substandard living conditions, and barriers to accessing municipal housing programs. Reports indicate that evictions continue to occur in some localities without adequate safeguards or effective remedies.
Conclusion:
The State party has taken limited administrative steps but has not adopted a comprehensive rights-based housing strategy aligned with ICESCR standards.

3.2 Social Protection and Poverty Reduction
(Articles 9 and 11 of the Covenant)
Committee recommendation:
The Committee called on Lithuania to strengthen social security benefits to ensure an adequate standard of living and to reduce poverty, particularly among children, older persons, persons with disabilities, and single-parent households.
AIDL assessment:
Implementation is partial.
Although incremental increases to certain benefits have been introduced, social assistance levels remain low in comparison to the actual cost of living. A significant proportion of beneficiaries remain below the national at-risk-of-poverty threshold.
Child poverty and in-work poverty remain persistent challenges, particularly in rural regions and among households dependent on precarious employment.
Conclusion:
Current measures do not yet satisfy the minimum core obligation to guarantee an adequate standard of living for all beneficiaries.
3.3 Non-discrimination and Equality
(Article 2(2) of the Covenant)
Committee recommendation:
The Committee urged Lithuania to strengthen anti-discrimination protections in practice and ensure equal access to economic and social rights for ethnic minorities, migrants, and other vulnerable groups.
AIDL assessment:
Implementation remains limited.
Despite the existence of formal anti-discrimination legislation, structural barriers persist in access to housing, employment, education, and health services for Roma communities and some migrant groups.
Underreporting of discrimination cases, limited access to legal aid, and weak enforcement mechanisms continue to undermine effective protection.
Conclusion:
Progress remains largely formalistic and has not resulted in substantial improvement in lived equality outcomes.

3.4 Labour Rights and Adequate Remuneration
(Articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant)
Committee recommendation:
The Committee requested measures to ensure fair wages, protection against exploitation, and safe working conditions, including for migrant workers and workers in low-wage sectors.
AIDL assessment:
Implementation is partial.
Minimum wage increases have occurred, but wage levels remain insufficient for many workers to meet basic living costs, particularly in urban areas. Labour inspections remain understaffed, and enforcement capacity is limited.
Certain sectors continue to exhibit patterns of precarious employment, excessive working hours, and weak access to remedies for labour rights violations.
Conclusion:
Structural weaknesses in enforcement persist and undermine the effective realization of the right to just and favourable conditions of work.

3.5 Access to Health Services
(Article 12 of the Covenant)
Committee recommendation:
The Committee called for improved access to health care, particularly for low-income persons, migrants, rural populations, and marginalized communities.
AIDL assessment:
Implementation is partial.
Geographic disparities in access to healthcare services remain significant, particularly in rural areas. Informal barriers, including administrative complexity and cost-sharing mechanisms, continue to affect access for vulnerable groups.
Mental health services remain insufficiently resourced, and waiting times for specialized care remain excessive.
Conclusion:
While certain reforms are underway, access to health services remains unequal and does not fully comply with the principles of availability, accessibility, acceptability, and quality under the Covenant.

4. Overall Evaluation
AIDL concludes that Lithuania has demonstrated limited and fragmented compliance with the Committee’s priority recommendations.
Most actions undertaken to date remain incremental, policy-oriented, and insufficiently resourced. Structural challenges affecting vulnerable groups persist, and measurable progress in the realization of Covenant rights remains modest.
The absence of a comprehensive, rights-based implementation framework with clear benchmarks and public accountability mechanisms continues to hinder effective compliance.

5. Recommendations to the Committee
AIDL respectfully recommends that the Committee:
1. Request updated, disaggregated data from Lithuania on housing access, poverty levels, social protection coverage, and discrimination complaints.
2. Urge the State party to adopt a national rights-based housing strategy consistent with Article 11 of the Covenant, including measurable targets and budget allocations.
3. Recommend a substantial increase in social protection benefits to meet adequacy standards.
4. Call for strengthened enforcement of anti-discrimination legislation and improved access to legal remedies.
5. Encourage increased funding and institutional capacity for labour inspection authorities.
6. Request time-bound commitments to improve equitable access to healthcare, including mental health services.

6. Concluding Statement
AIDL reaffirms its readiness to cooperate with the Committee and other stakeholders in promoting the effective implementation of the Covenant in Lithuania.
We respectfully submit this follow-up report for the Committee’s consideration under the follow-up procedure to the Concluding Observations.
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