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SUMMARY REWIEV OF NOOIS
RELATED TO THE SERBIA’S SECOND AND THIRD PERIODIC REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
SUBMITTED BY:

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
OF SERBIA (NOOIS)

This short summary rewiev of NOOIS related to the Serbia’s second and third periodic report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

National organization of persons with disabilities of Serbia (NOOIS) is the “umbrella organization”, ie. union of organizations of the persons with particular types of disabilities, the organizations of legal advocates of persons with disabilities and the interest organizations gathering persons with different types of disabilities organized for the territory of the Republic of Serbia. It was established in 2007 and represents the united movement of persons with disabilities of Serbia, speaking on behalf of majority of PWD (about 800.000 PWDs and legal advocates of persons with disabilities), implying the most important political strength in advocating for their common interests and needs. Mission of NOOIS is to increase inclusion of PWD in society, full respect of their human rights and prevent discrimination based on disability. Through partnership between  the unique disability movement and the Republic authorities it influence legal framework for PWD both, by proposing specific disability laws and other general laws and other documents, in the compliance with the UNCRPD and international standards and documents.
In September 2015 coalition of NOOIS and Center for independent living of Serbia (CIL Serbia) has presented to the UN Committee for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  the Alternative Report on the implementation of the CRPD in the Republic of Serbia. 

Among the many articles that we analyzed, we also dealt with Article 7 – children with disabilities. Generally speaking, the status of children with disabilities in Serbia is especially delicate due to the fact that children most often face multiple discrimination and marginalization on the basis of disability as well as on the basis of years/age but also on the basis of a territory they live in due to the disproportionate socio-economic development of certain municipalities and towns in Serbia and especially due to the insufficient development of villages. 

Although the state have adopted various strategic documents, action plans as well as laws (like in social, health and education areas) aiming to improve the status of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities in different fields of social life and has started the process of deinstitutionalization, still numerous problems affecting children with disabilities exist in practice, that have been registered by the organizations of PWD as well as by families who have children with disabilities. 
Namely they are:
· problems in health care, especially for children with mental and/or multiple disabilities, as. inadequate and often delayed early diagnosis; uneducated medical workers for treating diseases which are not a direct consequence of a certain disability, such as dentistry, cardiology, neurology, oncology etc. As a result of this, families and their children often lose a lot of precious time in regard to early treatments, rehabilitation and other measures. Researches indicate that in Serbia there is an increase of chronically non contagious diseases, including the diseases relating to psychical impairments, as well as various neurological diseases.
· insufficient development and territorial inequality of support services for children and families who have children with disabilities. The service of personal escort for children with disabilities is just in developmental stage, standards have not been developed yet and is organized only sporadically. The other services that exist such as day care centers, help at home, relief accommodation, the therapeutic counseling and educational services, are not equally available across Serbia, there are not enough places for all children, the quality of services is not equal,  some time staff is not  appropriately trained and sustainable funding by local self-authorities is not always secured.
· inconsistency in respecting criteria for approving the right to the allowance for assistance and care of another person for children with intellectual impairments, as well as with multiple impairments Some children and  adults with intellectual impairments, realize this right and some not, due to outdated regulations for the evaluation and incompetence of relevant Commission.

Within the last years, in the field of education, regulations have been considerably improved, due to the participation of the organizations representing the rights of persons with disabilities too.

However, the procedure of assessment of the child's needs for providing additional support is burdened with a number of weaknesses and disadvantages. The procedure is mostly aimed at the observation of a child, conversation with a parent and analysis of medical documentation. There is the lack of information from the immediate and wider environment that could be placed in the function of support. 
The reaction to violence against children with disabilities is ad hoc. It is mostly revealed in the case of obvious neglect and abuse. Opening the subject of violence and dealing with this problem is seen as a significant step towards improving the practice of protection of children with disabilities and with developmental disabilities against violence. 

In its’ upcoming review of Serbia’s second and third periodic report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the experts of the Committee may, in line of common practice of cross- referencing Concluding Observations to a particular State Party from different treaty bodies, refer to COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1. 
In particular, the experts may inquire about measures taken to implement recommendations on:

· Deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities under the age of 3 (paragraph 14 of COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1) 
· Repealing of laws allowing for forced institutionalization of children with disabilities based on their impairment (paragraph 26 of COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1)

· Prohibition of coercive measures against children with disabilities, including excessive physical and chemical restraints (paragraph 28 of COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1)

· Protection of children with disabilities from all forms of violence, abuse and ill- treatment in all institutional settings (paragraph 32 of COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1)

· Identification of targets in Action Plan for Inclusive Education 2016-2020, provision of support to children with disabilities in institutions and children with multiple disabilities to realize effectively their right to education (paragraph 48 of COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1)

· Provision of reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities, measures to make educational institutions fully accessible and training of staff in education system on inclusive education (paragraph 50 of COB of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Serbia CRPD/C/SRB/CO/1)
In regards to question No. 3 from List of Issues of Committee on the Rights of the Child posed to Serbia (CRC/C/SRB/Q/2-3), NOOIS would like to point out that Action Plan for Implementation of Strategy to Combat Discrimination 2014-2018 included activities and measures for providing SOS phone hotlines for children with disabilities exposed to discrimination, and providing reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities. Experts may wish to enquire about implementation of these activities and measures in practice.
In regards to question No. 5 from List of Issues of Committee on the Rights of the Child posed to Serbia (CRC/C/SRB/Q/2-3), NOOIS would like to point out that one of the by-laws for implementation of Law on Social Protection, Regulation on Prohibited Acts of Employees in Social Protection, prohibits any acts of violence, physical, emotional and sexual abuse, neglect or any other actions of employees in social protection that could violate mental and physical integrity, or dignity of users of social services. Experts may wish to enquire about implementation of Regulation, and monitoring mechanisms in place and legal remedies available to children with disabilities exposed to acts of violence, physical, emotional and sexual abuse, neglect or any other actions that could violate mental and physical integrity, or dignity of children with disabilities users of social services.
In regards to question No. 8 from List of Issues of Committee on the Rights of the Child posed to Serbia (CRC/C/SRB/Q/2-3), NOOIS would like to point out that according to the data available in June 2015, 478 unemployed parents of children with disabilities who cared for their children were receiving allowance equal to minimum pension. In the same period 3.613 children with disabilities received increased allowance for other person’s care and assistance, and 4.621 families of children with disabilities received increased children’s allowance. In 2013 individualized education plans were provided for 7.038 students with disabilities. Experts may wish to enquire about development of support services for children with disabilities and their families in local communities, and funds allocated for it. Experts may furthermore wish to enquire about provision of reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities, measures to make educational institutions fully accessible and availability of school books and other educational materials in Braille print, accessible electronic and easy to read formats.
In regards to question No. 19 from List of Issues of Committee on the Rights of the Child posed to Serbia (CRC/C/SRB/Q/2-3), NOOIS would like to point out that according to the data available in June 2015, 477 children with disabilities were placed in institutions. Experts may wish to enquire about measures taken to foster their deinstitutionalization, in particular the development of support services for children with disabilities and their families in local communities, and funds allocated for it.
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