CONSCIENCE  AND  PEACE  TAX  INTERNATIONAL  (CPTI)
Submission to the 140th Session of the Human Rights Committee for the attention of the Country Report Task Force on:
 DJIBOUTI
(Military service, conscientious objection and related issues)
Prepared:  December 2023


Contact:







Derek BRETT







Conscience and Peace Tax International







Representative to the UN, Geneva







derekubrett@gmail.com







Tel:  (41) 77 444 4420
CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights Information Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
DJIBOUTI:  Basic information
HISTORY:  Djibouti, the former French Somaliland, gained independence and was admitted 
as a member state of the UN in 1977.   It ratified the ICCPR in 2002.   Although 
situated in a region of considerable instability, it has not been directly embroiled in 
armed conflict.
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)


 
        
                 957,000

proportion of males aged 15-19






                     4.6%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):                          

         8,804
MILITARY SERVICE: voluntary since independence in 1977.
 
Minimum recruitment age:  18 for the armed forces (but 17 for the
 




voluntary Service National Adapté )
    

Conscientious objection:  No provision
ARMED FORCES:   Active strength, 2022
                                                                   8,450
 

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age   

                   96.0%  
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2008



                    $36m                                
 
Per capita
   






                                   $44

As % of  GDP 






                                0.6%
Military service in Djibouti has been voluntary since it achieved independence.  The question of conscientious objection to military service has therefore never arisen - although of course the possibity that a serving member of the armed forces might develop conscientious objections can never be ruled out, and any reporting States could be asked whether any requests for release on this basis had been made and what procedure was or would be followed in such circumstances.   However it is not suggested that this should be a priority for the List of Issues on this occasion.
Djibouti ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on  the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) on 27th April 2011.  The declaration on ratification made clear that the minimum recruitment  age was 18, and gives considerable detail about recruitment procedures and safeguards.  However, it does not mention a  voluntary national service programme – the Service national adapté (SNA), established in 2003, which reportedly accepts recruits between the ages of 17 and 25.
“One of the stated aims of the SNA was to assist unqualified young people by providing them with professional training with the Djboutian armed forces.  During the two-year training, recruits were subject to military discipline and on its completion were given priority for jobs.  There was no obligation or expectation that recruits would remain with the armed forces. And military training could form no more than 30% of training provided.  Military activities covered by the SNA included participation in operations to help the public in cases of natural or industrial disasters and activities relating to guarding military installations.”

Djibouti  has not yet made its initial report under OPAC, but it is to be expected that the Committee on the Rights of the Child will want to know whether the SNA is still in operation, and whether the minimum recruitment age has been increased to 18.   Although those undertaking the service may not be formally members of the armed forces, a programme which provides military training under the armed forces to 17-year-olds certainly comes within the scope of  OPAC, and may be contrary to the  African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.
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