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1. INTRODUCTION
Tanzania is the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar founded in 1964, under the leadership of Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere and Sheikh Abedi Aman Karume.  Tanzania is situated in Eastern Africa.

The population size of children under 18 in Tanzania is more than 50 percentage of the general population. This population poses a challenge to the Government on increasing the efforts to invest in children’s sectors, including education, health, nutrition, environment, protection and safety of a child. We recognize the various steps undertaken by the Government, International CSOs and all child rights stakeholders that provide services to children towards improving child rights and welfare in Tanzania. Through such efforts we children have had the opportunity to share our opinions on implementation of the United Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in Tanzania.
Tanzania is the country which has many tourist attractions   that attract Tanzanian Children and whole world. These attractions include Mountain Kilimanjaro, which is the highest mountain in Africa. Other attractions are National parks, historical sites and ancient relics. We children enjoy and learn more through these attractions. We invite all to come and see these attractions, development and welfare of Tanzanian children.

2. CHILD PARTICIPATION IN REPORT PREPARATION

In total, 2,185 children (girls and boys) participated in preparing the report. Children participated through different approaches, including questions and answers, drawings, role play, television and radio programmes, focus group discussion and meetings. Participating children came from Mainland Tanzania and Zanzibar. The participation took into consideration different groups of children, including children with special needs, children living and working in the street, children living in the residential homes, and students under coordination of National Junior Council. The collection of children opinions started at the lower levels of community, including Village/Mta/Shehia, Ward, District, Region to National level. The collection process of the children opinions was done by children and facilitated by Children’s stakeholders from Civil Society Organizations.
The process of collecting Children’s opinions commenced in 2020, in primary and secondary schools using questionnaires filled by children themselves. Other groups of Children were engaged by the CSOs working with various groups of Children in different regions in Tanzania and Zanzibar. Compilation of Children’s opinions at National level was accomplished in 2021. Children representatives met again in Dodoma City in 2023, to validate the draft report. A task force composed of children representatives consolidated Children’s opinions and finalized the report in Swahili version in Dar es salaam City in 2023. The consultation process of preparing the report ended by a CSO technical team translating the Swahili version into English version. 
3. CHILDREN’S OPINIONS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNCRC 
The report takes into consideration 5 key thematic areas, including child development and welfare as enshrined in the UNCRC, and as they emerged mostly during Children’s discussions and opinions at various level of preparing the report. The thematic areas are Education, Protection, Participation, Environment and Health.

The report identifies achievements, challenges, and recommendations to each sector as described above. We expect that the Children’s report to provide Children’s perspectives towards implementation of Children rights, existing challenges, and expectations on improving implementation and coordination of child rights in Tanzania.

3.1 EDUCATION
3.1.1 ACHIEVEMENTS
We Children recognize the great efforts made by the Government in improving primary and secondary education in Tanzania. To the best of our knowledge, these efforts contributed to   attaining many achievements in education sector, some of which are highlighted below: -
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a) Fee Free Education 

Since 2016, the Government of Tanzania (GoT) has been implementing Fee Free Education Policy for primary and secondary education. The policy provides opportunity to children to access education, especially those children from the families with low income. Also, has decreased dropouts caused by lack of ee and other basic needs required to facilitate children’s learning., The policy has increased equal access to education by both girls and boys.

b) Education to Children with special needs

The Government of Tanzania established special schools and inclusive education strategy for children with special needs, in particular to children with disabilities, to ensure they access education equally with children without disabilities. School buildings have been repaired by installation of friendly facilities for children with disabilities. Children with disabilities have been provided with devices for supporting their learning and improving their potentials. Also, children have been engaged in various matters affecting them, for instance, in expressing opinions and playing.

c) Improvement in Infrastructure

The Government improved and increased teaching and learning infrastructure, including classrooms, libraries, laboratories, latrines holes, desks, computers, technology system and books. The improvement has increased skills and performance of students and reduced overcrowding within the above-mentioned facilities.
d) Improvement of Accountability and Performance

Inspection and follow-up on teachers’ performance and accountability in schools, in particular electronic registration has increased teachers’ accountability and discipline.  School suggestions Boxes have helped follow-up on teachers with performance challenges. Removal of teachers without qualifications and ethics has improved teaching and ethics of teachers and students.

e) Improvement on Education System

The Government has improved primary education system, including teaching curriculum, which lessens the burden of the subjects to students.

3.1.2 CHALLENGES 

Despite the above-mentioned achievements, we still witness many challenges within education sector. Should these challenges be addressed, will help improving education system in Tanzania;
a) Inadequate Learning and Teaching Facilities

There is shortage of desks, books, and other learning facilities comparing with the ratio of students in need of these services. The shortage subjects children to scrambling for the few facilities, hence resulting into lowering students’ performance. Shortage of practical teaching facilities, including laboratory facilities have caused decrease of practical education for students, especially in public schools. Children with disabilities do not have enough facilities to address their needs as per their ratio. This challenge does not just lower their skills and performance, but also causes misunderstanding and fighting among students. 
b) Long Distance to and from School

Inadequate schools close to residential areas leads to some students walking long distances to and from school. This challenge causes harsh punishment to children once they arrive at school late, face danger and temptations on their way to and from school, failure to continue with studies, poor calmness and concentration while in the classroom due to tiredness of walking long distance. School attendance is very low during rainy season due to the floods and poor infrastructures.
c) Shortage of Teachers
There is a shortage of teachers in primary and secondary schools, especially in the field of science and mathematics, which leads students not to attain good skills and performance. More teachers are in urban schools than in schools Also, some of teachers do not fulfil their obligations in a required manner and have limited teaching ethics.

d) Unfriendly and Unsafe Environment for Children
There have been unsafe and unfriendly school environments for Children in the course of undertaking their studies, for instance, schools are close to main roads, discotheques and entertainment clubs, some schools in urban areas lack fence, shortage of play grounds and first aid services. These challenges hinder the students’ calmness, play and leisure times and concentration during classroom hours.

e) Poor Infrastructures for Children with Disabilities 

Children with special needs face challenges, including unfriendly infrastructure within school buildings, shortage of special learning facilities, and teachers with special skills for care and teaching. These challenges block those children to access quality education as other children without disabilities.
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f) Violence against Children

Violence against Children has increased in school settings, contributed by teachers, supportive staff, parents and students themselves. The violence perpetuated in schools are harsh punishment, sodomy, rape, stigma, abusive language, demoralization, teachers are using students as source of income, parents restrict children to go to school and engage them in domestic chores. The violence is perpetuated among teachers to students, students to teachers and students to students. The violence affects children psychologically, cause hatred, school dropout, revenge towards teachers and students, cause disabilities and even death.

We are witnessing high percentage of children with special needs being oppressed and discriminated at school, causing stigma and discouraging them to attend their studies appropriate.
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g) Shortage of Food
Despite the increasingly need for primary and secondary schools to have school feeding programme, still there are many challenges faced in this field. Many schools lack food services, meals are prepared poor hygienic and unsafe conditions, meals served are of poor quality, kitchens are poorly equipped, minimal food ration, inactive participation of parents in school feeding programme, same food with the same taste and segregation of children who fail to contribute towards food cost. These gaps contribute to students’ retardation and poor concentration during class hours.
h) Challenges within Sanitary Towels 

Some schools do not have the privacy rooms for accommodating Children during menstruation period. Lack of these services lead to girl students not to attend their classes effectively. Not having   incinerators for dumping and destroying used sanitary towels contributes to environmental pollution and blockage of sewage systems.
i) Poor School Attendance

Some of the Children have poor attendance caused by   poor income within urban and rural households, existence of harmful punishments   in schools and homes, long walking distance to and from school, non-adherence to the school calendar/timetables and poor relationship between teachers and parents in following-up the child progress. These conditions have forced Children into child labour, living and working in dangerous environment and getting pregnancy at unsafe age.
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3.1.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to make improvements in education sector we propose to the Government the following: -
a) Improve education infrastructures such as desks, classrooms, laboratories, libraries, books equivalent to the number of students.

b) Increase the number of teachers with teaching qualifications for both theory and practical at primary and secondary levels.

c) Strengthen monitoring plans for tracking the performance of teachers and all staff within education sector.

d) Prepare friendly teaching systems for children with special needs and children living in vulnerable situation.

e) Improve school environments to make them safe and friendly for teaching and learning.
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f) Abolish harmful punishment for children in school.
g) Increase the number of schools easily accessible by students.

h) The parents should be educated on the importance of enrolment of   children into school and registration of children into schools which are nearby their residential areas.

i) Enact and enforce strict laws for those who violate the rights of children in education sector.

j) Increase education budget in order to support construction of quality infrastructures within the school environment.

k) Teachers, students and parents should improve collaboration in order to help and motivate children to successful study.
l) Parents should allocate time for one-on-one discussion with their children in the matter related to education.

m) Teachers should use polite language and take into consideration o gender equality in teaching.
n) Children should be listened and given freedom to express their problems and challenges faced while at schools and in homes.

o) The Government and non-government organizations should pay visits to schools to identify students’ challenges.

3.2 PROTECTION AND SAFETY
3.2.1 ACHIEVEMENTS  

We Children recognize great efforts made by the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania in strengthening protection and safety of the Children. To the best of our knowledge, these efforts have made numerous successes, some of which are listed here below: -
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a. Existence of Laws, Policies and Guidelines Strengthening Children Protection and Safety 

The Government has enacted laws, policies and guidelines that advocate for children rights, including Child Development Policy of 2008, the Law of the Child Act 2019 and other laws and guidelines that protect Children from all forms of violence. We recognize the presence of Child Protection Committees at various levels and courts that specifically hear and determine Children’s cases.
b. The Existence of National and International Civil Society Organizations Advocating for Children’s Rights.

There is an increase of organizations and institutions fighting against all forms of violence against Children. Existence of these organizations in urban and rural areas has helped Children to understand and participate in advocacy for their rights.
c. Existence of Special Centers Reinforcing Protection of Children with Special Needs
In strengthening protection and safety   of children, the Government and children’s stakeholders have established safe houses for children with special needs, including victims of violence. 

d. Strengthening Protection of Children at School

The Government and stakeholders have made efforts to build school fences and provide guard to some of schools, mostly those in urban areas. Also the Government has established child protection and safety desks for in-and out-of- school children.
e. Existence of Protection and Safety for Children on the Road and in Public Transports
The Government and stakeholders have made efforts to ensure that we are safe in different areas by constructing bridges, road safety signs and providing road safety education.

3.2.2 CHALLENGES
Despite many achievements within the field of child protection and safety, there are challenges if resolved, will help strengthening protection and safety of Children;
a) Non-Disclosure of Violence against Children

Some of parents, community and responsible authorities hide violence incidences occurring at families and other settings. This causes action not to be taken against perpetrators; hence leaving a child in an unsafe environment.

b) Increasing of Violence against Children 

There has been an increase of violence against Children that occurs at different settings. Children living and working in streets have been facing whipping/beating by their fellow children and employers respectively. Children with disabilities have been perceived as cursed children by community; leading children to be humiliated and not have peaceful environment. Parents, teachers and family have been imposing harsh punishments on Children, causing physical disability, incurable injuries, psychological problems and death.
c) Low levels of Awareness on Child Protection among parents and Community Some parents and communities, mainly in rural areas have continued perpetuating violence against Children on the pretense of customs and traditions. Parents and guardians have been providing insufficient care to their Children and this has resulted to various forms of violence perpetuated by family members and housemaids.
d) Existence of Laws Conflicting with Child Protection and Safety 

Some of the existing laws are conflicting with provisions in child rights, for instance, Law of Marriage Act 1971, which allows a girl child to marry at the age of 14 years, and boy under 18 years of age.
e) Misappropriation of Children’s Project Funds

Based on various sources of information, some of non-government organizations and government institutions misuse   funds meant for Children project. Some other institutions take bribes; the practices deny Children’s access to fundamental rights within law enforcing authorities.
f) Abused Children are denied justice while claiming their rights

There has been prolonged hearing of Children violence cases; the situation that causes humiliation to children with concern.  In some circumstance when the process is prolonged, attracts corruption practices and cases are to be settled at family level (Muhali practice in Zanzibar).
g) Children involved in hazardous work
Some of parents and guardians have been involving their Children in the hazardous work, including drugs business, mining activities, hitting pebbles, carrying heavy loads, child marriage, and sexual business. This situation affects protection and safety of a child.
h) Low safety in public transport
Several car drivers and motorcycle riders do not consider road safety signs and symbols; thus, endangering the safety of Children in use of such places and affects road users.  The Motorcycle riders (Bodaboda) are the leading in non-adherence to   road safety laws. This has led to several accidents that caused disability and death to children.  Some of the bodaboda riders engage themselves in unacceptable behaviours of sodomizing and raping Children while riding them from one point to the other.   Some of school buses are over-loaded, and bus drivers have also been engaging themselves in sodomizing and raping children. Public bus conductors mostly restrict students to board their buses for the reasons of small amount of fair. This has caused students to arrive at school late and in home night hours.
i) Joining Dangerous Groups
Some of Children have joined dangerous groups such as drug users, and youth criminal gangs (commonly known as Panya Road) that affect child safety in terms of health, morals, education, development, growth and wellbeing.
j) Limited Online Child Safety
Technological development has affected Children at large, especially when they use smart phones and social media. They have been abused and humiliated through online communications by being influenced to share photos or child sexual abuse content or communicating to strangers thus, subjecting them into violence.
3.2.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
In order to improve and strengthen child safety and protection, we recommend the following;
a) Education on Child Protection and Safety should be provided to Children, parents, guardians and entire community in order to increase awareness, skills and knowledge in protecting children in all settings. The education to be provided through media, seminars, newspapers, religious institutions and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs).
b) Laws and guidelines that protect a child should be enacted and should establish following up mechanisms for its implementation.

c) The Government, in collaboration with NGOs should ensure the existence and operation of the National Guideline for the Establishment of Protection and Safety of Children Desks in and Out of School at all levels.

d) Legal actions should be taken against CSOs, institutions and departments that misuse funds allocated for children’s projects.

e) All conflicting laws on the age of a child should be amended in order to eliminate early pregnancies and child marriage. The age of 18 and above years should be the legal age for marriage.

f) The Government, parents and community should build close relationship with a child and provide an opportunity for listening children to enable them feel free to share their problems in relation to their safety.

g) Parents and guardians should follow-up their children conduct and resolve the challenges they face.

h)  The Government should strengthen child protection and safety at   all settings and provision of services to children, including homes, schools, roads and houses of worship.
3.3 HEALTH
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3.3.1 ACHIEVEMENTS
a) Child Friendly Health Services
There have been improved and friendly child health services such as, Free Health services for a child from 0-5 years old, health insurance to all Children, cervical cancer vaccine to a girl child aged 14 years and above and provision of deworming medicines in schools. The services have reduced the treatment cost, maternal and infant deaths, and improved children health conditions.

b)  Increased Construction and Refurbishment of Health infrastructure 

There has been an increase of health services centres, health workers and medical facilities, in particular in rural areas. This has increased children’s access to health services and welfare.

c)  Existence of various Children welfare campaigns
The Government and health services stakeholders have supported various campaigns aiming at improving child health and welfare. Some of the campaigns include the National Multisectoral Early Childhood Development Plan for a child from 0-8 years of age, maternal clinic attendance, breast feeding up to 6 months and importance of quality nutrition. The efforts contribute to the improvement of children’s health, decrease of disease outbreaks and children stunting.

d) Sexual Reproductive Health Education at School
Seminars to educate about sexual reproductive health have been conducted in schools in order to improve children health. This education has reduced number of child marriage, early pregnancies and diseases.

4.3.1 CHALLENGES 

a) Unfriendly Infrastructures for Child Health 
Some of the health infrastructures are not friendly to a child and thus, endangering child health. Examples are unsafe sewage system, unhygienic latrines in some schools, poor clean and safe water infrastructure and presence of ponds that attract mosquito breeding grounds.  This state leads to infections and outbreak diseases.
b) Shortage of some Health Facilities 
There is a shortage of medical facilities required for provision of medical services, specifically to children with special needs and those living in rural areas.
c) Poor Nutrition to Children
Some students have failed to concentrate in their studies effectively due to poor nutrition. Contributing factors are low level of nutrition education, low incomes at t family level and absence of food programmes to many schools.

d) Students Ignoring Health Education
Although sexual reproductive health education is provided to children at school, some of them ignore such education on the ground that, it is not part of their business and consider themselves to be too young for such education.
e) Shortage of Health Workers
There is shortage of health workers who provide health services to children with special needs, children living in streets and students in schools. The shortage t mostly affects children in t in rural areas.

3.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

a)  The Government should increase and make improvements in medical facilities, health service providers and health infrastructures consistence with the needs.

b) Nutrition education should be provided to parents, teachers and community. 

c) Body hygiene and sexual reproductive health education should be provided to students and children in-and -out of school.

d) Reinforce implementation and enforcement of laws prohibiting child labour.

e) The Government should allocate sufficient budget for building and improving sewerage and safety water systems, friendly and hygienic toilets to accommodate all children needs in school and other settings.

f) The Government should improve provision of health services to children living and working in streets.

g) Head of schools and head-teachers to consider providing sanitary pads to girls and build sanitary changing rooms.
3.4 ENVIRONMENT
3.4.1 ACHIEVEMENTS
a) Environmental Sanitation
The Government and Children stakeholders initiated various environmental sanitation and conservation programmes such as; environmental cleaning on every Saturday, put up water trenches and sources of water cleanliness. the improved sanitation conditions have contributed to decreasing of disease outbreaks and uncontrolled wastes.

b) School Environmental Conservation Clubs 
The Government and Civil Society organizations have established school environmental conservation clubs that have supported provision of environment conservation education and trees planting, contributing to have clean, fresh air and resting shades. 
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c) Environmental Conservation Laws
The Government has enacted and improved laws for managing and promoting environmental conservation. The laws have imposed   fines to industries that are polluting environment. Also, the Government has managed to control illegal fishing, plastic bags and deforestation. The efforts have reduced impact on environmental pollution that are risking children’s health safety.
d) Improvement of infrastructure and Equipment for Environmental Conservation 
The Government has improved infrastructure and waste collection equipment, such as garbage trucks and damping sites, contributing to enhanced sanitation and environmental safety.
e) Environmental Conservation Campaigns
The Government, institutions and Civil society organizations have supported the launch of various environmental conservation campaigns, such as “Panda Mti Kata Mti”, “Mti ni Uhai”, “Generation Hope” and “Soma na Mti”. These campaigns have greatly contributed to environment and conservation knowledge.

3.4.2 CHALLENGES 

a) Waste Originated from Industries
The presence of industries nearby people’s residential areas pollute the environment in so many ways, including dirty water discharges, air and noise pollutions. This condition results to pandemic and chronic diseases such as, cancer and environmental damage.
b) Limited Knowledge on Environmental Conservation

 Communities have limited knowledge in on the importance of environmental conservation and risks associated with environmental damage.
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c) Lack of Garbage Dumping Sites
Some of the urban areas lack dumping sites and facilities for storing garbage. This condition has led to spilling over of waste materials which cause pandemic diseases and injuries to children who play around those garbage areas.

d) Construction of Unplanned Settlements 
Unplanned settlements have severely damaged the environment. This is due to overcrowding of houses and blockage of enough clean air.  

3.4.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

a) The Government should increase dustbins facilities along the roads, markets, play grounds, homes, school and in other public areas in order to avoid uncontrolled disposable materials  
b) Increase and improve the dumping areas and cabbage collection facilities, particularly in urban areas.

c) Allocate designated l areas and programmes for environmental conservation, for instance “HASHI” (Shinyanga Land Conservation) and “HADO” (Dodoma Land Conservation).

d) Improve and enforce the laws relating to environmental conservation.
3.5 CHILD PARTICIPATION

3.5.1 ACHIEVEMENT
a) Child Participation in Matters Affecting Them
Children have been given the opportunity to participate in various relevant meetings organized by the Government and CSOs.  Also, Children have participated in conference, tournaments, international and national commemorations, including World Children’s Day, Day of African Child and Girl Child Day.  Through those commemorations children have presented their views on various matters affecting them. 

b) Existence of Children’s Council
The Government and Children’s stakeholders have revised the Guidelines on Establishment and Coordination of Children Councils from Village to National levels. Children have participated in establishing own children council and election of children council leaders. Through this council, children learn and   participate in different matters, including development of policies, guidelines, and plan, making decision and advocating for their rights.

c) Engagement of Children in Provision of Education on Child Rights 

Children have participated in educating children and community on the rights of children with special needs. This education is provided in various settings, such as in school, home, and places providing services. 

d) Engagement of Children in Community Activities
Children have been involved in various relevant community activities, including environmental cleaning, trees planting, and various environmental conservation campaigns. This engagement has made us to be good citizens and learn about accountability.

3.5.2 CHALLENGES
a) Children are not engaged in Family and Community Meetings 

Many families and communities do not engage children in the matters affecting them, including budget planning. This is based on the assumption that children cannot have views that can assist family and community. The situation is contributed community and family’s limited knowledge on importance of child participation. 

b) Non-Engagement of Children Living and Working in the Street
Children who live and work in the streets are not engaged in the community matters about health, education, protection and safety. We children take this as a   big challenge because children living and working in the street are like other children and have the right to participate in development matters.
c) Non-Engagement of Children with Special Needs
Children with special needs have not been engaged or be considered in the matters affecting them such as, construction of buildings which can cater for their needs.
d) Children do not   have Freedom of Worship in Accordance with their Faith
Children in the institutions or under residential care do not get the freedom of worship in accordance with their faith, especially those children who are cared under children institutions whose decisions are dominantly influenced by religion of their choice s different from the religion possessed by the child.
e) Children do not have Freedom of Expression and be Heard
Children have not been given the opportunity of expressing their opinion and, once they want to do so at different levels i.e. community and family, are not being listened to. This condition makes a child losing confidence while expressing own opinions and challenges. 

3.5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

a) The Government should allocate special areas for children’s leisure and   playing in order to improve children’s health and skills for interaction with other children.

b) Children with disabilities and children living in vulnerable environment should be engaged in decision making on construction of residential infrastructure, should also be given freedom of expression of their needs and explaining on what should be done in relation to their rights.

c) Increase child participation budget and development planning. Children should be given feedback on the progress and results of implementation of the respectful plans. This should go parallel with designing friendly system of engagement and participation of children in the matter affecting them.

d) The Government and Children stakeholders should educate the community on the importance of engaging children into various family and community matters.
