REPORT ON THE SITUATION OF CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS (Coalition of Venezuelan Women's NGOs)

1. The following Venezuelan organizations: Fundación Género con Clase, Movimiento Feminista Popular "Lydda Franco Farías", Círculos Femeninos Populares, Fundación Casa de la Mujer "Lilian Cabrera", la Quinta Ola Venezuela, Heroínas sin barreras, Fundación Reviresco, Corazones Violeta, Frente Feminista "Yo soy mujer", whose mandates are linked to the defense and protection of women's human rights; to the organization and promotion of women workers, peasants, community women, young women, women with disabilities, both in urban and rural areas, as well as in border areas; to the struggle for non-sexist communication, for a life free of any form of patriarchal violence, for sexual rights and full reproductive rights, we present the following coalition report to the Human Rights Committee (CCPR).

Introduction
2. In Venezuela, the struggle for the human rights of women and girls has been a constant in the feminist movement, which has made it possible to advance in substantive aspects such as an advanced legal framework with a gender perspective, significant institutions to guarantee their rights and quality of life; elements that transformed the daily life of Venezuelan society from the redistribution of wealth focused on social justice from the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CRBV) in 1999, which served as a framework together with the Law of Equality of Opportunities for Women 1999; the Organic Law on the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence of 2007 (reformed and expanded in 2014 and 2021); the Law for the Protection of Families, Maternity and Paternity (2007); and the Organic Law of Labor, Workers and Workers (2012), to gradually institutionalize the main rights of the female population, making the country at various times in the period 1999-2014 a reference in various areas related to the rights of women. 
3. However, in 2015, as a result of Executive Order 13692 declaring Venezuela as an unusual and extraordinary threat to U.S. national security, the scale of application of Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCM) deepens and the national economy begins to be impacted in an increasingly accelerated manner, radically affecting the path of ascent and conquest of rights, affecting access to resources and the quality of life of the population. These impacts will have differentiated effects on specific sectors according to pre-existing vulnerabilities, putting at risk fundamental rights and in many cases people's lives. Hence the importance of systematizing and analyzing, from a gender and feminist approach, the main effects that the UCM have had on the exercise and enjoyment of civil and political rights of Venezuelan women and girls, in order to demonstrate with figures and qualitative data, the restriction of women's rights by the actions of third countries. 

4. This report is the result of a methodological triangulation that includes documentary tracking of data and figures from government institutions, academic works, contributions of experiences and testimonies from feminist and human rights organizations and the application of two digital surveys (the first developed between the month of October and November 2020; the second between July and August 2021) in which 909 women were consulted first, and subsequently 1,008 people (95.43% women and 4.37% men) respectively, from different age groups from 18 years, from the 23 states and the Capital District. On the other hand, 32 in-depth interviews were conducted with women from various social sectors. 
I. Contexto

5. The application of the UCMs has become for almost a decade a breeding ground for the deterioration of the quality of life of Venezuelan women, generating the appearance of unconventional social, economic and political phenomena. At this point, it is noteworthy that the deterioration of the health and nutrition of the population, the deterioration of quality and access to public services, human mobility, xenophobia, migration of institutional technical capacity, human trafficking, especially of women and girls, among other phenomena, was largely caused or exacerbated by the conditions generated by the application of these criminal measures that violate International Law. It is not by chance, in this order, that in the digital survey "Negative effects of the economic blockade on the human rights of women and girls in Venezuela" carried out in 2021, the results of the consultation yielded the following:
	Do you consider that the application of the economic blockade is a violation of human rights and the right to peace?
	Total

	In agreement
	12,43%

	In disagreement
	0,99%

	Strongly agree
	85,09%

	Strongly disagree
	1,49%

	Grand Total
	100,00%


Source: self made FUNDAGCC, 2021
6. The effects on the lives of Venezuelan women and girls for reasons of gender have been more serious than in other social sectors, due to the unequal distribution of power and resources that have continued to prevail as a result of the patriarchal culture. Additionally, the fact of belonging to other discriminated groups accentuates the affectations, as occurs with girls, older adults, women with disabilities, indigenous people, in conditions of mobility, among others. According to the aforementioned digital survey, the following data stands out:
	Do you consider that Venezuelan women and girls (regardless of their personal, social or legal status) are the main affected by the economic blockade?
	Total

	In agreement

	22,37%

	In disagreement
	1,89%

	Strongly agree
	74,85%

	Strongly disagree
	0,89%

	Grand Total
	100,00%


Source: self made FUNDAGCC, 2021
7. The following data and experiences demonstrate the correlation between the entry into force of the UCM and the impact on the human rights of women and girls enshrined in international and national norms, and the generalized deterioration in their quality of life.   
II. Part I of the Covenant
8. The Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCM) promoted by the U.S. administration and some European states have violated the right of self-determination of the Venezuelan people, by attempting to erode and undermine the model of political and economic development that the majority of Venezuelans have decided to give themselves in recent years.
9. These UCM prevent the Venezuelan people from freely disposing of their natural wealth and resources, hindering international economic cooperation activities based on the principle of reciprocal benefit, in turn undermining Venezuela's protection under international law as a sovereign state. In some cases these UCM have tried to deprive the Venezuelan people of their own means of subsistence
.

10. In this regard, it should be noted that UCM have affected such sensitive aspects for a society as access to food, as food imports decreased from $10 billion in 2014 to less than $1 billion in 2019, a shocking drop of more than 90%.
11. To give a precise idea of the impact, it is important to present a table published by the Ministry of People's Power for Planning (2021), which clearly shows the Index of Prevalence of Under-Alimentation (IPS) during the period 1990-2019:
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12. This table evidences that between 2011 and 2013, food insecurity barely affected between 1% and 2% of the Venezuelan population, substantially increasing the undernourishment prevalence Index to 14% in 2018, we are talking about an increase ranging between 500% and 700%, in relation to 2011 where Venezuela practically reached the goal of being a country of 0 Hunger.Another data, indicates that the amount of grams of protein available per day decreased from 88.5 in 2014 to 55.1 in 2020. 
13. This situation, which affected the most vulnerable social sectors, was more serious in the case of women, taking into account that Venezuela, like the rest of the world, is marked by the feminization of poverty. Let us take into account that about 65% of poor households in the country are headed by a single woman-mother, who has to take care of the maintenance of her children in the absence of a father or man to share the work of upbringing and care. As a result, access to food depends mostly on them, and their search for food in these conditions represents a significant investment of time, effort and stress to ensure the feeding of the family, especially children.  
14. On the other hand, the UCM have substantially affected the human right to access to health, due to restrictions on imports of medical equipment, spare parts, medicines, reagents, vaccines, contraceptives, among other resources required by the country. Access to personal hygiene and menstrual hygiene supplies such as sanitary pads and menstrual cups, have become widespread problems in female sectors, especially those in general poverty and multidimensional poverty, being among the main demands and concerns of Venezuelan women. The results of the 2021 Digital Survey express the following:

	What items do you consider the most affected for Venezuelan women and girls by the economic blockade? Maximum (2) answer options
	Total

	Contraceptives and condoms, High-cost drugs for chronic diseases
	6,96%

	High-cost drugs for chronic diseases, Technical and/or financial aid
	6,16%

	High-cost drugs for chronic diseases, Medical and surgical equipment
	13,92%

	High-cost drugs for chronic diseases, Production materials and equipment
	6,96%

	High-cost drugs for chronic diseases, Financial resources
	16,30%

	Menstrual hygiene products, Contraceptives and condoms
	3,28%

	Productos de Higiene menstrual, High-cost drugs for chronic diseases
	8,55%

	Menstrual hygiene products, Financial resources
	1,69%


Made by FUNDAGCC, 2021
15. The right of women to enjoy comprehensive health is a universal human right, which goes beyond purely biological factors, and obeys bio-psycho-social elements that affect the place they occupy in society, and the ability to access material and symbolic resources to live a dignified life, with equal opportunities and free of violence; that is why the following are fundamental concerns to demand the cessation of coercive economic measures that limit the human rights of this population.
16. On the other hand, although it is true that there is no mechanical relationship between poverty and gender-based violence, since the latter is transversal to all segments of society, including the most privileged. It is a proven fact that when a family nucleus is more burdened by the contraction of income, tensions and pressures on each of the members of the family increase, that is, an environment more conducive to the emergence of various forms of violence is created. Therefore, when we talk about gender gaps, it is easily identifiable that the UCM are an instrument for deepening the structural inequalities that sustain patriarchy, by generating higher levels of economic dependency, generating more vulnerabilities and thus contributing to reproduce the cycle of gender-based violence.
17. The UCM have generated a weakening of the institutional structures of social care, which has deepened the vulnerability of women. One of the hardest hit instances are those aimed at social protection, especially for the most vulnerable sectors, such as children, women, people with some type of disability and the elderly. In this context, gender-based violence is exacerbated by the fact that women are responsible for filling the vacuum of social care provided by the State, and are therefore immersed in a scenario of over-exploitation of their capacities, which are increasingly concentrated on care. This implies an impairment of their economic independence, which makes them more vulnerable to toxic emotional relationships or precarious jobs where scenarios of labor violence, harassment, among other abuses, prevail.
18. In this regard, in the digital survey "Negative effects of the economic blockade on the human rights of women and girls in Venezuela", the persons consulted had the following perception: 
	In the last (2) years, what do you think are the main effects faced by Venezuelan women and girls as a result of the economic blockade? Maximum two (2) options
	Total

	Gender-based violence, Multiple daily shifts
	6,66%

	Gender-based violence, Forced mobility
	6,66%

	Gender-based violence, labor or sexual exploitation
	11,93%

	Gender-based violence, Difficulties in specialized physical and mental health care services, Labor or sexual exploitation, Forced mobility, Multiple daily shifts
	2,09%

	Gender-based violence, Difficulties in specialized care services in physical and mental health
	19,09%

	Gender-based violence
	1,79%

	Forced mobility, Multiple daily shifts
	2,39%

	Labor or sexual exploitation, Multiple daily shifts
	2,88%

	Difficulties in specialized care services in physical and mental health, Multiple daily shifts
	11,33%

	Difficulties in specialized care services in physical and mental health, Forced mobility
	11,53%

	Difficulties in specialized care services in physical and mental health, Labor or sexual exploitation
	6,06%

	Difficulties in specialized care services in physical and mental health
	3,68%


Made by FUNDAGCC, 2021
19. The UCM have had an impact on psychic and emotional stability, since their impact on the lives of the population causes anguish and suffering.
20. Finally, there is evidence of an increase in the incidence of crimes of violence against women, especially femicides and sexual crimes, with a limited institutional response, in many cases inefficient and with high levels of revictimization; despite formal advances, including the second partial reform of the Organic Law on the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence (2021) that broadens the forms of violence, increases penalties for sexual crimes and creates a National Commission for the guarantee of the right to a life free of violence; there are still several obstacles in the implementation of the Law, with emphasis on socio-cultural barriers and prevailing prejudices that generate gaps for its effectiveness. These UCM have also weakened the institutional framework responsible for addressing this social problem. 
21. However, special mention and recognition should be made of the incorporation of community defenders of women's rights in the second partial reform of the Organic Law on the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence; the extinction of parental rights for those who commit femicide and sexual crimes as accessory penalties, and the prohibition of revictimization.
22. As has been noted, the restrictions imposed with the Unilateral Coercive Measures have a serious negative impact on the enjoyment and full exercise of human rights of the population, exacerbating pre-existing inequalities and opening inequality gaps that have impacted the quality of life of the population, being the most vulnerable sector in this context, women, girls, adolescents and within them women, girls and adolescents with some type of disability. There is no doubt that this is a crime against humanity perpetrated against the Venezuelan people, in accordance with the provisions of Article 7, paragraph K, of the Statute of the International Criminal Court, contemplated as different types of grave inhumane acts that meet two requirements: "the commission as part of a widespread or systematic attack against a civilian population, and with knowledge of such attack".
23. On the other hand, the UCM have violated both Article 6 and Article 7 of the present Covenant because this international aggression has undermined the right to life of the Venezuelan people, subjecting them in turn to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. It is estimated only in 2017 and 2018 more than 40,000 deaths due to the reduced availability of food and medicines, which have increased diseases and mortality; This is supported by the fact that for those years there were approximately 80,000 people with HIV who did not receive antiretroviral treatment since 2017, 16,000 people in need of dialysis, 16,000 people with cancer and 4 million with diabetes and hypertension (many of whom were unable to obtain insulin or medicines for cardiovascular treatment)
. 

24. An intersectional look at the most vulnerable groups makes it necessary to pay special attention to women and girls with some type of disability, since the situation has had a differential impact on this population and has put a large part of Venezuelan women and men at risk of suffering some form of disability due to the lack of accessibility to treatment for chronic diseases. 
25. One of the most serious aspects of the impact of the UCM on women with disabilities or caregivers of persons with disabilities is the difficulty of accessing the medical treatments that each person must take, depending on their disability. Many of them must take permanent medication to keep themselves in minimum conditions and use certain supplies on a constant basis. There are testimonies from organizations of women with disabilities that report the death of women with disabilities because they do not have the necessary supplies to treat conditions such as bedsores or decubitus ulcers, in the case of people who use wheelchairs on a permanent basis and/or are diabetic.
26. On the other hand, the UCM against Venezuela, by depriving the population of fundamental rights, also increase the risk of suffering some type of disability that could be preventable if timely access to medicines, basic services and food is guaranteed, for example, in the risk of a stroke that hypertensive people have if they cannot access their daily pharmacological treatment.
27. According to the UN Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights, Alena Douhan (2021
), the sectoral and selective UCM imposed on Venezuelans and third-country nationals and companies have had a devastating effect on the entire population, especially those living in poverty, women, children, the elderly, persons with disabilities or with chronic or life-threatening illnesses, and indigenous peoples. By negatively impacting the enjoyment of economic, social, civil and cultural rights, UCM undermine the right to development of the entire Venezuelan society, especially its most vulnerable sectors and strata. 
28. Therefore, the application of the UCM imposed by the United States and other countries, beyond hindering the public and political functions of the representatives and officials of the Venezuelan State, have had a totally negative effect on the Venezuelan population and those residing in it. Human rights such as food, health, transportation, education, medical assistance, lack of basic medicines, rights that are a sine qua non condition for the exercise of political and civil rights, have been violated. One of its greatest impacts and effects is to harm the material stability of women.
29. During these six years, women's emotions have been attacked and affected, particularly those of women, who, having this link with the care of life, their concern and anxiety in the face of the limitations to protect it, are increased. For women, the deepening of the sexual division of labor is expressed in the poverty of time to take care of reproductive life, caring for the family and the community, children, sick and disabled people, or even worse, suffering from this disability as a woman head of household, extremely violate the fundamental rights of women, generating a generalized crisis that is part of the global crisis of care. 
30. The consequences of the economic and financial blockade on the exercise of human rights are alarming and have had a negative impact on the lives of the population, particularly women. In this sense, it is necessary to point out that the struggle of women has been pushed back to an elementary struggle for survival, for rights and basic services. However, in the face of these adversities, women redouble their efforts, they do not abandon their territorial responsibilities, on the contrary, in these times voluntary work has increased, they manage all the health cases in their communities, distribute food, manage the solution of problems in their neighborhoods and communities, showing multiple forms of resistance, of reinventing themselves and of resilience. However, it is essential not to idealize these tasks, since despite being imbued with heroism in this context to defend the right to life, they also constitute forms of exploitation that deny women's right to leisure, recreation and a good life, demobilizing them in some cases from their leadership and more substantive political participation. 
31. In this sense, respecting Venezuela's right to self-determination and the cessation of the UCM that violate the fundamental human rights of the civilian population cannot be postponed, the action of the competent international organizations is essential, and we urge the Human Rights Committee (CCPR) to play a belligerent role in requesting the cessation of these measures that violate the rights of women and impose greater discrimination. 

Recommendations 

32. In this context of differentiated impacts of the UCM, with a negative impact on the functioning of the institutional framework of the Venezuelan State, we recommend the following set of urgent measures that contribute to the early recovery and full guarantee of rights: 
33. The State must guarantee access to data and statistical information that allows the construction of indicators and public policies that are relevant to the current reality.

34. Promulgar una Ley que garantice la paridad política en todos los cargos de elección popular y en los cargos institucionales de dirección sustantiva.

35. Enact a Comprehensive Law against Trafficking in Persons, especially aimed at the protection of women and children.

36. Enact the Regulation of the Organic Law on the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence to strengthen the timely access of abused women to the justice system.
37. Generate effective training policies and control and promotion mechanisms that guarantee the awareness and training of personnel with competence in guaranteeing women's right to a life free of violence. 

38. Implement a judicial policy to eliminate institutional, social, economic, technological and other barriers that hinder women's access to justice and provide adequate human, financial and technical resources, as well as indicators and a supervisory mechanism to monitor its implementation, with emphasis on strengthening the technical and criminal investigation capacities of the officials of the bodies receiving complaints.
39. Create a National Inter-institutional Policy against Femicides. 
40. Guarantee gender-sensitive budgets, with a specific percentage in State policies to guarantee the sustainability of structural and special temporary policies with a feminist and intersectional approach. 
41. Decriminalize abortion by repealing Articles 430, 431, 433 and 434 of the Penal Code; recognizing and decriminalizing it in the basic grounds, especially rape and incest, guaranteeing the conditions for its exercise.

42. Create and strengthen public policies with an intersectional approach aimed at girls, indigenous women, women of African descent, peasant women, older women, migrants, women of sexual diversity, young women, women with disabilities, women with HIV/AIDS, and older women.
43. Ensure that the media favor the eradication of all types of violence and strengthen the dignity of women, assuming communication policies with an inclusive and diverse approach.
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